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ASEAN Experts To Mull Japanese Aid in February 
OW091336 Tokvo KYODO in English 1016 GMT 
9 Jan 88 


[By Yutaka Negishi] 


[Text] Denpasara, Indonesia, Jan. 9 KYODO—Experts 
from the six ASEAN member countries will meet in 
Kuala Lumpur early February to discuss details of 2 
billion dollars in industrial funds offered by Japan, 
Malaysia’s Trade and Industry Minister Paduka Rafidah 
Aziz said here Saturday. 


It will be the first consultations among ASEAN officials 
on the Japanese aid. 


Japanese Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita exiended 
the assistance the regional grouping of the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand and Brunei 
when he visited Manila in December for talks with 
ASEAN government leaders. 


Takeshita said then Japan will extend at least 2 billion 
dollars industrial development funds aimed at the pri- 
vate sector of the six countries. 


It was his first overseas trip since he became prime 
minister last November. Takeshita was the only govern- 
ment leader outside the region invited to the ASEAN 
summit meeting. 


Paduka Rafidah, in a meeting with Japanese Trade 
Minister Hajime Tamura, also requested the Japanese 
Government to help the six countries use the aid effec- 
tively, according to sources. 


INTER-ASIAN AFFAIRS 1 


The two held talks on the occasion of their participation 
in a conference of trade ministers from the Asia-Pacific 
region. 


Malaysia is ASEAN’s dialogue partner for Japan. 


Concerning bilateral matters, Paduka Rafidah thanked 
Japan for its yen loans but urged Tokyo to ease financing 
terms. 


Japan recently lowered the annual inerest rate on yen 
loans to Malaysia from 4 percent to 3.5 percent. 


Malaysia complains about the yen’s appreciation 
because it has increased its debt owing to Japan. 


In the meeting with Tamura, Paduka Rafidah said she 
will visit Tokyo and Osaka later this month and call on 
Japanese small- and medium-sized firms to increase 
their investment in her country. 


Already, Japan is the largest foreign investor and trade 
partner Malaysia. 


The sources said the Malaysian trade minister also asked 
Japan to increase technical assistance to her country. 


Tamura said he will consider Malaysia’s request for 
assistance in making its steel, automobile and textile 
industries more competitive on the international mar- 
ket, according to the sources. 


The sources said Tamura assured Paduka Rafidah that 
the matter will be studied by officials at a working level. 
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Japan 


Takeshita’s U.S. Trip, Discussions Previewed 


Official Itinerary Announced 
OW080345 Tokyo KYODO in English 0328 GMT 
8 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 8 KYODO—The government 
announced the official itinerary Friday of Prime Minis- 
ter Noboru Takeshita’s visit to the United States and 
Canada starting next Tuesday. 


Takeshita will exchange views on bilateral relations and 
international political and economic problems with lead- 
ers of the United States and Canada, Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Keizo Obuchi said. 


Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno will accompany Takeshita 
and will hold meetings with U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz and Canadian Secretary of State for 
External Affairs Charles Joseph Clark. 


Takeshita will arrive in Washington on January | 2, and 
will hold a summit meeting with U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan in the morning of the following day. He will lay 
a wreath at the Tomtb of the Unknown Soldier at 
Arlington National Cemetery on Wednesday afternoon 
and will then have talks with leaders of the House of 
Representatives. The prime minister will host a dinner 
for Reagan in the evening at the official residence of 
Japanese Ambassador Nobuo Matsunaga. 


On January 14 Takeshita will give a speech at a luncheon 
at the National Press Club in Washington and will have 
a meeting with leaders of the Senate in the afternoon 
followed by a press conference with Japanese reporters. 


Takeshita will arrive in Toronto, Canada, on the morn- 
ing of Friday January 15 and will have summit talks with 
Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney that after- 
noon. He will receive a courtesy visit by David Peterson, 
premier of Ontario, Friday evening and will then attend 
a dinner hosted by Canada. 


On January 16 Takeshita will have a breakfast meeting 
with Mulroney and will then visit the Canadiar com- 
pany Spar Aerospace. Later he will attend a reception 
hosted by Japanese-Canadian and Japanese residents in 
Canada. 


Takeshita will Jeave Toronto for Hawaii on January 17 
and return home on January 20. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 2 


Closer Ties Foreseen 
OW071321 Tokvo KYODO in English 1300 GMT 
7 Jan SS 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 7 KYODO—Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita will stress in his scheduled speech in Washing- 
ton next week that closer Japan-U.S. relations will play a 
decisive role for the future of the world, government 
sources said Thursday. 


Takeshita, who will visit Washington January | 2-15, will 
make clear Japan’s intention to increase its contribution 
to the international community by expanding domestic 
demand and enlarging economic assistance to develop- 
ing nations. 


In his speech to the National Press Club in the U.S. 
capital next Thursday, Takeshita will also call for 
strengthening unity among the Western democracies and 
assure Japan’s readiness to increase its share of defraying 
the cost of the U.S. Forces stationed in Japan, the 
sources said. 


Takeshita thinks it 1s important to directly speak to the 
U.S. public through his speech and clearly state Japan’s 
intention to assume a greater burden of international 
responsibilities as the second largest economic power in 
the Western World. 


Takeshita will stress the importance of cooperation 
between the U.S. and Japan to tackle such important 
matters as stabilizing the East-West relations, revitaliz- 
ing the world economy and improving the living stan- 
dards in the developing world. 


Delivering his hour-long speech in Japanese with an 
interpreter, Takeshita will also invite American scien- 
tists and scholars to Japan under the Japan Science 
Fellowship to be established, the sources said. 


‘Larger Contribution’ Viewed 
OW071255 Tokvo KYODO in English 1229 GMT 
7 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 7 KYODO—Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita will assure Japan's larger contribution to 
world peace and economic development when he meets 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan during his visit to Wash. 
ington January 12-15, government sources said Thurs- 
day. 


Takeshita will tell Reagan in their summit meeting 
scheduled January | 3 that he puts top priority on Japan’s 
relations with the U.S. in continuation of his predecessor 
Yasuhiro Nakasone’s policy, the sources said. 


Takeshita, who took up his post November 6, will also 
assure Reagan that his government is aiming to fully take 
over payment of allowances of the Japanese workers at 
U.S. military bases in Japan by fiscal 1990. 
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Takeshita will make every effort to establish a personal 
relationship of trust with Reagan by promising a larger 
contribution to the Japan-U_S. security ties, the sources 
said. 


Takeshita will highly evaluate the U.S.-Soviet treaty for 
elimination of intermediate-range nuclear forces signed 
in December and support Reagan's efforts to improve 
U.S.-Soviet relations, the sources said. 


Officials of the U.S. and Japan are currently making 
efforts to resolve bilateral economic issues, including 
larger U.S. participation in Japan's public works 
projects, they said. 


Takeshita will also point out the importance of cooper- 
ation afnong the U.S., Japan and South Korea to prevent 
international terrorism during the Olympic games in 
Seoul this year, they said. 


Takeshita will welcome progress in relations in general 
between South Korea and China which will contribute to 
peace and stability in East Asia, the sources said. But he 
will express Japanese understanding that there would be 
no immediate progress in their relations in view of 
China’s ties with North Korea. 


On the Middle East situation, Takeshita will tell Reagan 
that Japan will continue its dialogue with Ira~ in order to 
help realize an early end of the Iran-Iraq war, the sources 
said. 


Takeshita will laud the U.S. for its role in ensuring safe 
navigation in the Persian Gulf and will also tell Reagan 
that Japan will make further efforts to establish an 
electronic navigation system in this connection and 
extend greater economic cooperation to Jordan and 
Oman, the sources said. 


Summit Topics Pr viewed 
OW 080825 Tokvo KYODO in English 0649 GMT 
8 Jan 88 


[Text] Denpasar, Indonesia, Jan. 8 KYODO—Japanese 
Trade Minister Hajime Tamura said Friday measures to 
expand Japan’s domestic demand and the U.S. budget 
deficit will be among topics of discussion to be taken up 
at a meeting between Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita 
and President Ronald Reagan in Washington next week. 


“Discussion between (the two leaders) should center on 
major issues and they should talk with a forward-looking 
attitude,” Tamura was quoted as telling U.S. Trade 
Representative Clayton Yeutter. 


Tamura said the U.S. budget deficit, low interest rates in 
Japan and the Japanese Government proposal to recycle 
part of a huge trade surplus as a fund to developing 
countries may also be discussed at the Japan-U.S. sum- 
mit meeting. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Takeshita ts expected to renew Japan's determination to 
restructure its export-oriented industrial structure lo one 
led by domestic demand, according to the trade minister. 


Takeshita will visit the United States January 12-15, his 
first to that country since he became prime minister last 
November. 


Tamura and Yeutter are here to attend a conference of 
trade ministers from the Asian and Pacific region. 


Willy de Clercq, commissioner for trade policy of the 
European Community (EC), and Canadian International 
Trade Minister Patricia Carney are also participating in 
the three-day conference which ts opening Friday after- 
noon. 


Tamura also said Takeshita may refer to punitive action 
against Japan’s Toshiba Corp. raentioned in the budget 
bill and a bilateral dispute over access to the Japanese 
market by foreign computer chip makers. 


The U.S. Government imposes punitive tariffs on cer- 
tain Japanese electronics imports on the grounds that 
American suppliers’ share in the Japanese semiconduc- 
tor market has not increased. 


Toshiba Corp. also came under fire because of exports of 
security-sensitive machines to the Soviet Union in vio- 
lation of COCOM regulations by one of its subsidiaries, 
Toshiba Machine Co. 


Toshiba Corp. is a giant electrical machinery maker 
based in Tokyo. 


While Tamura “harshly” hit out at the U.S. omnibus 
trade bill now before Congress, Yeutter urged Japan to 
open up its market for agricultural products in the 
30-minute meeting though the two agreed to oppose 
protectionist moves, according to the sources. 


Takeshita Discusses Topics With Opposition 
OW'110941 Tokyo KYODO in English 0847 GMT 
11 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 11 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita told an opposition leader Monday he 
will urge U.S. President Ronald Reagan to help speed up 
the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan. 


Takeshita made the comment during talks over tele- 
phone with Saburo Tsukamoto, leader of the No. 3 
opposition Democratic Socialist Party (DSP), DSP 
sourcr > said. 


Last week, Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze said the Soviet Union hopes to pull its troops out 
of Afghanistan this year. 
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The prime minister. due to leave Tokyo Tuesday for a 
nine-day tour to the United States and Canada, also 
talked over the telephone with Junya Yano, leader of tie 
second largest opposition party, to discuss bilateral 
defense and economic issues, Komeito sources said. 


On Friday, Takeshita also talked with Takako Doi. 
leader of the No. | opposition Japan Socialist Party 
(JSP). 


In a discussion with Yano, the prime minister said he 
would not bow to U.S. pressure for Japan to increase its 
defense burdens and outlays. Takeshita reassured the 
opposition leader that he would not return from the 
summit with “heavy baggage” in the defense area and 
that Japan would continue to use its own judgment 
regarding its defense requirements. 


Takeshita said the recent decision by Japan to shoulder 
more of the cost of stationing U.S. Forces in Japan was 
made out of concern for saving Japanese joos at US. 
bases. 


Yano said Takeshita should call on the U.S. Government 
to step up its efforts to redress its fiscal and trade 
deficits. 


The prime minister said, however, such pressure might 
induce the U.S. to ask Japan to assume a greater share of 
military costs. 


Takeshita also said Japan and U.S. were considering 
ways to deal with debts incurred by Central-South Amer- 
ican nations so that Japan would not become embroiled 
in the superpower contest there. Komeito sources said. 


The premier basically agreed with Tsukamoto that Japan 
should seek greater U.S. efforts to reduce its fiscal 
deficits and promote international coordination to sia- 
bilize the yen-dollar exchange rate, DSP sources said. 


Takeshita did not share the DSP leader's opinion that 
Japan's official development aid should be converted to 
Outright grants, saying it would dampen recipient 
nations’ enthusiasm for economic independence. 


Foreign Minister Uno Leaves for U.S. 
OW111253 Tokyo KYODO in English 1244 GUT 
11 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 11 KYODO—Foreign Minister 
Sosuke Uno left Japan for the United States Monday 
evening for meetings with U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz ahead of Wednesday's scheduled summit talks 
between Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita and Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan. 


Uno will have talks with his U.S. counterpart on Tues- 
day to iron out differences such issues as Japan’s imports 
of agricultural products and U.S. access to Japanese 
public works projects, a ministry official said. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Uno 1s also scheduled to meet with Detense Secretary 
Frank Carlucci the same day and join Takeshita on 
Wednesday. 


Takeshita Meets U.S. Senator Bentsen 
OW 080541 Tokvo KYODO in Enelish 0513 GMT 
S Jan SS 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 8 KYODO—A powerful US. legisla- 
tor called on Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita Friday to 
lift Japan's farm import curbs. 


Lloyd Bentsen, chairman of the Senate Finance Commit- 
tee, also requested Japan to improve access for American 
products to the Japanese market to fight against protec- 
tionism, officials said. 


Takeshita responded that Japan will make efforts to 
settle its trade disputes with the US... the officials said 
after the meeting. 


Bentsen, a Texas Democrit, told Takeshita in a visit to 
the prime minister's official residence that Congress will 
send trade legislation to President Ronald Reagan prob- 
ably in April. 


A Japanese official quoted the senator, who arrived in 
Japan Thursday, as describing the omnibus trade bill as 
being designed to ensure fair access to each other's 
market. 


After meeting with Takeshita, Bentsen called on Shin- 
taro Abe, secretary general of the ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party, who said Japan cannot lift its near total ban 
on .ice imports. 


Abe told the visiting senator the rice issue concerns not 
only farmers but also the Japanese people as a whole, an 
LDP official said aiter the meeting. 


A former foreign minister, Abe expressed the hope that 
Japan and the United States would reach agreement on 
new quotas for beef and orange imports. 


The current beef and orange quotas are duc to expire at 
the end of March. The U.S. is pressinz Japan to liberalize 
imports of them. 


On defense, Abe told Bentsen the Japanese Government 
made a crucial decision to lift the ceiling on defense 
spending ceiling of | percent of the nation’s gross 
national product in order to contribute more to Western 
security. 


Officials said Abe also explained to Bentsen a planned 
boost in appropriations toward the cost of stationing of 
U.S. forces in Japan, 
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Later in the day, Bentsen met with Foreign Minister 
Sosuke Uno and called for reducing the huge Japanese 
trade surplus with the U.S. which he warned will lead to 
either protecticnism or recession in the U.S. A recession 
in the U.S. «il slow down the world economy, he said. 


Bentsen also repeated a request that Japan further open 
its market to U.S. agricultural products, particularly 
beef. 


He said he will be encouraged as a person opposed to the 
“Gephardt clause” in the House-proposed omnibus 
trade bill if Japan shows progress regarding U.S. beef 
imports by March. 


The Japan-U.S. orange and beef import agreement will 
expire at the end of March. 


Richard Gephardt, Democrat from Missouri, insisted on 
a compulsory trade surplus cut by) countries with exces- 
sive trade surpluses. 


Uno stressed the need for joint action to maintain 
healthy world trade, officials said, adding that he will 
convey Bentsen’s request for increased beef imports to 
goverment officials concerned and Japanese lawmakers. 


Uno explained Japan's efforts to increase public works 
spending and official development aid in the fiscal 1988 
budget in order to reduce external balance of p~ ments 
and contribute to the developing nations. 


Diet Approval Sought on U.S. Bases Plan 
OW 080555 Tokyo KYODO in English 0534 GMT 
8 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 8 KYODO—The government and the 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party agreed Friday to seek 
Diet approval for a revision of a special Japan-U.S. 
accord so as to enable Japan to pay all allowances. 
including retirement pay, of the 21,000 Japanese work- 
ers on U.S. bases in Japan, government and party 
officials said. 


The decision was made at a liaison meeting of senior 
officials attended by Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita. 


Takeshita will convey the decision to U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan at their meeting in Washington on 
January 13, the officials said. 


The cabinet of former Prime Miniter Yasuhiro Nakaone 
decided last October that Japan would consult the U.S. 
On ways to pay miore toward maintaining U.S. Forces in 
Japan as part ci its contribution to the cost of ensuring 
safe navigation in the Persian Gulf. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The current five-year agreement between the two coun- 
tries, which was signed last January, stipulates that 
Japan shoulder up to half the cost of fringe benefits of 
the Japanese employees at U.S. military facilities in 
Japan. The allowances :nclude family expenses, housing 
and retirement payments. 


The government will seek approval of the revision of the 
agreement at the current session of the Diet. If the Diet 
agrees, Japan will shoulder all costs of the allowances for 
the Japanese workers by fiscal 1990, the officials said. 


The government has set aside a maximum of 20.866 
billion yen in the fiscal 1988 budget to cover the Japa- 
nese share of base employees’ allowances under the 
existing arrangement. The proposed revision would dou- 
ble that sum. 


The Status-of-Forces Agreement under the Japan-U_S. 
Security Treaty stipulates that the cost of maintaining 
the U.S. Forces in Japan 1s to be dorne by the US. and 
the cost of facilities by Japan. The basic wages of the 
Japanese workers are paid by the U.S. 


The government decided not to revise the Status-of- 
Forces Agreement because of the likelihood of strong 
objections by oppositron parties, source said. 


Japanese workers on U.S. bases are paid in yen and the 
U.S. has been urging Japan to increase its share of the 
burden as the dollar's value against yen has declined by 
about 90 percent since September 1985. 


To ease the U.S. burden, Japan has been shouldering 
part of the expenses for the maintenance of U.S. forces in 
Japan since 1978. Japan's share has been rising every 
year since then. 


The fiscal 1988 budget allocates ! 20.3 billion yen toward 
the cost of keeping U.S. Forces stationed in Japan, up 9.8 
percent over the current fiscal year. 


Foreign Firms To Participate in Works Projects 
OW081325 Tokvo KYODO in English 1314 GMT 
8 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 8 KYODO—The government has 
decided to admit U.S. and other foreign contractors to 
participate in certain of Japan's special public works 
projects as a symbolic market-opening measure prior to 
Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita’s visit to Washington 
January 12-15, government sources said Friday. 


The government will also accept a GATT ruling on 
import liberalization of 10 farm products, including 
starch, ata GATT council meeting scheduled to be held 
early next month, the sources said. 
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Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno will relay the decisions 
when he meets U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz 
next Tuesday in Washington before Takeshita’s summit 
meeting with U.S. President Ronald Rea,an scheduled 
the next day. 


The Takeshita-Reagan meeting thus will be able to 
concentrate on high-level issues and not touch on bilat- 
eral economic issues, according to the sources. 


They said that six public works projects, such as the 
second stage construction work on the new Tokyo Inter- 
national Airport in Narita and a planned extension of the 
Tokyo Intenational Airport in Haneda, are now being 
studied with the inclusion of foreign contvactors in 
mind. 


Ministry To Feel Out PRC on South Korea Ties 
OW 100725 Tokyo KYODO in English 0651 GMT 
10 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 10 KYODO-Japan plans to feel out 
possibilities of improving ties betwee China and South 
Korea during a high-level Foreign Ministry meeting in 
Beijing later this month, government sources say. 


The sources said senior officials from the Foreign Min- 
istry will try to play the middleman role when they travel 
to Beijing for the annual China-Japan Foreign Ministry 
consultative meeting Jan. 28-29. 


The Tokyo government has expressed strong interest in 
fostering better ties between China and South Korea as 
part of Japan’s overall efforts to ease tension in the 
Korean peninsula. 


Hopes of a rapprochement between Beijing and Seoul 
grew after South Korean President-Elect No Tae-wu 
declared he wants to set up official ties with China. 


Government sources say the Chinese attitude at the 
two-day meeting in Beijing with Japan’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Takakazu Kuriyama will give Japan a better 
idea on how to proceed in improving Beijing-Seoul ties. 


China and South Korea maintain indirect trade relations 
but have no diplomatic relations. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita is scheduled to visit 
Seoul next month to attend No’s inaugural ceremony as 
president and Beijing-Seoul ties are expected to come up 
for discussion there. 


Takeshita, who is pushing for closer China-South Korea 
ties, is also scheduled to visit Beijing this fall. 


Japanese Foreign Ministry officials, however, said they 
are not expecting any dramatic development in China- 
South Korea relations in the near future. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


China 1s unlikely to move at least until the Seoul 
Olympics is Over, One senior Foreign Ministry official 
said. 


GATT Ruling on Liquor Tax Revision Accepted 
OW091045 Tokyo KYODO in English 1033 GMT 
y Jan SS 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 9 KYODO—The Finance Ministry 
has decided to revise Japan's liquor tax system in line 
with a recommendation by the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), ministry officials said Satur- 
day. 


They said a new taxation package covering a variety of 
liquors, including whiskey and brandy, will go into effect 
in April next year when a new indirect tax 1s imple- 
mented as part of a sweeping reform of Japan’s tax 
system. 


Japan's allegedly high tax rates on liquors have been a 
source of friction between Japan and the European 
Community (EC). 


The officials said the new package will call for substan- 
tial reduction of tax rates on imported high-class liquors. 
Tax will be levied on volume instead of prices, they said. 


Classifications of whiskies, brandies and Japanese sake 
wili »e¢ abolished and a uniform tax rate will be imposed, 
the officials said. 


As for “shochu” or distilled Japanese spirits, tax will be 
more than doubled from the present level to narrow 
differentials with that imposed on whiskies, they said. 


The Finance Ministry plans to include the package in a 
comprehensive tax reform program to be drawn up 
around the middle of February, the officials said. 


The ministry's previous tax reform plan was scrapped 
together with the controversial sales tax proposal last 
year. 


High tax rates on imported alcoholic beverages have 
been a subject of strong protest from the EC as being 
discriminatory. 


The GATT Council ruled last November that the Japa- 
nese liquor tax system runs counter to GATT Article 3 
stipulating nondiscrimination in taxation. 


Miyazawa Says G-7 Intervention To Continue 
OW080309 Tokyo KYODO in English 0244 GMT 
8 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 8 KYODO—Finance Minister Kuichi 
Miyazawa said Friday the Group of Sever (G-7) major 
monetary nations will continue coordinated market 
intervention if necessary to avoid violent fluctuations in 
exchange rates. 
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Miyazawa told a press conference after a cabinet meeting 
that the G-7 nations—the U.S., Japan, West Germany, 
France, Britain, Italy, and Canada—will try to avoid 
wild rate swings such as happened at the year-end and 
early this week. 


Miyazawa refused to comment when he was asked 
whether he thinks stability has been restored in exchange 
markets. 


He also said there was nothing he wished to say about the 
current market situation, indicating his satisfaction with 
the current yen-dollar rate, which stood at the 129 yen 
level in early Tokyo trading Friday. 


Mongolia 


Batmonh, Sodnom Greet Cambodian Leaders 
OW 080354 Ulaanbaatar International Service in 
English 

0910 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] General Secretary of the MPRP Central Commit- 
tee President Batmonh and Prime Minister Sodnora 
have sent 2 message of greetings to the leaders of 
Kampuchea, Heng Samrin and Hun Sen, on the ninth 
anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea. 


The Mongoiian leaders expressed full support to Kam- 
puchea’s national reconciliation policy designed to 
Strengthen the security around that country from the 
position of a new way of political thinking. Mongolia will 
continue her decisive support to the constructive initia- 
tives and active efforts of the three fraternal Indochina 
countries directed at making Southeast Asia a zone of 
peace, stability, and coo»eration, says the message. 


Batmonh Greets Italian Communist Leader 
OW 080348 Ulaanbaatar International Service in 
English 

0910 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] Mongolian party leader Jambyn Batmonh has 
congratulated leader of the Italian Communist Party, 
Alessandro Natta, on his 70th birthday. 


North Korea 


Newspaper on ‘Settling’ Relations With U.S. 
SK091115 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1059 GMT 9 Jan 58 


[Text] Pyongyang January 9 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today carries an article t'*‘ed “relatiois between 
DPRK and United States must be promptly settled for 
peace in Korea and her reunification.” 


The author of the article says: 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


In his new year address for this year, the respected leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song clarified the principled problem 
which should be solved between the DPRK and the 
United States for the reunification of the country. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said: 


“For the fundamental settlement of the question of the 
reunification of our country. the relations between the 
DPRK and the United States must be settled.” 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song pointed out that 
the United States continues its military occupation of 
South Korea, still avoiding the tripartite talks proposed 
by us. 


The tripartite talks are aimed at concluding a peace 
agreement between the DPRK and the United States, 
withdrawing the U.S. forces from South Korea, adopting 
a non-aggression declaration between the North and the 
South, discontinuing the use of armed forces against 
each ciher, reducing armies and armaments and remov- 
ing military confrontation. [his proposal is a most fair, 
reasonable and realistic one acceptable to anyone. 


The United States has no justification for averting from 
the proposal. 


The United States must have a stand to positively solve 
the relations between the DPRK and the United States, 
getting rid of its old-rutted, bigoted stance toward the 
question of Korea. 


Referring to the United States’ illegal deployment of 
nuclear weapons in South Korea, the great leader Com- 
rade Kim Il-song reiterated the principled stand that 
nuclear weapons should be withdrawn from South 
Korea. 


If a nuclear war breaks out in Korea, its victims are none 
other than Koreans in the North and the South. 


The United States is not at all justified in having brought 
nuclear weapons to South Korea and made it a nuclear 
base in confrontation with us who possess no nuclear 
arms. 


If these nuclear weapons are aimed at another socialist 
country, the United States ought to withdraw them from 
South Korea now that she has concluded a nuclear 
disarmament treaty with the Soviet Union. 


The policy of withdrawing nuclear weapons from South 
Korea is a righteous one to prevent the danger of a 
nuclear war in Korea and guarantee a durable peace 
there. 
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The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said that the 
United States must remove as soon as possible the traces 
of the past which were undesirable to both sides. and 
open a new chapter in the annals of Korea-US. relation- 
ship in keeping with the current trend to peace 


The U.S. relationship with Korea began with its policy of 
the military occupation of Souin Korea. 


The U.S. occupation policy that violates national sover- 
eignty and endangers peace on 1!.2 Korean peninsula can 
never be justified. 


If the United States truly wants peace in Korea and her 
reunification, she must contact with us to seek a way for 
the peaceful settlement of in question. 


Says U.S. He. ‘ne Tensions 
SK111043 Pyongyang KCN« in English 
1033 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January | 1 (KCNA}—The U.S. impe- 
rialists are ceaselessly heightening the tensions by mass- 
ing their forces on major zones of resources and strategic 
vantage points to directly interfere or encourage their 
stooges, says NODONG SINMUN today in an article 
entitled “The U.S. Imperialists Are the Very One Who is 
Keying up the International Tensions.” 


Noting that the international tensions are becoming 
worse still further in the new year as the U.S. imperialists 
are making haste with arms race and nuclear war prep- 
arations, the paper says: 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said in his new 
year address: 


“The imperialists’ policy of aggression and plunder is 
still the root cause of threat to world peace and of 
growing international tension.” 


The U.S. imperialists, dreaming of establishing domina- 
tion over the world through “superiority from strength” 
and “nuclear predominance,” are putting spurs on the 
armament expansion, development and productimn of 
mass destruction weapons. Only in the period following 
the signing of a Soviet-U.S. treaty on partial nuclear 
disarmament they secretly made a ground launching test 
of laser weapons as preparations for “Star Wars,” tried 
missile launching for the perfection of sophisticated 
nuclear weapons and went into the production of binary 
chemical weapons. Such arms race and military adven- 
turist policy of the U.S. imperialists are bringing the dark 
clouds of nuclear and chemical warfare to hang heavily 
over mankind. 


By massing armed forces in the Persian Gulf and 
expanding their interference there they are blocking the 
road to a peaceful settlement of the disputes in this 
vogion and deliberately increasing the tensions. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


In particular, the United States 1s continually encourag- 
ing the Somoza remnants to armed rebelhhon with a 
vicious aim of destroying the Nicaraguan revolution 


The U.S. imperialists are goading Israel, South African 
racists and other stooges to aggressive, repressive and 
terrorist acts in the Middle East. southern Africa and 
other important strategic strongholds 


They are reinforcing their aggression forces in South 
Korea and running amok with provocative moves tor 
nuclear war only to bring the situation on the Korean 
peninsula to a higher pitch of strain 


The United States repeatedly stated that it would not 
reduce its forces in South Korea. in defiance of the 
DPRK's proposal for multinational disarmament nego- 
tuations and unilateral arms cut step 


The U.S. ruling quarters intend to concentrate large 
naval anJ air forces in and around South Korea on the 
occasion of the 1988 Olympics and step up preparations 
for nuclear war. 


The current situation makes it incumbent upon the 
world’s peaceloving people to resolutely struggle against 
the imperialist policies of aggression, war and plunder in 
order to ease the international tensions and detend 
universal peace 


(Criticizes "War Maneuvers’ 
SK111113 Pyonevange Domestic Service in Korean 
2152 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 7 January commentary: “Undis- 
guised Challenge”™} 


[Text] According to a report, the U.S. imperialists have 
decided to appropriate $102 million for constructing 
military facilities for the U.S. forces in South Kovea this 
year. It 1s said that this fund ‘vill be used for constructing 
various military installations and facilities, including 
military barracks, ammunition dumps, and aircraft 
sheds. 


The U.S. imperialists’ appropriation of such huge 
am’ § budget for improving and expanding US. 
military vases in South Korea ts precisely a criminal step 
designed to perpetuate the U.S. occupation of South 
Korea and to accelerate prepar: tions for a war of nor*h- 
ward invasion. 


Notwithstanding our advancement of a proposal for 
massive, phased disarmament and our sincere efforts for 
its realization and, in particular, notwithstanding our 
unilateral reduction of 100,000 troops in an effort to 
open a breakthrough for disarmament, the United States 
has run amok in reinforcing its military forces in South 
Korea, instead of accepting our proposal. This 1s an open 
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challenge to our people and the peace-loving people of 
the world who are calling for the withdrawal of US. 
forces from South Korea in the interests of peace in 
Korea and its reunification. 


The U.S. imperialists have talked about peace in Korea 
and its reunification, as if they were interested in this. 
However, this is nothing but a lie. In actuality, they have 
schemed to occupy South Korea permanently and have 
accelerated preparations for a war of northward inva- 
sion. 


In particular, since we put forth the proposal for disar- 
mament, the U.S. imperialists not only have increased 
their armed forces in South Korea and the area around 
it, but have also decided to stage the “Team Spirit” joint 
military exercise On a larger scale under the excuse of 
security for the Olympics. 


Recently, U.S. President Reagan said that reducing U.S. 
forces in South Korea would run counter to national 
interests of the United States. Thus, he has laid bare his 
real intention of attempting to deploy U.S. forces in 
South Korea permanently. 


It is the invariable strategic aim of the U.S. imperialists 
to make South Korea a front line nuclear attack base and 
to ignite a new war, a thermonuclear war, from this base. 
The U.S. imperialists have schemed to hold on to South 
Korea as their permanent military base for aggression 
and, using it as a stepping-stone, to invade all of Korea 
and other socialist countries. 


The U.S. imperialists’ current decision to appropriate 
huge amounts of funds for constructing U.S. military 
bases in South Korea is more evidence that proves such 
schemes of theirs. 


To remove the acute tension prevailing on the Korean 
Peninsula and to open a favorable aspect for peace and 
peaceful reunification here, disarmament should be real- 
ized and the U.S. forces occupying South Korea should 
be withdrawn. The occupation of South Korea by the 
U.S. forces is a basic obstacle to Korea’s reunification 
and is the root source of tension on the Korean Penin- 
sula. 


If today’s situation, in which the U.S. imperialists have 
occupied South Korea and vast armed forces are con- 
fronted, is left as it is, the flames of war may be ignited 
at any moment in Korea. 


In order to alleviate tension and to preserve peace on the 
Korean Peninsula, our proposal for phased disarmament 
should be realized at the earliest possible date. This fully 
accords with the desire of our people and the people of 
the world. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The United States should immediately renounce the war 
manuevers in South Korea as demanded by our people 
and world’s people, should accept our disarmament 
proposal without delay, and should withdraw from 
South Korea. 


Kim Il-song Receives Sri Lankan Delegation 
SK091059 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1049 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 9 (KCNA) —The great leader 
president Kim Il-song today received the visiting dele- 
gation of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party [SFP] headed by 
Anura Bandaranaike, vice- chairman of the SFP Central 
Committee and leader of the parliamentary group of 
opposition parties. 


Present on the occasion were secretary Hwang Chang- 
yop, and vice-director of a department Kim Yang-kon, 
of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea. 


President Kim Il-song conversed with the guests in a 
cordial and friendly atmosphere. 


He was presented with a gift by the head of the delega- 
tion. 


Talks Held With WPK 
SK071122 Pyvongvang KCNA in English 
1029 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 7 (KCNA) —Talks between 
the delegations of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the 
Sri Lanka Freedom Party [SFP] were held in Pyongyang 
Thursday. 


Present at the talks were secretary of the WPK Central 
Committee Hwang Chang-yop and others, and the mem- 
bers of the delegation headed by Anura Bandaranaike, 
vice-chairman of the SFP Central Committee and leader 
of the parliamentary group of opposition parties. 


At the talks the two sides informed each other of the 
situation of their countries and exchanged views on a 
series of matters of mutual concern. 


The talks took place in a friendly atmosphere. 


KCNA Reports South-U.S. Trade Talks Failure 
SK080448 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0427 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 8 (KCNA)—Chong In-yong, 
puppet deputy prime minister, who went on the leg of his 
Washington tour with a “negotiating group,” from the 
outset of the new year, to “finally settle accounts” with 
the American masters over the “pending issues of trade” 
in connection with the opening of markets to tobacco, 
insurance and beef, flew back to Seoul on January 5 
empty handed, according to a report from Seoul. 
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The puppets have no other option than to wait for an 
Opportunity to “grant” the opening of markets to beef 
because of strong protests by the South Korean people. 
So they begged the American masters to consider such 
miserable position of theirs. 


However, this plea fell on deaf ears; the American 
masters pressed the puppets to comply impromptu with 
all their demands. 


The trade representative of the U.S. side who came out 
to the negotiating table dismissed even a request of the 
puppets to meet with the U.S. secretary of the treasury. 
He threatened to slap huge tariffs on the South Korean 
brand export goods to the United States, demanding that 
they fly back to Seoul immediately and “notify” him of 
the “final decision” of the puppet side within 2-3 weeks. 


Thus, a “deputy prime minister’ was snubbed by a 
lower-ranking official of the United States. This shows 
the world the sorry sight of the No Tae-u group as a 
colonial stooge of U.S. imperialism. 


All facts clearly prove that there can be no equality and 
reciprocity between the master and the stooge but mas- 
ter-servant relations of order and obedience. 


Says South ‘Subservient’ to U.S. 
SK100811 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0804 GMT 10 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 10 (KCNA) —The South 
Korean puppet deputy prime minister, who had visited 
Washington only to fly back hurriedly to Seoul under a 
strong pressure that the markets be fully opened to 
insurance, tobacco and beef, called a “meeting of minis- 
ters concerned” on January 7 and talked about some 
“appropriate measures,” according to a report from 
Seoul. 


Calling “the U.S. demand for market opening a stringent 
and serious one,” he noisily talked about South Korea 
“having no other choice than to open the markets” and 
“having to inevitably take steps to convince” the United 
States. 


This means that the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group 
opted to totally open the markets not only to insurance 
and tobacco but also to beef in subservience to the U.S. 
imperialist pressure. It is one more intolerable anti- 
national act and treacherous crime which provokes our 
people’s surging national indignation. 


Moreover, what cannot be overlooked is the fact that the 
puppets pay no heed to peasants’ losses to be caused by 
the market opening, while so despicably submitting to 
the American masters. 


The puppets claim to “explain” to the peasants the 
“inevitability of widening of market opening” so that 
they might “understand” it. 
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This is a crafty ruse to lull the sentiments of the people's 
resistance against the U.S. imperialists’ predatory pres- 
sure tO Open the markets and against the treacherous 
crime of the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group. 


NODONG SINMUN Comments 
SK110521 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0507 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January || (KCNA) —The U.S. pres- 
sure to open South Korean markets indicates the bri- 
gandish color of U.S. imperialism as a most shameless 
and high-handed aggressor and plunderer, stresses 
NODONG SINMUN in a signed commentary Monday. 


The commentary says: 


At the recent negotiation for “final setthkement” of the 
“pending trade issues” between the United States and 
South Korea, the South Korean puppets accepted the 
U.S. demand for opening tobacco and insurance markets 
and requested the United States to wait for the lifting of 
the ban on beef imports until the Olympic games or at 
least until the “general parliamentary elections.” But the 
United States scornfully dismissed the request and pro- 
nounced an “ultimatum” that it would take retaliatory 
measures in case South Korea fails to accept its demand. 


This pressure is not for the South Korean people or for 
each other’s interests but only for the greedy monopolies 
of the United States. 


The imports of U.S. cattle and beef in compliance with 
U.S. pressure “fluctuated the price of cattle’ and saddled 
the South Korean farmers with a huge amount of debts. 
Not content with this state of affairs, U.S. imperialism 
high-handedly charged the puppets with failing to 
meekly accept its brigandish demand which ruins South 
Korean people. This is, indeed, an outrage of the suzer- 
ain state on its colony, South Korea. 


U.S. imperialism has fully revealed its wolfish color by 
throwing off the veil of “protector” and overtly setting 
out to “prey on” the South Korean people. 


The U.S.-South Korea trade negotiation clearly showed 
the world what a despicable and heinous group of 
traitors the South Korean rulers are. 


The puppets’ request for delay of the lifting of the ban on 
beef imports until the Olympics or at least the “general 
elections” was aimed at avoiding anything that may 
provoke the masses of people in this period and creating 
conditions for success in the drama for extension of their 
military dictatorship. 


The point is that such U.S. pressure becomes stronger 
after the faked “victory” of the traitor No Tae-u, who 
who promised his U.S. master to open South Korean 
markets and then received a “license to take office.” 
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Shultz’s Praise of South Politics Criticized 
SK110509 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
457 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 11 (KCNA)}—U:S. Secretary 
of State Shultz at a press conference on January 7 
hammered away at a poppycock that a “political mira- 
cle” is taking place in South Korea and “he supports 
these developments,” according to a foreign press report 
from Washington. 


“Political miracle’ on his lips means the rigged-up 
“victory” of the traitor No Tae-u in the “presidential 
elections’; it implies support to coming to power of the 
traitor who is unanimously rejected by the people and to 
the extension of the military fascist dictatorship in South 
Korea. 


It is known to the world that the “presidential elections” 
held at the close of last year were out-and-out fraudulent 
elections and a formal function staged on the script and 
under the manipulation of U.S. imperialism to extend 
the fascist ruling system in colony. 


The U.S. imperialists, afraid of the - nce of the 
people, have repeated empty words vu. wemocratisa- 
tion” in South Korea and covered behind-the-scene 
support to the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group. 


But they let the secretary of state describe the “victory” 
of the traitor No Tae-u through the fraudulent “elec- 
tions” as a “political miracle” and openly support him, 
thus fully revealing their ugly color as criminals who 
sought the extension of the military fascist dictatorship 
in South Korea. 


Solarz’s Seoul Visit Criticized 
SK110131 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2154 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 8 January commentary: “Seeking 
to Prolong the Pro-U.S. Military Dictatorship] 


[Text] Having reopened the road to extend the pro-US. 
military dictatorship by manipulating the presidential 
election in South Korea behind the scenes, the U.S. 
imperialists are desperately trying to make the South 
Korean people accept the election results. 


An expert in East Asian affairs from the U.S. House of 
Representatives recently visited South Korea: described 
the fraudulent election, in which traitor No Tae-u’s 
victory was cooked up, as a fair election; and converted 
white into black by saying that the fabricated results 
were accepted by the South Korean people. This is 
pressure to call on the South Korean people and oppo- 
sition parties to accept the concocted results of the 
election. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Through these acts, the United States has revealed that it 
contrived the drama to extend the military rule by the 
elections and manipulated it behind the scenes. 


As a matter of fact, when the colonial rule was in 
jeopardy as a result of the South Korean people's struggle 
against the 13 April measure and their anti-U.S. and 
antifascist June resistance, the United States mapped out 
a scenario of political deception—the 29 June declara- 
tion called No Tae-u’s coup d'etat. 


When the United States put traitor No Tae-u in the 
so-called election race, it disguised him as a standard- 
bearer of democratization and even played the game of 
improving his status by inviting him to the United 
States. The United States also constantly conducted 
behind-the-scenes operations to alienate democratic 
forces from each other and split and disintegrate them, 
and drive a wedge to make it impossible for the opposi- 
tion party to nominate a single candidate. 


Furthermore, the United States openly threatened the 
people and the democratic figures, saying that if an 
opposition figure was elected president, a military coup 
d‘etat would occur.) Also, it blackmailed the democratic 
forces, stating that those who tried to foil the election 
course or to ignore election returns while involving the 
Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u ring in the fraudulent and 
deceptive election would not escape from denunciation. 


The United States is the very ringleader who schemed to 
prolong the military rule under the pretext of an election. 
As soon as traitor No Tae-u’s victory was fabricated, 
U.S. bosses raved about congratulations and the like and 
clamored that the South Korean people should accept his 
victory. Then they dispatched their political errand boy 
to stabilize the South Korean situation after the election. 


The U.S. imperialists are trying to extend the colonial 
rule forever by relying on traitor No Tae-u. The U.S. 
imperialists’ attempt to place traitor No Tae-u, a mili- 
tary hooligan, in power is an act inviting disaster by 
challenging the aspirations of the South Korean people 
who oppose the extension of the military rule and 
demand civilian rule. 


In the election, 12 million people, far more than the 
majority of the voters, cast votes against traitor No 
Tae-u, clearly expressing their opinions against extend- 
ing the military rule. 


To express their hatred and denunciation against the 
U.S. imperialists who manipulated traitor No Tae-u’s 
victory behind the scenes, South Korean students con- 
ducted an attack on the U.S. cultural center. This shows 
that even though power is assumed by traitor No Tae-u, 
a new colonial lackey, South Korea will not remain 
peaceful. 
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The Japanese daily NIHON KEIZAI SHIMBUN wrote: 
The election returns show that there are many voters 
against No Tae-u. When their voices are ignored, a 
peaceful rule cannot be expected. Many difficulties are 
expected in the future of No Tae-u. 


The South Korean people have clearly recognized once 
again that as long as the colonial domination and subju- 
gation of the U.S. imperialists continue in South Korea, 
they cannot realize their aspirations for democracy. 


The US. imperialists’ act of bolstering the military, 
fascist aictatorship while visiting South Korea will only 
result in erupting the people’s anti-U.S. sentiments. 


Daily on U.S. Acceptance of Election Results 
SK080459 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0437 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 8 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN Friday in a signed commentary condemns the 
U.S. imperialists for working hard to force the South 
Korean people to accept the “presidential election” 
results after they wirepulled the “election” in South 
Korea for another term of the pro-American military 
dictatorship. 


It recalls that after flying into South Korea, an East Asian 
expert of the U.S. House Foreign Relations Committee 
described the fradulent election, at which the traitor No 
Tae-u’s “victory” was faked up, as “‘a fair election” and 
talked as if the results were “being accepted” by the 
South Korean people. citing other instances of his dis- 
tortion of the real state of affairs, the commentary goes 
on: 


It is foolish of the U.S. imperialists to work hard to 
extend their colonial rule as long as possible in reliance 
on No Tae-u, a pro-American military gangster. Their 
efforts to seat No in power in defiance of the South 
Korean people’s demand for a civilian government 
instead of military rule are as good as bringing about 
misfortune themselves. 


Their frequent trips to South Korea to support the 
military fascist dictatorship will lead to the eruption of 
the anti-American sentiments of people. 


Daily on Tripartite Talks on ‘Korea Question’ 
SK110459 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0450 GMT I1 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 11 (KCNA) —In order to 
overcome the present difficulties before the country and 
the nation and provide a firm guarantee for the indepen- 
dent and peaceful reunification of the country, our 
proposal for tripartite talks must be realized without fail, 
declares MINJU CHOSON Sunday. 
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The daily comes out with a signed article on the lapse of 
four years since the DPRK government proposed tripar- 
tite talks involving the DPRK, the United States and 
South Korea for the peaceful solution of the question of 
Korea. 


Noting that the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said 
that tripartite talks must be held to ensure a durable 
peace in Korea and create the preconditions for its 
peaceful reunification, the article continues: 


By nature, as belligerent party in the Korean War, the 
United States is the very signatory to the Korean armi- 
Stice agreement and the actual ruler of South Korea, 
seizing its life line politically, economically and militar- 


ily. 


So, it is impossible to solve the fundamental question of 
peace in Korea and her peaceful reunification without 
direct negotiations with the United States. 


It is unavoidable duty for the United States to come out 
to the table of tripartite talks. 


As the South Korean authorities are directly responsible 
for the aggravation of tensions on the Korean peninsula, 
they must participate in the tripartite talks and discharge 
their obligation in easing the tensions. 


It entirely depends on the attitude and willingness of the 
U.S. and South Korean authorities whether the proposal 
for tripartite talks is realized or not. 


If the United States sincerely wants peace in Korea and 
her peaceful reunification, it must contact with us to seek 
ways of the peaceful solution of the Korean question. [as 
received] 


The United States must remove traces of the undesirable 
past as early as possible and open a new chapter in 
relations with Korea in conformity with the trend of the 
times for peace. 


Union, Youth Support North-South Talks 
SK 100806 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0758 GMT 10 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 10 (KCNA)}—Kim Pong-chu, 
chairman of the Central Committee of the General 
Federation of Trade Unions of Korea, and Choe Yong- 
hae, chairman of the Central Committee of the League of 
Socialist Working Youth of Korea, in their press state- 
ments on January 9 urged a prompt convocation of a 
North-South joint conference attended by persons in 
authority, representatives of all the political parties and 
social organizations and people of all social standings in 
the North and the South. 


They stressed that the proposal for the convocation of a 
North-South joint conference advanced by the great 
leader Comrade Kim II-song in his new year address was 
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not only a patriotic one in view of its purpose but also a 
most reasonable and timely initiative which is in accord 
with the nature of the problems to be solved immediately 
between North and the South and reflects the interests 
and demands of the South Korean workers, students and 
people of broad strata, a most just save-the-nation pro- 
posal acceptable to everybody. 


When a North-South joint conference is convened and 
the pending problems between the North and the South 
of Korea are resolved in the common interests of the 
nation, will it be possible to successfully solve the 
problems of discontinuing the ““Team Spirit” joint mil- 
itary exercises and other large war games, of arranging 
- multinational disarmament talks, of hosting the 24th 
Olympic Games jointly by the North and the South, of 
ceasing to hurl abuses and slanders against each other 
and of making representatives of South Korean youth 
and students participate in the 13th World Festival of 
Youth and Students slated for 1989 in Pyongyang, they 
said. 


They called upon the organizations of the labour move- 
ment and youth organizations, the entire workers and 
youth and students in South Korea to vigorously struggle 
for the convocation of a north-south joint conference, 
and expressed the hope that various countries of the 
world would render positive support and solidarity for 
this new proposal for national salvation. 


‘War Frenzy’ in South Exacerbates Tension 
SK090117 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2151 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[NODONG SINMUN 7 January commentary: “War 
Craze From the Outset of the New Year] 


[Text] The puppet South Korean Army, Air Force, and 
Navy held their so-called opening ceremonies after the 
New Year’s holidays. In these ceremonies, the puppet 
military brass, saying that somebody’s military provoca- 
tion is expected with the peaceful change of government 
and the Olympics approaching, whipped up war fever by 
referring to such things as strengthened security posture, 
maintenance of a perfect combat readiness, mapping out 
of a step-by-step operational plan and putting it into 
practice, and maximizing the power of the fighting spirit. 


The warmongers even went so far as to suggest that this 
year will prove their superiority in the North-South 
confrontation. This, a clear expression of the the South 
Korean puppets’ criminal schemes to carry out their war 
of northward invasion maneuver more plainly from the 
outset of the new year, enables all the people to easily 
ess how frantically the puppets’ war commotions will 
icked up this year under the instigation of the U.S. 
rialists. 


U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets 
have long conspired to further accelerate this year’s war 
preparations. As is known, the U.S. and South Korean 
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military brass have agreed to take such measures as 
laying in an additional store of ultramodern ammunition 
according to the agreement on rapid deployment of U.S. 
military reinforcements in South Korea in an emergency 
and on modernization of ammunition to be reserved for 
war, all under the pretext of ensuring a successful hosting 
of the Olympics. They also clamored that they would put 
these measures into practice beginning in January of this 
year. 


The warmongers also decided to keep the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet deployed in the waters off the South Korean 
coastline and increase the scale of the ‘““Team Spirit” war 
exercise beginning this year. There is no need to explain 
again that such reckless war frenzy will result in further 
exacerbating the tension between the North and South, 
in increasing the danger of war, and in jeopardizing the 
Olympic Games. 


By uttering the powder-reeking war monologue from the 
outset of the New Year and acceltrating the war schemes 
together with the U.S. imperialists, the puppets are now 
driving the situation on the Korean peninsula into a 
serious phase. 


What is ridiculous is that the puppets, who pull the war 
chariots of their U.S. imperialist masters, indiscreetly 
provoked us by charging that we plan to hamper the 
Olympics or mount a military provocation. 


Even today there is not a bit of change in our stand to 
settle the Korean question not through war, but by 
peaceful means. It is widely known to the world that we 
put forward a proposal for phased massive disarmament 
talks and a 5-point proposal for national unity last year 
following the announcement of the proposal for high- 
ranking North-South political and military talks. Since 
then we have made every effort possible to realize these 
proposals and took at our own initiative the measure of 
reducing 100,000 soldiers with a view toward producing 
a breakthrough for the realization of disarmament. 


From the outset of this year, we have exerted every 
sincere effort to promote national harmony and unity 
between the North and South, to remove the state of 
military confrontation, and ease the tension. 


How can our peace-loving effort as such become a 
provocation and pose threats and to whom? 


The puppets’ kicking up of commotion concerning the 
nonexistent threats is necessary Only to divert the atten- 
tion of the people who have risen up in the struggle 
against the military rule in South Korea and to justify the 
war maneuvers they accelerate together with the U.S. 
imperialists. 
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No matter what ballad they may sing about the threats, 
the warmongers, who have amassed together with the 
U.S. imperialists some 1,000 nuclear weapons in South 
Korea and are further accelerating their maneuvers to 
beef up the military, will deceive nobody by it. 


The South Korean puppets should abandon without 
delay their criminal maneuvers encouraging the North- 
South confrontation and war and putting even the Olym- 
pics to bad use for their war maneuvers. 


Low-Flying U.S. Plane Reported Damaging Houses 
SK080527 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0455 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 8 (KCNA)}—During a frantic 
war drill in the sky over Sangju, North Kyongsang 
Province of South Korea Wednesday, a fighter plane 
belonging to the U.S. Air Force flew low over the 
residential quarters, blowing off roofs of 220 dwelling 
houses, breaking windows and cracking walls, according 
to a report. 


And many people were injured. 


The unpardonable crime of the U.S. imperialist aggres- 
sion forces committed at the beginning of the new year 
touched off a great indignation among South Korean 
people. 


South ‘Fascists’ Raid Campus, Arrest Students 
SK110503 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0455 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January || (KCNA) —The Chon Tu- 
hwan-No Tae-u group is brutally suppressing students of 
Choson University in Kwangju who struggled against the 
suppression of the campus and subsidized directors, 
according to a radio report from Seoul. 


The fascist clique on January 8 arrested on the spot more 
than 120 students out of over 150 sit-in strikers. 


That evening the fascist clique drove a large number of 
police force again into Choson University and seized all 
articles for demonstration, frantically kicking up a 
search row. 


Meanwhile, the military hooligans, branding the struggle 
of students of Choson University as “radical acts”, 
threatened that they “‘would severely deal with them.” 


Daily Criticizes Crackdown 
SK 100841 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0834 GMT 10 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 10 (KCNA)}—NODONG 
SINMUN Sunday comments on the Chon Tu-hwan-No 
Tae-u military gang’s recent bloody suppression in 
Kwangju. 
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The signed commentary Says: 


The fascist clique Friday dispatched |,500 combat police 
of twelve companies to Choson University in Kwangju 
to crack down on the struggle of students for campus 
democracy. The police ten times as much as the students 
injured several students and walked away at least 120. 


The crackdown was committed by the gang of incumbent 
ruler Chon Tu-hwan and “President-elect” No Tae-u on 
the threshold of the “transfer of power” drama for 
extension of the dictatorship in South Korea. Such 
criminal act against democracy and the nation can be 
done only by heinous military gangsters. 


During his “election campaign,” No Tae-u “committed 
himself” to settle the Kwangju incident before anything 
else. After his faked “victory in the election,” he prom- 
ised to visit Kwangju, talking about “dialogue.” 


The bloody crackdown at Choson University in 
Kwangju, however, showed that all of his ““commit- 
ments” were a lie and that he is intended to retaliate 
politically on the students and other people in Kwangju 
who took the lead in the fight against extension of the 
military rule. 


It also showed that as long as the military gangsters 
backed by U.S. imperialism are left intact, it is difficult 
for the South Korean people to exist, still less realizing 
their desire for democracy. 


Ideological Education Reported in South 
SK110513 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0501 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 11 (KCNA) —The puppet 
Ministry of Education decided to give the socalled 
“education in ideological criticism’ to newcomers, 
according to a radio report from Seoul. The puppets 
decided to distribute anti-communist educational mate- 
rial from places of physical examination and registration 
of the newcomers and systematically organize “special 
lecture critical of leftist theory.” 


This is a vicious move to lull the fighting spirit of the 
newcomers by giving the intensified anti-communist 
education of hurling abuses and slanders against the 
communist idea and the northern half of the republic 
and to check the righteous activities of students by 
driving a wedge between the new students and senior 
students. But the puppets cannot benumb the fighting 
spirit of students or make them step back from the 
struggle with their bankrupt scheme to intensify the 
anti-communist education. 
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NODONG SINMUN Stresses ‘Confederal’ State 
SK111016 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1005 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January | | (KCNA) —The proposal to 
found a confederal state is the only feasible, realistic and 
scientific proposal for reunification which is acceptable 
to all people in the North or the South for its reasonable- 
ness and fairness, says NODONG SINMUN Sunday. 


The author of the article goes on: 
The great leader Comrade Kim II-song said: 


“We consider it the most reasonable settlement of the 
question of our country’s reunification to establish a 
single confederal state, neutral and non-aligned, on the 
basis of the North and the South recognizing each other's 
existence.” 


The proposal to establish a confederal state is a chuche- 
oriented reunification policy which reflects the steadfast 
independent stand that the national task for the reunifi- 
cation of the country should be carried out by the entire 
Korean people themselves in the North and the South 
and which embodies the thorough-going creative stand 
that all problems should be settled in conformity with 
the concrete conditions of the country and in the com- 
mon interests of the nation. 


The proposal for founding a confederal state most cor- 
rectly reflects the reality in the North and South of our 
country where different ideas and systems exist. 


If the North and the South do not recognize each other's 
existence but absolutize their ideas and systems and 
force them upon the other side, confrontation and con- 
flict will inevitably take place and, then, the division of 
the nation be deepened and the way for reunification be 
yet far away. 


This proposal is also a patriotic reunification way con- 
forming with the essence of the reunification question of 
our country and the desire of our nation for reunifica- 
tion. 


As the great leader taught in his new year address for 
1988, the question of national reunification of our 
country is not a matter of who will conquer whom or 
who will be conquered, nor a question of one side 
overpowering and winning supremacy over the other; it 
is the question of achieving unity between the North and 
the South which make up one nation of the same stock. 


The proposal for founding a confederal state put forward 
by the great leader is a mi!estone of reunification which 
comprehensively applies 1'\. .°««* »rinciples of indepen- 
dence, peaceful reunification and great national unity, 
the basic program of national reunification, which were 
jointly clarified by the North and the South in the July 4 
North-South joint statement. 
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The reunification of our country should be realised by 
our nation itself independently and without any foreign 
force’s interference, settled peacefully through North- 
South contact and dialogue without recourse to force of 
arms and realised on the principle that all the Koreans in 
the North, the South and abroad achieve great unity as 
One nation in disregard of the differences of idea and 
system. 


Our proposal for founding the Democratic Confederal 
Republic of Koryo and the ten-point policy to be 
enforced by a confederal state consummate such demand 
of the three principles of national reunification as a 
common reunification program of the nation. 


If our proposal to establish a confederal state is to be 
realised, the confrontation and tension between the 
North and the South should be removed and an atmo- 
sphere of reconciliation and unity within the nation be 
created and the question of relations with the United 
States be settled, the article stresses. 


Daily on National Independence, Prosperity 
SK 100849 Pyongvang KCNA in English 
0839 GMT 10 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 10 (KCNA}—NODONG 
SINMUN Sunday comes out with a signed article enti- 
tled ‘““Chuche Idea Is Banner of Struggle for Chajusong 
and Prosperity of Nation.” 


The article says: 


The chuche idea is a revolutionary doctrine which elu- 
cidates how to shape the destiny of the nation, and it is 
a true revolutionary idea of our times which leads the 
people to eternal happiness and prosperity. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the presidium of the 
Political Bureau, and secretary, of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, said: 


“Only when we continue with our struggle upholding the 
banner of the chuche idea, will we be able to overcome 
all difficulties and trials, speed up national reunification 
and achieve final victory in the cause of socialism and 
communism.” 


Holding aloft the banner of the chuche idea is a guaran- 
tee for properly solving all problems in shaping the 
destiny of the nation at its own discretion and with its 
own efforts in the high spirit of national independence. 
This spirit carries high conscivusness of the nation being 
the master of its destiny and willing to mould its own 
destiny on its own responsibility. 


This spirit is an ideological and mental motive force for 
national prosperity. 
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The chuche idea requires that chuche should be estab- 
lished and self-reliance be maintained in the revolution- 
ary struggle and construction work. So it serves as a 
powerful ideological and theoretical weapon that enables 
a nation to correctly solve all problems in carrying out its 
destiny. 


Holding aloft the banner of tme chuche idea is essential 
for national unity and power. 


The might of people comes from their unity. There is no 
more powerful weapon than unity in the making of a 
nation’s future. 


The unity of a nation means the unity of popular masses. 


Only when it is based on a single ideology and centre, can 
it be solid and effective. 


The chuche idea is a banner for the unity of our nation. 
When we achieve great national unity on the basis of the 
chuche idea, we will be able to smash ang attempts of the 
enemy, reunify the country and defend the sovereignty 
of the nation. 


Upholding the banner of the chuche idea also guarantees 
national equality and sovereignty. 


All nations are equal and they have the inviolable right 
to decide on their future by themselves. 


A nation without sovereignty in external relations is as 
good as a virtual slave of colony. 


As history and reality show, if a country fails to hold fast 
to chajusong it is bound to sustain a bitter setback, 
deprived of its political independence and gains of 
revolution by the imperialists and their lackeys. 


The chuche idea requires that a nation should firmly 
defend its chajusong from all sorts of aggression and 
subjugation and that it should fight against imperialist 
violation of other peoples’ chajusong. 


This idea not only advocates chajusong but also shows a 
correct guiding principle to hold fast to it. 


It is an immovable truth verified by our revolutionary 
practice that the chuche idea is the life and soul of our 
nation and a banner for national prosperity and happi- 
ness. 


Editorial Views Tasks for New Year 
SK091048 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1036 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 9 (KCNA)}—What is most 
important for us in successfully carrying out vast tasks 
this year and powerfully demonstrating again the revo- 
lutionary stamina of chuche Korea is to fully meet the 
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requirements of the chuche idea in all fields, says 
NODONG SINMUN today in an editorial titled “Let Us 
Win Shining Victory in New Year’s Drive by Thoroughly 
Embodying Chuche Idea”’. 


The editorial continues: 
The great leader Comrade Kim II-song said: 


“This year, too, we must continue to press ahead with 
three revolutions—ideological, technical and cultural— 
under the unfurled banner of the chuche idea.” 


Pressing ahead with revolution and construction under 
the unfurled banner of the chuche idea is an important 
idea that runs through the great leader's new year 
address for this year. 


In the new year address he stressed the need to add 
greater momentum to the grand project and bring about 
another great upswing in all fields of socialist construc- 
tion and ensure that our Republic which has risen to a 
high level as a socialist state that has become indepen- 
dent self-sufficient and self-reliant in defence, by over- 
coming many-fold difficulties and trials, will demon- 
strate its might. 


This represents a lofty intention to resolutely defend the 
chuche idea, the guiding idea of our party, and accelerate 
its final victory in whatever circumstances. 


Only when we deeply grasp such spirit and fully embody 
it in the practice of revolution and construction, can we 
successfuly carry out the tasks set forth by the great 
leader in his new year address. 


We can surely overcome all difficulties and trials and 
emerge victorious when we go ahead under the uplifted 
revolutionary banner of the chuche idea. 


This is the profound truth shown by enormous achieve- 
ments made in the socialist construction last year. 


Holding aloft the revolutionary banner of the chuche 
idea at the moment is an important demand for consol- 
idating the party and the revolutionary ranks in view of 
the prevailing situation. 


Maintaining the chuche-based stand of our party and 
strengthening the political and ideological might of our 
revolution, while frustrating ever-undisguised reaction- 
ary ideological offensive of the imperialists depends, 
after all, on how the whole party defends the revolution- 
ary banner of the chuche idea and acts under it. 


The entire party members and other working people 
must work hard with the firm confidence to uphold the 
banner of the chuche idea and thoroughly embody it. 
Herein lies a decisive guarantee for winning shining 
victory in this year’s drive. 
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All the party members and other working people should 
take the chuche idea as the lifeline of our revolution and 
construction and step up a powerful advance of the new 
year to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the founding of 
the Republic as a grand festival of victors. 


South Korea 


143 Countries To Participate in Olympics 
SK081127 Seoul YONHAP in English 1108 GMT 
8 Jan 88 


[By Kim Tae-sik] 


[Excerpts] Seoul, Jan. 8 (YONHAP)}—The 24th Seoul 
Olympiad which opens in September is certain to be the 
most successful Olympics in terms of participation as the 
number of countries which have accepted invitations 
surpassed 140 on Friday. Previously, the 23rd Los 
Angeles Olympics marked the biggest participation with 
140 countries taking part. 


There are still 9 days left before the deadline for appli- 
cations and Seoul officials expect 160 out of 167 Inter- 
national Olympic Committee (IOC) member countries 
will compete in the Seoul games. Many of the 27 coun- 
tries which have not yet responded, including the Soviet 
Union and China, have suggested that they intend to 
take part in the games. 


On Thursday, Mali and Chile submitted applications 
with the [OC bringing to 140 the number of countries 
which have accepted the invitations. Uganda, Angola 
and Central Africa were added to the list on Friday 
setting a record of 143 countries. 


The 143 countries comprise 28 from Asia, 39 from 
Africa, 35 from the South and North American conti- 
nents, 30 from Europe, and 11 from Oceania. 


In addition to the record number of participating coun- 
tries, the Seoul ©" npics will also be meaningful as they 
are expected to :nark the first Olympics in 12 years to be 
held without political boycotts marring the occasion. 


A number of African countries boycotted the 21st Olym- 
pic games in Montreal in 1976, protesting South Africa’s 
apartheid policy. 


Following the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, Western 
countries, led by the United States, rejected the Moscow 
games in 1980 which, in turn, resulted in the absence of 
Soviet-led East Bloc countries from the 1984 Los Angeles 
Olympics. 


As of Friday, five of the nine East Bloc countries have 
declared that they will participate—Hungary, East Ger- 
many, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Poland. The other four 
countries—the Soviet Union, Romania, Albania and 
Czechoslovakia—are expected to announce their partic- 
ipation next week. [passage omitted] 
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There has been some concern over whether the Seoul 
Olympics, the second Olympiad to be held in Asia 
following the 1964 Tokyo games, would be successful 
because of the ever existing tensions between South and 
North Korea and because of the host country’s situation, 
now preparing for a peaceful transfer of government 
power along with the implementation of major demo- 
cratic measures. 


However, South Korea’s domestic situation has become 
stabilized following the Dec. 16 presidential election 
with general elections to be held not later than April. 


In view of the fact that the 143 countries which have 
submitted applications to attend the Seoul games include 
countries representing all types of political systems, the 
Seoul games will be a festival for the entire world, 
transcending ideology and political system. 


Of the 143 countries, 5! maintain diplomatic ties only 
with South Korea, 62 countries with both South and 
North Korea, and 14 which have such ties with North 
Korea only. 


In addition to the Seoul Olympic Organizing Commit- 
tee’s strenuous efforts, the IOC and the respective 
national Olympic committees have also contributed to 
the successful attraction of participating nations. 


For the first time in Olympic history, the International 
Olympic Committee and not the host city sent invita- 
tions to I|OC-member countries. The IOC also decided to 
impose sanctions against those who stay away from the 
games after their acceptance of the invitations. 


Another positive factor has been the strong support of 
international opinion in favor of reviving the true spirit 
of the Olympics. In addition, international sports lead- 
ers, who have lamented that the Olympics have been 
marred by politics on three occasions, have also been 
sympathetic with the idea that the Seoul Olympics 
should be staged without such a disruption. 


Romania, Burma To Attend 
§K090306 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0258 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 9 (YONHAP)—Romania and Burma 
have announced to attend the Seoul Olympic games 
bringing to 145 the total number of countries which have 
submitted applications with the International Olympic 
Committee, the Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee 
said Saturday. 


With Romania’s application, six of the nine East bloc 
countries have responded to the invitations so far. The 
remaining three East bloc countries—the Soviet Union, 
Czechoslovakia and Albania—are expected to respond 
next week. 
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TASS Says USSR To Participate in Olympics 
SK 111304 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
1200 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] The Soviet news agency TASS reported tonight 
that the Soviet Union has officially decided to partici- 
pate in the Seoul Olympics. TASS reported a while ago 
that an enlarged meeting of the Soviet Natioival Olympic 
Committee, which was held tonight in Korean standard 
time, ofiiciatiy decided to participate in the S:oul Olym- 
pics. 


Port Call of Soviet Ships Allowed 
SK100201 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
1200 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Text] It has been learned that upon a request for a port 
call for five 10,000-ton class Soviet tourist ships in Pusan 
during the period of the Seoul Olympic games, the 
government held a joint meeting of agencies concerned 
at the end of last year and decided to allow them to dock 
there. 


Communist Broadcasters To Sign Contract 
SK100111 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
10 Jan 88 p 11 


[Text] The Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee and 
the International Olympic Committee (SLOOC] will sign 
a contract with the Organization Internatiorale de 
Radio-diffusion et Television (OIRT), a broadcasting 
union of 16 Communist nations, for the Seoul Olympic 
broadcasting rights on Jan. 24 in Prague, sources said 
yesterday. 


The contract money is expected to total about $3 mil- 
lion, $500,000 more than the OIRT paid Los Angeles for 
the 1984 Summer Olympics, according to the sources, 
who wanted to remain anonymous. 


The OIRT encompasses broadcasting networks of 16 
Socialist nations, including north Korea and East Euro- 
pean countries. 


The sources added that officials from the IOC, including 
its president Juan Antonio Samaranch, SLOOC and 
OIRT will attend the contract signing ceremony in the 
Czechoslovakian capital. 


Meanwhile, Kim Un-yong, vice president of the SLOOC, 
said yesterday that the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion has agreed to purchase the rights to broadcast the 
Seoul Games in Canada for $3.6 million. 


The figure is a $600,000 increase over the $3 million 
Canada paid for the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics, said 
Kim, who handles sales of the Seoul Olympic broadcast- 


ing rights. 
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Government To Accept U.S. Trade Demands 
SK071340 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
1200 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] On the understanding that it will be practical to 
accept at an appropriate leve! the demands that the 
United States began to ask Korea to meet from the the 
outset of the New Year for the import of cigarettes and 
beef and insurance, the government decided to accept 
the U.S. demands after having a working-level consulta- 
tion. 


A meeting of ministers concerned held today at the Plaza 
Hotel in Seoul arrived at such a conclusion after review- 
ing the outcome of the Korean-U.S. trade talks. 


Correspondent Pak Ki-ui has more: 


[Pak Ki-ui] The participants in today’s meeting of the 
ministers concerned agreed that, as a result of the 
Korea-U.S.trade talks in Washington between Deputy 
Prime Minister Chong Ip-yong and U.S. trade represen- 
tative Yeutter, the possibility of the United States taking 
a trade retaliation against Korea, including the invoking 
of Section 301 of the U.S. Trade Act, has greatly 
decreased; but it is inevitable that the measures taken be 
acceptable to the U.S. side. The participants also agreed 
to hold a joint meeting sooner or later of ministries 
concerned to discuss in detail the meat. s to cope with the 
U.S. demands, at the latest by 25 January. 


In particular, the participants in today’s meeting agreed 
that there is no choice but to accept the U.S. demands, 
including the opening of the Korean market to insurance 
and cigarettes to a considerable degree, because Korea 
will have to pay another price to delay the import of 
beef—the most controversial issue in political and social 
terms—until after the general elections. 


As a result, the price of imported cigarettes will be 
lowered to 800 won per pack by lowe. ing tariffs. In the 
case of insurance, the gove;n nent decided to lower the 
amount of money to be invested by the joint venture 
companies to 5 billion won from the original figure of 10 
billion, but to exclude the 30 large business firms from 
the list of those open to joint venture. 


In an effort to reduce the damage that might follow the 
opening of the markets, the participants discussed means 
to subsidize the stock-breeding farmers and leaf tobacco 
growers. 


Paper Says U.S. ‘Pressure’ Mounting 
SK100145 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
10 Jan 88 p 6 


[Article by staff reporter Chong Pong-uk: “Push Comes 
to Shove in U.S. Trade Spat; Seoul Persists in Efforts To 
Stave Off Harsh Retaliation” 


[Text] The United States is taking an increasingly tough 
position on opening Korea's markets wider, while Seoul 
is persistent in its moves to defuse the pressure. 
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The U.S. position was contained in an official notifica- 
tion late last year that it would invoke Section 301 of the 
U.S. Trade Act if Seoul failed to open its markets wider 
to U.S. goods and services in the immediate fu‘ure. 


Surprised at the U.S. move, Deputy Prime Minister 
Chong In-yong rushed to Washington Jan. 2 leading an 
eight-member mission despite the three-day official New 
Year holiday. 


Chong told U.S. Trade Representative Clayton Yeuter 
that the Korean government needs time to meet the U.S. 
requests because angry farmers are protesting imports of 
beef and farming products. 


Yeutter said bluntly, ““Time has run out.” 
“No, it is running out,” Chong responded. 


The exchange between the two top negotiators encapsu- 
lates the trade dispute between Korea and the United 
States. 


Seoul and Washington have their own reasons for their 
positions. The U.S. trade deficit has been snowballing in 
recent years with the deficit topping $160 billion last 
year and Korea’s trade surplus with the United States 
rose from $7.3 billion in 1986 to $9.2 billion last year. 


The Korean government says the suostantial current 
account surplus in 1986 was the first since the nation 
started a series of five-year economic plans in the early 
1960s. Korea also suffered a chronic deficit in trade with 
the United States until the early 1980s. 


The United States is pressing Korea to immediately 
lower domestic prices of foreign cigarettes to 700 won 
per pack from | ,300 won, lift the import ban on beef and 
allow U.S. companies easier access to the Korean 
market. 


At the Washington meeting Jan. 4, Chong reportedly 
said it is hard to lift the import ban on beef immediately 
because of strong resistance by farmers, and general 
elections are due in one or two months. 


On the question of the insurance market, Chong told 
Yeutter that Korea cannot allow joint ventures with 
Korean companies under the umbrella of the top 30 
business groups because they are subject to intensive 
loan controls. 


In an effort to promote mutual understanding, working- 
level officials met for six hours, before the meeting of 
Chong and Yeutter. 


Meeting the press upon his return to Scoul, Chong said 
Korea and the United States have yet to reach agreement 
but his trip paid off because it earned time for talks with 
farmers and other people involved. 
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The United States, however, will not wait so long. Chong 
said the government will work out comprehensive mea- 
sures within two or three weeks to prepare for another 
rouad of trade negotiations with the united States. 


Undei Section 301 of the Trade Act, the U.S. govern- 
ment Can impose import restrictions on Korean goods if 
Korea is unfair in trade with the United States. 


U.S. action could be fatal, as the nation depends on the 
U.S. market for about 40 percent of its exports. 


The U.S. requests are limited om cigarettes, beef and 
insurance. But there is mounting pressure for rapid 
appreciation of the Korean won and the United States ts 
asking the nation to open markets wider to other goods 
and services and protect intellectual property rights, 
including product patents, as promised earlier. 


U.S. pressure on the nation will escalate in the future as 
the nation’s trade surplus with the United States 
increases. 


For this reason, Chong says, “We are just on the thresh- 
old of hard trade negotiations which apparent!y will last 
a few years or more.” 


RDP Urges Not Yielding to U.S. 
SK 100055 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
10 Jan 88 pl 


[Text] The opposition Reunification Democratic Party 
yesterday urged the government not to yield to US. 
demands that Korea import beef and cigarettes from 
America. 


The government should slow down the Korean won’s 
appreciation against the U.S dollar, said RDP lawmak- 
ers who held a conference on Korea’s trade conflict with 
the United States. 


The RDP lawmakers, who are members of trade-related 
committees of the National Assembly, urged the govern- 
ment to hold public hearings and consultations with 
industries involved before opening up local markets. 


Cattlemen Stage Protests 
SK080141 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
8 Jan 88 p 9 


[unattributed article under the rubric “ROK-U.S. Trade 
Crisis” column: “Cattle Raisers Stage Protest Rally”] 


[Text] Some 150 representatives of cattle raisers affili- 
ated with the Korea Liverstock Cooperatives Federation 
urged the government not to allow beef imports “at any 
cost” in a protest rally held yesterday in the second 
government integrated building complex in Kwachon. 


The protesters pushed their way into the building com- 
plex yesterday morning to stage the rally. 
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Representing one million livestock farmers nationwide, 
ralliers resolved that they will go on to wage pan-national 
campaigns to boycott imported beef should the govern- 
ment authorize opening of the market. 


They adopted a four-point resolution, calling for the 
guarantee of their right to live, diversification of import 
sources of feed grains and abolition of tariffs on feed 
imports. 


After the rally, three representatives calied on Agricul- 
ture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Kim Chu-ho and 
delivered their resolution. 


In response, Minister Kim reportedly said that he would 
make all possible efforts to collect opinions of farmers 
and reflect their difficult situation in the course of the 
trade negotiations with the United States. 


They also visited the ruling Democratic Justice Party to 
call for its efforts to put the brake on the government 
move toward beef importation. 


In front of the DJP building, another group of some 150 
people involved in the beef industry held a rally for the 
same purpose. 


They argued that the imports of agricultural products, 
including beef, are “implausible,” for the guarantee of 
the stable income of farmers and protection of the 
livestock industry. 


Trade Delegation Heads for Pacific Conference 
SK070601 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0545 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 7 (YONHAP)}—A 1|3-member Korean 
delegation left here Thursday for Bali, Indonesia to take 
part in the 4th Asian-Pacific Cooperation Conference, 
scheduled for Jan. 8-10. 


Trade and Industry Minister Na Ung-pae leads the 
Korean delegation which also includes Nam Tok-u, 
chairman of the Korean Traders Association, and Kim 
Ki-hwan, chief director of the IIhae Foundation, a pri- 
vate, non-profit research organization. 


Nam will preside over the Bali talks, to be hosted by the 
Indonesian Government and sponsored by Britain’s 
Trade Policy Research Center, with about 100 govern- 
ment and civil representatives attending. 


Among the participants will be Clayton Yeutter, U.S. 
trade representative, Willy De Clercq, European Com- 


munity (EC) commissioner for external relations and’ 


trade policy, and Hajime Tamura, Japanese Interna- 
tional Trade and Industry minister. 
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The unofficial meeting is designed to facilitate a smooth 
compromise on the | 6 agenda items from the Uruguayan 
round by promoting negotiatiuns on issues for which 
early agreements seem very possible. 


During the conference, Minister Na plans to have sepa- 
rate contacts with representatives of the United States, 
the EC, Canada and Japan for talks on pending bilateral 
issues. 


Takeshita Determined To Assist ROK, PRC 
SK080149 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
8 Jan 88 p 2 


[By KOREA TIMES correspondent Chong Hon] 


[Text] Tokyo—Japanese Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita will set the primary goal of his summit diplo- 
macy at playing a “role of bridge’ for the improvement 
of relations between Korea and China, a newspaper 
published here said Thursday (Jan. 7). 


The YOMIURI SHIMBUN reported in a front-page 
story that Takeshita has been determined to positively 
assist Korea's desire to set up official ties with China. 


Takeshita’s intention was confirmed in his meeting with 
key Foreign Ministry officials on Wednesday, which was 
held for the preparation of his scheduled visit to the 
United States on Jan. 12. 


His visit to the U.S. will be the first since his inaugura- 
tion as the Japanese leader last November. 


He will also visit Korea next month to attend the 
inauguration ceremony of Korean president No Tae-u, 
and plans to visit China this summer. 


The daily reported that Takeshita is expected to seek 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan's help in accomplishing 
his intentions during a summit meeting with him in 
Washington. 


It went on that Takeshita will call on Chinese leader 
Zhao Ziyang to accept No’s visit to China and to expand 
trade interchange between the two countries. 


China Document Discloses Exchanges 
SK080105 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
8 Jan 88 p | 


[Text] Tokyo (YONHAP)}—Chinese Foreign Ministry 
has for the first time disclosed in a government docu- 
ment that exchanges between China and south Korea do 
occur, the Japanese news agency JIJI Press said Thurs- 
day. 


The Chinese Foreign Ministry, in a white paper on 
international relations for 1987 published recently, said 
that under provisions of international bodies China has 
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selectively participated in international conferences or 
sports events held in Seoul, and that south Korea also 
has sent representatives to various events hosted by 
China. 


In the white paper, the Beijing government explained 
that Beijing-Seoul exchanges did not include govern- 
ment-level contacts. 


However, it is taken as very exceptional that China has 
disclosed clearly the contacts between the two countries 
which have no formal diplomatic relations, the JIJI Press 
said. 


China’s contacts wiiii south Korea were mentioned in 
the last part of the document outlining Beijing's relations 
with North Korea. 


No Tae-u, Kim Yong-sam Talks Slated 
SK111023 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
1000 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] Talks between DJP President No Tae-u and RDP 
President Kim Yong-sam will be held on 13 January. 


DJP Secretary General Chong Suk-mo today revealed 
that talks between the presidents of the two parties will 
be held on 13 January and that the venue and time will 
be decided after discussions with the RDP. 


Secretary General Chong Suk-mo also said that for the 
purpose of realizing talks between party President No 
Tae-u and presidents of opposition parties during this 
week, the DJP will push ahead with the dialogue with 
secretary generals of the other parties so that talks 
between party President No Tae-u and President of the 
New Democratic Republican Party Kim Chong-pil can 
be realized at an early date following the talks between 
President No Tae-u and RDP President Kim Yong-sam. 


Kim Tae-chung Declines Talks With No 
SK100059 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
10 Jan 88 p 2 


[From the “Out and About” column: “No Reason To 
Reject”’] 


[Text] “I have no reason to reject a meeting with the 
outgoing President,”’ PPD [Party For Peace and Democ- 
racy] president Kim Tae-chung was quoted as saying. 


Kim, however, continued to decline to talk with Presi- 
dent-elect No Tae-u on grounds that No is the person 
who should be held responsible for the presidential 
election fraud. 


Meantime, PPD lawmakers were encouraged by the 
planned talks between President Chon and Kim, hoping 
that they will enhance the morale of the party members. 
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The lawmakers hoped that Chon and Kim will exchange 
frank views on the 1980 Kwangju incident. 


RDP, PPD Offficials ‘Ready’ for ‘Harmony’ 
SK100105 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
10 Jan 88 p 2 


[From the “Out and About” column: “Ready for Har- 
mony” ] 


[Text] Opposition parties of Kim Yong-sam and Kim 
Tae-chung seem to be ready to act in harmony as far as 
the revisica of election laws is concerned. 


“In conducting interparty negotiations, our party will try 
to take joint steps with the PPD [Party for Peace and 
Democracy], said RDP floor leader Kim Hyon-kyu. 


Kim’s PPD counterpart, Ho Kyong-man, also said, “We 
will cooperate unless there are extraordinary differenc- 
es.” 


Meantime, ruling party floor leader Yi Tai-sun accused 
the opposition parties of not yet having formulated their 
own version of a revision to the election laws. 


Kims Seen Losing Grip on Opposition 
SK100155 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
10 Jan 88 p 2 


[Week in Review” column by staff reporter Sin Yong- 
su: “Opposition Leaders Try To Rebuild Images Dam- 
aged by Election Loss; Determined To Cash in on 
National Assembly Poll”] 


[Text] Hardly before overcoming the aftermath of the 
Dec. 16 presidential election, the country is being 
embroiled in another wave of voting frenzy. 


Interparty talks to discuss the parliamentary poll 
expected between February and April has been making 
front-page headlines day after day in local newspapers. 
Political parties’ offices are swarmed with people seeking 
nominations for the race. 


Opposition parties appeared determined to use the 
National Assembly poll to avenge their “disastrous” loss 
in the Dec. 16 presidential voting. 


Two key opposition leaders, Kim Yong-sam and Kim 
Tae-chung, have taken a series of maneuvers since the 
turn of the year to rebuild their image much damaged by 
their election loss. 


The duo have been under fire even from their previous 
supporters for their handing the victory over to the 
government party candidate by failing to unite and 
produce a unified opposition candidate. 
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In a highly calculated political gambit, Kim Yong-sam 
called a national party convention past Wednesday and 
won by an overwhelming majority. 


His winning of the vote of confidence is expected to help 
him reestablish his party leadership which had been 
much eroded by his unsuccessful election bid. 


But the view of political observers is that it will never 
make him to regain his once solid one-man reign of the 
nation’s Mo. | opposition party. 


Kim himself seemed to be well aware of it. At an 
acceptance speech at the convention site, he appeasingly 
said that he will closely consult with four vice presidents 
before deciding on key issues, signalling an end to his 
previous One-man rule. 


The other Kim appears to have to make a similar 
political gesture sooner or later. But it is highly uncertain 
that he will ever survive a vote of confidence, in view of 
widespread dissent among the party members over his 
election loss. 


Last Monday, he said that he is willing to soon call a 
party convention to seek a popular verdict on whether he 
should stay in the party. 


The 64-year-old career opposition politician also said 
that he is ready to retire from active party leadership, if 
it is deemed necessary to save the party. 


No party members, including his closest aides, raised 
objection to his such remarks which political observers 
said amounted to a tacit approval to his giving up the 
party leadership. 


But many of the party members doubted his real inten- 
tion. At a New Year news conference, Kim said that he 
will lead the party at least through the parliamentary 
election to make his party the No. | opposition party. 


Pressure on Kim to retire from politics is coming from 
both inside and outside the party. 


Thursday, a metropolitan newspaper carried a story 
apparently targeted at him and advised him to show a 
true courage of a politician by gracefully leaving the 


party. 


Internally, a group of young party members, including 
some of his once most trustful aides, are actively moving 
to force him out of the party in near future. 


A key member, said on condition of anonymity that they 
are waiting for a time to come to take a “decisive” 
action. He said that it may be sometime in February. 


Another internal pressure is coming from increasing 
number of the party’s lawmakers who demand unifica- 
tion of opposition forces. 
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Their unification actually means the merging of Kim 
Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and Democracy and Kim 
Yong-sam’s Reunification Democratic Party. 


If the two parties are merged, party members said, Kim 
Tae-chung’s fate is less certain that the other Kim. 


Since the turn of the year, the opposition parties 
appeared unprecedentedly “tamed,” ruling party politi- 
clans Say. 


The two Kims suddenly discontinued their once deter- 
mined calls for public campaign to make “null” the 
outcome of the Dec. 16 election. They alleged massive 
frauds. 


The opposition parties appeared to be more eager to 
prepare for the parliamentary election as the ruling 


party. 


After the Dec. 16 voting, the two Kims threatened to 
boycott the National Assembly election unless the ruling 
party conducted a thorough probe into their election 
fraud and apologized to the people for their unfair 
electioneering. 


Friday, the floor leaders of the ruling and the Kim 
Yong-sam's RDP met at the National Assembly building 
to discuss the parliamentary elections. 


It was the first open meeting between high officials of the 
two parties since the Dec. 16 voting, though it was 
preceded by several behind-the-scene contacts between 
them last week. 


In a sign of fast rapprochement between the rival parties, 
the two parties’ secretaries general sat together yesterday 
morning at a downtown Seoul hotel for hours. 


Their meeting came almost at the same time when the 
two Kims announced to accept an offer from President 
Chon Tu-hwan for talks sometime this week. 


The rival parties rem?'-ed widely divided on key elec- 
tion issues, such a _ date and the type of constit- 
uencies to be adopted. 


But the political summit talks slated this week may 
provide dramatic breakthroughs to the seemingly sticky 
issucs. 


Political observers predicted that the ruling party might 
make a drastic concession to appease the opposition, and 
to build up rapprochement before the next government 
of No Tae-u is inaugurated on Feb. 25. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party which wishes to 
hold the elections in February is also speeding up its 
election preparations. 
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It has been receiving applications to stand in the 13th 
National Assembly since past Tuesday. The deadline, 
Originally past Friday, was postponed to Monday after 
the applicants continued to rush in, to its pleasant 
surprise. 


As of yesterday morning, |,039 people finished applica- 
tions to compete for slightly over 200 openings. 


The party officials said that the final figure will top 1,500 
to make the competition ratio over seven to one. 


On the prospect for the election outcome, many people 
agreed that it will become one of the cleanest votings in 
the nation’s constitutional history. They say that there 
are abundance of reasons for their optimism. 


Among others, they said that the ruling party will lead a 
“fair” election campaign this time to deny opposition 
politicians any excuse to dispute the poll result. 


Chon Wants Meetings With Opposition Leaders 
SK090329 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
0200 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Text] A plan for President Chon Tu-hwan to meet with 
each opposition party president is now being arranged. 
Disclosing that a plan for President Chon Tu-hwan’s 
separate meeting with each opposition party president, 
namely, Mr Kim Yong-sam of the RDP, Mr Kim Tae- 
chung of the Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD], and 
Mr Kim Chong-pil of the New Democratic Republican 
Party [NDRP], Chief Presidential Secretary Kim Yun- 
hwan said that such meetings would be ones in which, on 
the threshold of his leaving office, the head of state asks 
the opposition party leaders to seek the politics of 
reconciliation between the ruling and the opposition 
parties in an effort to promote national reconciliation. 


Recalling the proposals for meeting with President Chon 
Tu-hwan by some opposition presidential candidates in 
the presidential election campaign period, chief secre- 
tary Kim Yun-hwan said that the meetings with the 
Opposition party leaders would not be political meetings 
but meetings in which President Chon consoles them for 
their efforts in the last presidential election and 
exchanges new year greetings with them. It has been 
learned that President Chon Tu-hwan’s meetings with 
the opposition party leaders will be realized after the 
talks between presidents of the ruling and opposition 
parties, which are now being arranged. 


Meanwhile, in a meeting with reporters this morning at 
his house, RDP President Kim Yong-sam said that he 
had received a proposal for the meeting from Chongwa- 
dae and that he will meet President Chon Tu-hwan in the 
near future. President Kim Yong-sam said that he will 
urge President Chon to realize the six-point demand, 
including the release of detainees, the reinstatement of 
their rights, and the guarantee for the freedom of press, 
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which he has already called for, and he will exchange 
with the president views on the overall political issues, 
including politics in the Sixth Republic. 


An official concerned of the PPD said that PPD Presi- 
dent Kim Tae-chung received a proposal for a meeting 
from President Chon Tu-hwan few days ago. The official 
concerned said that he understands PPD President Kim 
Tae-chung has already agreed to the president’s pro- 


posal. 


However, Cho Yong-shik, spokesman of the NDRP., said 
that the party recently asked Chongwadae on ihe 
recently circulating report on President Chon Tu-hwan’s 
plan to meet with opposition party leaders. He said that 
the party has confirmed from Chongwadae that the 
leader of a specific opposition party will not be excluded 
from this plan. 


Opposition Leaders Agree 
SK090736 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0726 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 9 (YONHAP)—President Chon Tu- 
hwan is expected to meet with leaders of three major 
Opposition parties next week to discuss overall state 
affairs, his chief secretary said Saturday. 


The outgoing president has proposed to meet separately 
with the oppostion leaders, all of them unsuccessful 
candidates of the Dec. 16 presidential election, chief 
presidential secretary Kim Yun-hwan said. 


The three opposition leaders—Kim Yong-sam, president 
of the leading opposition Reunification Democratic Par- 
ty, Kim Tae-chung, president of the Party for Peace and 
Democracy, and Kim Chong-pil, president of the New 
Democratic Republican Party—all accepted the pro- 


posal. 


Kim Tae-chung has never had talks with Chon, who is to 
step down as Korea’s chief executive on Feb. 25 at the 
end of his seven-year single presidential term. 


The presidential secretary said the planned meetings are 
not aimed at dealing with pending political issues but to 
exchange views on such matters as achieving national 
reconciliation and political development in the future. 


Political observers here, however, say that Chon’s meet- 
ings with opposition leaders would provide important 
momentum in tiding over the current political situation 
centered on the upcoming general elections. 


Sources close to Kim Yong-sam, who came in second in 
the presidential election by a margin of nearly 2 million 
votes to No Tae-u of the ruling Democratic Justice Party, 
said the RDP president, when he meets with Chon, plans 
to renew his call for a six-point proposal he made after 
his election defeat, as well as to present his views on the 
0. iall post-election political situation. 
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Kim's $ix-point proposal includes a large-scale release of 
political detainees and the reinstatement of their civil 
rights. 


The sources also said that Kim Yong-sam would repeat 
his earlier demand that far-reaching democratization 
measures be established before the inauguration of a new 
government, headed by No on Feb. 25. 


Rep. Yu Chun-sang of Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace 
and Democracy was quoted as saying that the meeting 
between Chon and Kim Tae-chung is expected to take 
place Monday or Tuesday. 


Police Break Up Protest at Choson University 
SK090045 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
9 Jan 88 p 3 


[Text] Kwangju—Police charged into the campus of 
Choson University here early yesterday morning and 
broke up a prolonged protest by radical students. 


Police detained 123 people, including 117 students of 
the private school. 


Four students, including three girls, were injured and the 
6th and 7th floors of the school administration building 
were completely destroyed during the police operation. 
The two floors of the main building were set on fire by 
petrol bombs hurled by protesting students. 


Over 1,300 policemen in combat gear stormed the school 
at the request of the university to end the | 13-day-long 
occupation, which started Sep. 18 last year. 


Prof. Chong Hak-chin, acting school president, made the 
request after the university failed to begin a two-month 
extra-curricular class Monday to make up for the 
required classes students lost during the fall semester 
because of the protracted campus protest. 


It was the first time in about three years that such a 
massive number of policemen had moved onto a college 
campus to quell a protest. In October 1985, a violent 
on-campus demonstration by Seoul National University 
students was brought under control by thousands of 


police. 


As riot police entered the administration building, clear- 
ing barricades of chairs, desks and other office furniture, 
protesters poised in classrooms on the second and third 
floors threw a flurry of firebombs and rocks at the 
raiders. 


When police started the predawn raid, 186 student 
activists were holed up in the administration building. 


Shortly after the barricades caught fire, some of the 
students ran out of the main building and were hauled 
away by police while other students set fire to classrooms 
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on the sixth floor and research rooms for faculty mem- 
bers on the seventh floor around 5:30 a.m. while hur- 
riedly making their way toward the rooftop. 


As the two floors were enveloped in flames, police first 
tried to extinguish the fire together with fire fighters. 
Twelve fire engines rushed to the scene and the fire was 
put out around 6:30 a.m. 


After the fire was extinguished, police resumed their 
operation and spread hundreds of mattresses around the 
school facilities to prevent jumping students from killing 
themselves. 


About 8:20 a.m. Yi Kwang-ho, 23, a junior majoring in 
economics, slashed his right wrist with a razor four times 
and leapt from the fifth floor. The mattresses saved his 
life but he was seriously injured. 


An unidentified male student cut an artery in his left 
wrist. 


Students put up stubborn, last-minute resistance on the 
rooftops of the administration building and other facili- 
ties,hurling broken pieces of bricks, chairs and desks 
toward police. They shouted, “Execute the school 
founder, Pak Chol-ung.” They threatened to burn them- 
selves to death if police advanced further. 


Pak, who had been a target of the campus unrest for what 
protesters claimed was a self-righteous stance in operat- 
ing the school, stepped down as the school president 
Dec. 25. 


But the students demanded that a new Choson president 
be picked by representatives of students, alumni and 
faculty members. They refused to accept Prof. Chong as 
the new school president. 


Police completed the eight-hour operation around 11 
a.m. when they whisked away 46 students from the 
College of Engineering building. The remaining 71 were 
led away from the administration building, libraries and 
facilities of fine arts, denta! and natural sciences colleges. 


In a related development, about 130 professors with 
school administrative posts tendered their resignations 
to the school foundation after the campus unrest came to 
an end. 


Choson University plans to conduct extracurricular class 
work for 12 hours a day even on Saturdays and Sundays 
and national holidays from today until the end of next 
month to compensate for the loss of classes caused by the 
campus disturbances. 
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Campus Calms Down 
SK 100207 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
10 Jan 88 p 3 


[Text] Kwangju—The four-month-long campus distur- 
bances at Choson University calmed down yesterday as 
the students who seized buildings of the campus Friday 
afternoon voluntarily dispersed six hours later. 


Immediately after police withdrew from the campus 
after forcing out radical protesters from campus build- 
ings, about 130 students sneaked into the campus and 
seized five buildings again at 3:15 p.m. Friday. But they 
left the buildings voluntarily after a hours of discussion 
among themselves. 


Classrooms previously occupied by the protesting stu- 
dents were cleaned and the stoves were installed to 
prepare for the supplementary classes to start Monday. 


The university will start classes tomorrow to make up for 
the loss of class hours to meet minimum required school 
hours. 


In dealing with 123 students led away from the school 
buildings, the Kwangju police will take different mea- 
sures according to the roles they played in tge protests, 
which crippled the school’s operation since September 
last year. 
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Students who masterminded the seizure of campus 
buildings, committed arson or exerted violence on their 
professors will face arrest for indictment. 


Less active participants will be referred to summary 
court, and mere sympathizers will be released after 
admonition. 


The police have decided to arrest as small a number of 
students as possible on the ground that disturbances 
were more with internal campus problems than the 
nature of anti-government protests. 


Meanwhile, more than 100 parents and students rallied 
at the university’s ““Democratic Plaza” at 10 a.m. yester- 
day morning only to be dispersed by the police later. 
They checked cars driven by the school officials and 
broke windowpanes of some of the vehicles. 


To help the students finish the second semester without 
fail, the Kwangju branch of the Office of Military Man- 
power Management has deferred conscription of some of 
the stuclents who were to join the army as of yesterday. 


The Kwangju office has deferred the conscription of 170 
Choson University students until March. 
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Danish Foreign Minister, Delegation Visit 


Meet San Yu, Ye Gaung 
BK071415 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] U San Yu, president and State Council chairman 
of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma, 
received Mr Uffe Ellemann-Jensen, minister of foreign 
affairs of Denmark, in the Credentials Hall of the Peo- 
ple’s Assembly Building at 1500 today. 


Also present at the meeting were U Aye Ko, vice presi- 
dent and vice chairman of the State Council; U Sein 
Lwin, secretary of the State Council; U Maung Maung 
Kha, prime minister; U Ye Gaung, minister of foreign 
affairs; Colonel Aung Myint Baw, director general of the 
President’s Office; and U Shwe Zin, director general of 
the Foreign Ministry’s Protocol Department. 


The visiting minister was accompanied at the meeting by 
Mr (Christensen Jensen), secretary, and Mr Frederick 
Otto Lieb Kier, Danish ambassador to Burma. 


The Danish foreign minister, his wife, and members of 
his delegation flew in to Rangoon this afternoon at the 
invitation of U Ye Gaung, minister of foreign affairs. 
They were welcomed at the airport by U Ye Gaung, his 
wife, and responsible officials. 


At 1600 today, the visiting minister paid a courtesy call 
on U Ye Gaung at the Foreign Ministry Annex. Deputy 
Foreign Minister U Saw Hlaing and responsible officials 
attended the meeting. 


At 1700, the Danish minister visited Nanthida Jetty and 
inspected the fishing survey trawler built in Denmark. 


In the evening, U Ye Gaung and his wife held a dinner 
party at the Karaweik Hall for the visiting minister, his 
wife, and accompanying delegation. 


Depart 
BK101432 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 10 Jan 88 


[Text] Mr Uffe Ellemann-Jensen, minister of foreign 
affairs of Denmark, his wife, and members of his dele- 
gation who are visiting Burma at the invitation of U Ye 
Gaung, minister of foreign affairs of the Socialist Repub- 
lic of the Union of Burma, left Rangoon by air at 0600 
today. 


The Danish minister and his accompanying delegation 
were seen off at Rangoon Airport by U Ye Gaung, 
minister of foreign affairs, and his wife; U Saw Hlaing, 
deputy minister of foreign affairs, and his wife; and 
responsible officials. 
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In the afternoon on 8 January, the visiting minister and 
members of his entourage, in the company of U Maung 
Maung Win, minister of livestock breeding and fisheries, 
flew to Rakhine State’s Kyaukpyu by special plane and 
visited the cold storage unit of the Ministry of Livestock 
and Breeding and Fisheries. They later proceeded to 
Pagan Nyaung-u. 


On the morning of 9 January, the visitors toured histor- 
ical buildings and monuments in Pagan Nyaung-u before 
proceeding to Mandalay by air. They returned to 
Rangoon in the evening. 


Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


Officer on Anticommunist Actions in Pahang 
BK071359 Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 
I Jan 88 p 2 


(1 Text] Kuantan, Thursday—Pahang State police chief, 
Assistant Commissioner of Police Datuk Haji Mohamed 
Som Haji Sulaiman, said today that 88 communist 
terrorists are believed to be still active in the jungles of 
west Pahang. He said since early this year [1987], the 
security forces had killed three communist terrorists and 
captured another two of their comrades. 


In a speech marking the conclusion of a training course 
for volunteer police service personnel at the Pahang 
State police contingent headquarters here today, he said, 
“One of the communist terrorists was killed in the west 
Pahang jungles while the other two were killed in 
Selangor. The two others captured were believed to be 
operating in the jungles along the Selangor State border. 
During this year, too, the security forces had come into 
contact with communist terrorists On seven occasions 
during an operation conducted in the jungles of west 
Pahang. However, no member of the security forces was 
killed, but four of them were wounded during the 
encounters.” 


Datuk Haji Mohamed Som said the security forces also 
discovered 70 shelters and food dumps used by the 
communist terrorists in the west Pahang region during 
the year. He said during the operations conducted 
against the communist terrorists this year, two civilians 
who entered the security region—forest reserve—were 
shot dead by the security forces who were patrolling the 
region. 


According to him, the police and the security forces will 
continue to intensify their operations against the com- 
munist terrorists in west Pahang for the sake of people’s 
security in the state. He said, “I feel proud because 
numerous incidents which threatened the security of the 
people in the state this year were resolved by the police 
and the security forces. The incident where Magistrate 
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Marina Yahya was kidnapped by four Kuantan Prison 
inmates was resolved after the kidnappers were shot 
dead while another was recaptured.” 


Concerning the alleged arson which happened at five 
mosques in Pekan and Temerloh in August, he said the 
police were still trying to identify the group of people 
involved and more efforts would be carried out next year 
to track them down. 


Central Bank To Control Cooperative Bank 
BK091139 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
1023 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, Jan 9 (BERNAMA)—Bank 
Negara (Central Bank) has assumed control of the busi- 
ness of the Co-operative Central Bank Ltd (CCB), its 
governor, Jaffar Hussein, said Saturday. 


In a statement, he said the action taken on Thursday was 
necessary to allow the Central Bank to undertake an 
assessment of CCB’s assets and liabilities and to con- 
tinue investigations into the Co-operative Bank’s affairs. 


The action will also enable the Central Bank to conserve 
the assets of CCB in order to protect the interests of the 
depositors and prevent the financial position of CCB 
from any possible deterioration, he said. 


Jaffar said Bank Negara was exercising its powers under 
regulation 9 (1)(b) of the essential (protection of depos- 
itors) regulations 1986. 


The bank continues its normal operations under its 
present set-up, he added. 


CCB, a deposit-taking co-operative cum apex bank, 
reported a loss of 334 million ringgit (about US$1 33.6 
million) for the 1986 financial year. 


The cumulative losses were reported in the bank’s 
audited accounts for 1986 and outgoing Chairman Dr 
Nik Hussein Abdul Rahman said that the losses will not 
be written off. 


He assured shareholders at the bank’s recent annual 
general meeting that the bank will try its best to wipe off 
the reported losses from its books by 1990 at the latest. 


CCB views itself as the centre of the Malaysian co- 
operative movement and its present membership 
amounts to almost 350,000 individual members. 


Through its shareholder member societies, CCB is con- 
nected with some |.5 million members throughout the 
country. 


CCB has been making headlines the past few years over 
its massive losses coupled with reports that the bank had 
disbursed questionable loans previously. 
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Commentary Hails National Antidrug Campaign 
BK080908 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Malaysians are happy to note that an official 
United Nations’ report has words of praise for Malay- 
sia’s efforts to rehabilitate drug victims. It is hoped that 
newspapers in some countries that focus attention only 
on the imposition of the death penalty for convicted drug 
traffickers will see fit to publicize this aspect of Malay- 
sia’s war on drugs. It is not widely realized that Malaysia 
accords top priority to the anti-drug campaign. What is 
more, concentration covers not only the punitive but 
also the appropriate preventive measures. And to quote 
the prime minister, Dr Mahathir Mohamed, responsibil- 
ity for ridding the nation of the drug menace is shared by 
government and the community alike. All voluntary 
bodies and religious groups cooperate to stamp out the 
evils of drug addiction and drug trafficking. 


One measure of the success that Malaysia has achieved is 
that 30 percent of former addicts after undergoing treat- 
ment do not return to the drug habit. This fact is 
highlighted in the UN report. But Malaysia is not going 
to be complacent about the drug problem. The policy is 
to constantly review and examine critically the methods 
in use in the anti-drug campaign. 


Decisions are made with a view to improving existing 
methods and practices. Recently, for example, closer 
cooperation in educating youths to avoid or to give up 
the drug habit has been achieved. Another aspect of 
Malaysia’s dedication to the drug problem is the inter- 
national cooperation that now exists. In fact, Malaysian 
methods are avidly studied by several countries that are 
confronted by the drug menace. And so, Malaysia every 
year provides a form of technical assistance to enable 
social workers, customs and police officers, and educa- 
tionists to visit this country and observe its highly 
successful anti-drug modalities. 


The Malaysian deputy home affairs minister, Datuk 
Megat Junid Megat Ayub, has expressed confidence in 
another anti-drug matter. He feels that a stringent 
enforcement of the Malaysian laws pertaining to drugs 
will soon lead to a welcome feature. That feature is 
simply that Malaysia will no longer be used as a transit 
route by drug traffickers. There is no doubt that more 
countries will see the need to have stricter laws on drug 
use and trafficking. The recent frustration expressed by 
the United States over the failure of Colombia to detain 
a notorious drug trafficker is a reminder of the need for 
not only laws but the will to enforce them. The confis- 
cation of assets obtained from drug trafficking is yet 
another vital requisite to bring about a society free from 
the drug evils. To quote the Malaysian deputy home 
affairs minister, to achieve a drug free society takes 
much time, but what is important is not to delay and to 
lose faith in the campaign against drugs. 
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Malaysia will continue to work steadfastly towards a 
drug-free society and a drug-free world. 


Cambodia 


Hun Sen Leaves for Talks With Sihanouk 
BK110510 Phnom Penh SPK in English 0446 GMT 
11 Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK January |! Jan—Hun Sen, 
Politburo member the People’s Revolutionary Party of 
Kampuchea Central Committee and chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the People’s Republic of Kam- 
puchea, left here this morning for his second meeting 
with Prince Norodom Sihanouk scheduled to be held on 
Jan. 20 in France. 


Hun Sen, who is also foreign minister was seen off at 
Pochentong Airport by Bou Thang and Chea Soth, both 
Politburo members of the party Central Committee and 
vice premiers, Yos Son, member of the party Central 
Committee and president of its Commission for External 
Relations, Tie Banh and Kong Sam-Ol, both vice-pre- 
miers, and other Kampuchean high-ranking officials. 


Ngo Dien, V. Razdukhov and Pheli Khounlaleuk, 
respectively ambassadors of Vietnam, the Soviet Union 
and Laos to Kampuchea were also present. 


Before his departure, Chairman Hun Sen declared to the 
press that the result of the second meeting depends on 
Prince Sihanouk’s dealing. “This meeting alone,” he 
added, “will not bring an end to the conflicts between 
Khmer opposition factions, we still have many things to 
do.” However, he said, this meeting can be considered a 
new important step towards national reconciliation in 
Kampuchea. 


The first Hun Sen-Sihanouk meeting was held in Fere- 
en-Tardenois (France) on Dec. 2-4, 1987 at the end of 
which a four-point communique was issued, giving a 
good prospect to the process of national reconiliation in 
Kampuchea. 


Heng Samrin Receives WPC Delegation 
BK090727 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1243 GMT 
8 Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK January 8—President Heng 
Samrin received in Phnom Penh this morning a delega- 
tion of the World Peace Council led by its president 
Romesh Chandra, now on an official friendship tour of 
Kampuchea. 


On the occasion, President Heng Samrin highly hailed 
the guests’ visit as a significant contribution to the 
Kampuchean people’s achievements and rebirth. 


Despite the enemy’s subversive and sabotage activities 
against the PRK, the Kampuchean people have, in close 
cooperation with the socialist countries, particularly 
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Vietnam and Laos, overcome all difficulties and 
obtained remarkable achievements in all fields during 
the past nine years, Heng Samrin said, adding: 


“The People’s Republic of Kampuchea always wishes to 
live in peace with its neighbouring countries as clearly 
Stated in its national reconciliation policy issued on 
August 27, 1987 and its five-point political solution to 
the Kampuchean issue on October 8, 1987, aimed at 
contributing to making the region a zone of peace and 
security. Noteworthy is that the recent meeting between 
Premier Hun Sen and Prince Norodom Sihanouk in 
Paris has demonstrated the great efforts and goodwill of 
the People’s Republic of Kampuchea despite the Khmer 
reactionaries’ attempts to thwart the Kampuchean peo- 
ple’s revival”. 


President Heng Samrin sincerely thanked the World 
Peace Council for its support for the just cause of the 
Kampuchean revolution and highly appreciated all the 
WPC’s activities for world peace and stability. 


Romesh Chandra, for his part, highly acclaimed the 
all-sided achievements scored by the Kampuchean peo- 
ple in the past nine years in spite of many difficulties. 


He said that the national reconciliation policy issued by 
the PRK is a noble initiative not only of the Kampu- 
chean people but also of other countries throughout the 
world for solving all regional conflicts by means of 
negotiation. 


On the ninth National Day of the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea in the city, January 7, 1988, a good day, I 
saw men and women, young and old, and children 
playing in gardens, walking to and fro along streets, and 
many people queuing up before cinema theatres, which 
all made me and my colleagues very excited, he added. 


He continued by pledging that he himself and other 
WPC delegates will spare no efforts to make other 
countries the world over know about the real situation in 
Kampuchea today. 


Heng Samrin Nationai Day Anniversary Speech 
BK080158 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Speech by Heng Samrin, general secretary of KPRP 
Central Co:nmittee and chairman of PRK Council of 
State, at 7 January national day meeting in Phnom 
Penh—recorded] 


[Text] Today, it is a great joy for our people throughout 
the country to celebrate the ninth anniversary of the 
national day, 7 January. As always, we take great pride in 
this glorious date of 7 January 1979, on which the PRK 
was born as the genuine representative of the father- 
land’s independence and the Cambodian people’s right 
to mastery. We are also proud of our achievements 
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during the past 2 years, the first 2 years of the imple- 
mentation of the resolution of the fifth party congress. 
These achievements mark new progress by the PRK in 
its development of the past 9 years. [applause] 


I would like to warmly welcome all international guests, 
especially His Excellency Romesh Chandra and the 
WPC, who are present at this solemn meeting and who 
have brought with them good feelings and immense 
encouragement for my people. [applause] 


Immediately following the second plenum of the fifth 
congress of the party Central Committee, the adminis- 
tration at all levels and all branches have done their best 
to direct their activities toward the localities by consid- 
ering the tasks of serving the people and combatants as 
the yardstick with which to measure their work efficien- 
cy. This has gradually brought about new development 
in all fields and contributed to building the revolutionary 
forces especially at the grass-roots level, in villages and 
communes. 


On the military and security fronts, our revolutionary 
forces have continuously been developed and strength- 
ened both at the borders and inside the country. All of 
our armed forces, having been tempered through struggle 
and trials in various battlefields, have been gradually 
developed. The recent sixth withdrawal of Vietnamese 

teer troops, involving two divisional groups, 
clearly showed the growth of our revolutionary forces at 
the stage of taking over the task of defending the father- 
land ourselves. In many areas, our militiamen have 
heroically fought the enemy, with good results, to defend 
their bases and their revolutionary gains. 


With the massive participation of the people, now well 
aware of their national defense duty, we incessantly 
expanded the combined forces and measures, continued 
to seize the battlefield advantage inside the country, and 
drastically reduced the enemy’s armed sabotage and 
looting activities against the property and lives of the 
people, inflicting setbacks on the cruel adventurous 
maneuvers of the enemy aimed at seizing territory and 
winning away the people. 


Meanwhile, having faced great difficulties, acute internal 
splits, and a sinking fighting spirit, the enemy is in a 
weakened position. More and more people within the 
enemy rank have awakened to reality and returned to 
their families and national society. 


On the socioeconomic front, our workers, peasants, 
compatriots, cadres, and personnel have done their 
utmost, overcoming all difficulties and hardships caused 
by natural calamities and scoring major successes. By the 
end of 1987, all four economic spearheads: food, rubber, 
timber, and aquatic products; had fulfilled or nearly 
fulfilled plans and all made marked increases compared 
with 1985. Industry and handicrafts made progress in 
the use of labor force, machine productivity, and local 
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raw materials, as well as the diversification of consumer 
goods to meet the needs of production and the people's 
livelihood and, also, for export. 


Much effort has been made in the circulation of goods, 
particularly regarding communications and transporta- 
tion. Effective activities have been made towards pro- 
moting the production, reducing difficulties, and stabi- 
lizing the livelihood of the compatriots, combatants, 
cadres, and personnel. 


Steady development has been recorded in the fields of 
education, health, information, and culture, thus con- 
tributing to the improvement of the moral life of and 
bringing happiness and hope to our people. 


All great efforts made by all sectors, economic, cultural, 
and social affairs, during the past 2 years have helped our 
people clearly understand the ideals of and attention 
paid by our party and state toward the real situation of 
our compatriots and the future of our country. All these 
efforts have concretely contributed to broadening the 
genuine revolutionary forces and building and strength- 
ening our localities. 


We have continued to expand and strengthen the net- 
works of the party, state, mass organizations, and the 
armed forces from the central to grass-roots levels, 
particularly in villages and communes. The leading insti- 
tutions and the ranks of core cadres of all sectors and at 
all levels have been strengthened another step. Many 
leading cadres have been educated in politics and spe- 
cialized fields. They have enhanced their sense of mas- 
tery and responsibility and the capability to lead and 
guide, closely linked to the localities, and have assisted 
their subordinates in taking good care of the livelihood 
and interests of the people. 


The party expansion work has been vigorously promo- 
ted. The party chapters have continued to take root in the 
localities and have constantly enhanced harmonious 
relations between the party and the masses, thus gradu- 
ally expanding the party’s leadership role in combat, 
production, and all other social areas. 


The mass organizations have gradually enhanced their 
propaganda role, educating, mobilizing forces, and stim- 
ulating the mass revolutionary movement in their own 
interest, as well as in the interests of the collective and 
the fatherland. Thousands of cadres of all sectors and at 
all levels have been organized and sent to villages and 
communes to help educate the local cadres and work 
with them in encouraging the people to enhance security 
work, increase production, and strengthen and expand 
the revolutionary organizations. Many villages and com- 
munes in the outlying remote areas have successfully 
built genuine forces that are strong and fight effectively 
against the enemy. 
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Due to the fact that we have firm ranks of core cadres to 
Carry Out propaganda and education work and to protect 
the people’s interests, the masses have closely linked 
themselves to the revolution and participated in the 
defense and construction of their villages, communes, 
homeland, and families. [applause] 


In addition to the above-mentioned great victories, we 
have also expanded our revolutionary struggle on the 
political and diplomatic fronts since the middle of 1987. 


The policy of national reconciliation and the five-point 
political solution have demonstrated a great sense of 
responsibility by our party and state toward the sacred 
aspiration of our compatriots and the destiny of the 
fatherland in accordance with the trend of negotiation 
and reconciliation which is strongly developed in all 
continents and in the Southeast Asian region. This policy 
has received strong support and a warm welcome from 
the compatriots inside the country and the majority of 
the Cambodian compatriots residing abroad, as well as 
from fraternal countries, all friends, and world public 
opinion. The result of the meeting between Comrade 
Hun Sen, chairman of the Council of Ministers of the 
PRK, and Prince Norodom Sihanouk in France at the 
beginning of December is creating a new possibility of 
breaking the 9-year-old stalemate in finding a suitable 
political solution regarding the Cambodian problem and 
the problems of peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 
[applause] 


The genocidal Pol Pot clique and the international 
reactionary forces—the most obstinate protectors and 
patrons of the clique— are more extremely isolated than 
ever before. 


The international role and prestige of our party and state 
have been enhanced. The people are very proud of and 
are more confident in our party and state. Nine years is 
not a long time, and 2 years, beginning with the fifth 
party congrtss to date, is even less. But all the great 
changes and successes of the past 2 years really make us 
very happy. All these great changes and successes have 
affirmed the correctness and clear-sightedness of the 
resolutions of the fifth party congress and all the policy- 
guidelines of the party Central Committee. The state of 
the People’s Republic of Kampuchea is always the gen- 
uine representative of the essential interests of our 
fatherland and people. 


In the face of difficulties and new tests and trials, our 
people demonstrate even more clearly their firm spirit of 
patriotism, sense of mastery, and their willingness to 
help themselves. The powerful strength of our people’s 
solidarity is the decisive factor in the victories of our 
cause to defend our fatherland and our revolutionary 
gains and to build our country. [applause] 
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On this grand occasion, on behalf of the party, state, and 
front, | warmly hail and admire all the compatriots, 
combatants, and cadres throughout the country, partic- 
ularly the compatriots and comrades who are valiantly 
and resolutely struggling and working along the western 
border and building villages and communes in the out- 
lying remote areas. We will always remember the good 
service made by the disabled and sick combatants, 
families of the fallen combatants, and families of the 
soldiers and workers who are defending our nation. We 
would like to extend our best and most cordial regards to 
the Cambodian residents abroad. [applause] 


These great successes and changes are inseparable from 
the huge and effective assistance of the fraternal socialist 
countries and active support of all friends throughout the 
world. Through many brilliant successes, as well as 
through their weal and woe, our people have it engraved 
in their minds that the special militant alliance between 
Cambodia and Vietnam and among Cambodia, Viet- 
nam, and Laos is the sentiment, reason, revolutionary 
principle, and life-and-death social law for our nation, 
whereas the alliance between the three Indochinese 
countries and the Soviet Union and the socialist com- 
munity is our most reliable and solid base. [applause] 


On this occasion, on behalf of the party, state, and front, 
I warmly acclaim, commend, and thank all cadres and 
combatants of the Vietnamese volunteer army; comrade 
experts from Vietnam, the Soviet Union, and other 
fraternal countries; and friends in the international orga- 
nizations who are assisting us. [applause] 


I would like to express profound gratitude to the parties, 
governments, and peoples of Vietnam, Laos, the Soviet 
Union, and other fraternal socialist countries; the gov- 
ernment and people of India; other friendly countries; 
and all the progressive organizations and peoples 
throughout the world who support us. [applause] 


I would like to give a warm welcome to His Excellency 
Romesh Chandra and the WPC [World Peace Council] 
delegation who are visiting our land of Angkor and 
attending this grand ceremony. [applause] I would like to 
express profound gratitude on behalf of my party, state, 
and people to the WPC for its active support for the just 
cause of my people, as well as for its tireless activities for 
the cause of peace and the survival of mankind. 
[applause] Dear comrades and friends, in response to our 
compatriots’ profound aspiration and in the interest of 
peace in the region and the world, our party and state 
will restrainedly [atthmot] make further efforts toward 
achieving a just and reasonable political solution regard- 
ing the Cambodian problem and the problems of peace 
and stability in the Southeast Asian region. [applause] 


We would like to appeal to the warring Cambodian 
factions to support the Hun Sen-Sihanouk joint commu- 
nique in order to advance toward a negotiation among 
the Cambodian factions. 
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Availing myself of this occasion, I would like to appeal to 
the officers and rank and file in the warring Cambodian 
factions to desert their ranks and return to live among 
the people and their families and join the cause of peace 
and national reconciliation. 


The PRK is ready to join in the negotiations between the 
Indochinese countries and the ASEAN countries in 
accordance with the spirit of the Mokhtar-Nguyen Co 
Thach agreement. We will not abandon any effort 
toward reaching a political solution to the Cambodian 
problem and we will absolutely not allow the genocidal 
danger to return. [applause] 


We have a sincere goodwill. But the hostile forces have 
not abandoned their dark design. Therefore, we will 
absolutely not be complacent [words indistinct]. We 
must always remember that to ensure the essential 
interests of our fatherland, people, and revolution [pas- 
sage indistinct]. 


Therefore, the entire party, entire KPRAF, and entire 
people must strive to implement their important central 
tasks, that is to build and strengthen the genuine revo- 
lutionary forces in all aspects [words indistinct] villages 
and communes. It is imperative to successfully create a 
genuine and great change in 1988, particularly in terms 
of quality and effectiveness, in each sector, each activity, 
and in every organization and revolutionary force in 
each locality [words indistinct]. 


It is imperative to further stimulate the movement to 
attack the enemy and persuade misled persons to return 
to the fold, thus rapidly weakening the enemy, while 
striving to build and strengthen the revolutionary forces 
and localities. It is imperative to improve [words indis- 
— on the four economic spearheads, particularly 
ood. 


It is imperative to [passage indistinct]. Cadres and party 
members must enhance their vanguard role, setting an 
example in work, study, and lifestyle; respect the peo- 
ple’s right to mastery; pay attention to the livelihood of 
the people [words indistinct]. It is imperative to 
strengthen and build the armed forces, the administra- 
tive Organizations, mass Organizations, and particularly 
the party organizations. 


It is imperative to actively and firmly expand the party 
(?leadership). The party chapters must continue to take 
root in (?villages), wards, enterprises, schools, and the 
armed units. It is imperative to organize systems of 
life-style meetings and criticism and self-criticism in the 
party chapters and strengthen and enhance the leading 
capabilities of the party chapters and to increase educa- 
tion and training for party cadres and members, partic- 
ularly the leading cadres. It is imperative to thoroughly 
check and resolutely reject all evil and unscrupulous 
deeds, such as oppressing and swindling the people. 
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The leading organizations of the party, state authorities, 
mass Organizations, and the armed forces must enhance 
the sense of responsibility, look at the facts, strictly 
conduct self-criticism and criticism, thoroughly grasp 
the strong points in order to strive to expand them, see 
through the weak points in order to resolutely strive to 
overcome them, and ceaselessly advance. 


All sectors, all levels, every individual must not be too 
complacent with all of the past achievements and devel- 
opment. This is because complacency will only hinder 
and reduce our activities. 


Dear comrades and friends, the international and 
regional situation continues to develop in a trend favor- 
able to our revolutionary cause. 


We actively welcome the great outcome of the summit 
held recently in Washington between the Soviet Union 
and the United States. [applause] 


We actively welcome all the tireless efforts made by the 
Soviet Union and Comrade General Secretary Gorba- 
chev for the cause of peace and the survival of mankind. 
[applause] 


We welcome the continuous efforts made by the Repub- 
lic of Indonesia in promoting the talks among the Cam- 
bodian factions and among the countries in the region. 


We welcome all the initiatives and goodwill from every- 
where aimed at contributing to finding a solution to the 
stalemate on the political solution regarding the Cambo- 
dian problem and the problems of peace and stability in 
the region. [applause] 


We are ready to participate in all the political and 
diplomatic activities with the fraternal countries (?and 
friends) near and far [words indistinct]. [applause] [pas- 
Sage indistinct} 


All sectors, all levels, each unit, each locality, each 
compatriot, and each combatant should enhance his role 
and strive valiantly to create most appropriate feats for 
welcoming [words indistinct]. 


Every cadre and party member should enhance his 
vanguard role, set a good example, and always remain at 
the forefront of the revolutionary movement of the 
masses. [applause] 


Everything is for the independence of the fatherland and 
for the happiness of the people. [applause] 


Long live the People’s Republic of Kampuchea. 
[applause] 


Long live world peace and revolution. [applause] 
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Paper Reports on Council of Ministers Meeting 
BK080135 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
8 Jan 88 pp 1, 3 


{By Jacques Bekaert] 


[Text] Phnom Penh’s shift towards national reconcilia- 
tion and rapprochement with Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
stems partly from its acceptance that the Khmer resis- 
tance cannot be destroyed. 


The BANGKOK POST has obtained a transcript of a 
Council of Ministers’ meeting in which Phnom Penh 
conceded it could not administer the country under a 
political settlement because it lacks “capable cadres”. 


More specifically, the transcript revealed Phnom Penh 
troops “would not be strong enough” against Pol Pot 
forces after a political solution. 


The transcript reveals that Phnom Penh’s political o/fen- 
sive is designed to “bring disunity” among the resisianc- 
e’s supporters, particularly ASEAN, the United States 
and China. 


Phnom Penh also believes a change would lead to easier 
relations. 


The new attitude results from politburo decision 
17/SRMC which was explained to a special session of the 
council on June 18 last year attended by high-ranking 
cadres of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea. 


Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Hun Sen, a senior 
figure in the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampu- 
chea politburo, chaired the meeting attended by 19 
ministers and provincial governors. 


The politburo decision concerns the diplomatic offen- 
sive and provides a national military, political and 
economic assessment. 


Given the regional and international situation, and given 
the fact that “the politburo believed that the war (in 
Kampuchea) cannot be won” the party decided to shift 
its policy from the battlefield to the diplomatic field, the 
transcript said. 


Because the resistance receives support from “*China, the 
USA and Thailand ... we are not capable of destroying 
the resistance forces”, the politburo said. 


The politburo noted that a tendency toward talks already 
existed and that “circumstances favour a political solu- 
tion”. The politburo meeting clearly took place after 
Prince Sihanouk’s decision to take a leave of absence 
from his position as President of Democratic Kampu- 
chea. 
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The ruling body also admitted that “should there be a 
solution of the Kampuchean problem today, we would 
not be in a position to answer the needs of the state 
apparatus because we lack competent cadres”. 


The politburo felt the “difficult situation” in Southeast 
Asia was primarily the responsibility of China “which 
cooperates with the US to provoke an offtnsive against 
Indochina to isolate Kampuchea”, in cooperation with 
ASEAN. 


The PRPK was convinced that in order to destroy 
Chinese influence, closer cooperation was necessary 
between Phnom Penh and the “Soviet Union and the 
eastern countries”. 


A two-point strategy should involve “normalisation of 
relations between China and Vietnam” and, on the 
battlefield, the destruction of the Khmer Rouge forces. 


“Today. should we accept a political solution, we will not 
be strong enough, while the Pol Pot forces are strong,” 
the transcript said. 


It continued: “If Pol Pot becomes weaker, Sihanouk and 
Son Sann would follow ... and if Pol Pot is weak, China 
will become weaker, and so will the United States and 
Japan.” 


Kampuchea’s only chance of reconstruction lay in a 
political solution, according to the transcript, which 
noted: “Neighbouring countries are economically suc- 
cessful, while socialist countries know increasing prob- 
lems.” 


Even if military objectives are not abandoned, the 
“present goal is a diplomatic offensive”’. 


The first step of the new strategy is national reconcilia- 
tion. The politburo decided to launch the offensive in 
“August or September, with the hope that it will make a 
favourable impression at the General Assembly of the 
United Nations”. 


On October 8, the PRK released a five-point proposal 
before the UN vote on Kampuchea calling for national 
reconciliation and an international conference. 


Pol Pot forces should be enticed to return to the fold of 
the Phnom Penh regime, and so should “other reaction- 
ary Khmers”, the transcript noted. 


While regretting that “Sihanouk did not resign from his 
presidential position” the politburo hoped to convince 
Khmer refugees along the Thai-Kampuchean border to 
return. 


“We must attract the refugees to destroy their bases,” it 
said. “The Pol Potists and other reactionary Khmers will 
negotiate with us at a cheap price” if deprived of 
refugees. 
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Phnom Penh planned to discuss the refugee problem 
with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees but “not 
with Thailand”. 


In June, the politburo was still unsure with which Khmer 
faction it would start talks, but noted that “if one faction 
is weak, it will join us and we will welcome it”. 


The politburo was convinced “China was facing prob- 
lems”—after the resignation of party secretary-geperal 
Hu Yao-bang—and believes that a change in Thailand 
could lead to easier relations. 


“We will ask Thailand to be neutral, and deny sanctuary 
to the Pol Potists and other reactionary Khmers.” 


The politburo also acknowledged that the eight-point 
proposal of the Coalition Government (of Democratic 
Kampuchea) was an “embarrassment”. 


While negotiations could place administrative and polit- 
ical positions in the hands of “the enemy”, the politburo 
added: **We will not accept a coalition government and if 
the enemy does not accept our line, we will keep on 


fighting. 


““Kampuchea needs peace for its reconstruction,” it said, 
“and a peaceful solution is the objective of the socialist 
countries.” 


A Vietnamese withdrawal would bring to an end the 
“external confrontation’, it said, in reference to Viet- 
nam and China, but pressure from Beijing and Bangkok 
would not stop. 


An immediate end to hostilities could cause problems for 
Phnom Penh, because “our cadres are not yet ready to 
fight against those of the enemy”. 


Dividing the enemy and getting international recogni- 
tion and support is a key part of the new strategy. 
Although more military offensives are needed, peace is 
important, otherwise Kampuchea risks becoming “an- 
other Lebanon”. 


“We have to provide the enemies with sticks,” said the 
politburo, “so they can fight each other. 


“We will provide Sihanouk with a stick to beat the 
Chinese and the Americans,” added Hun Sen, admitting 
that Sihanouk is fairly strong and ‘“‘must be encouraged 
in this (anti-Chinese and anti-US) line”. 


In order “to achieve a just and prosperous society, the 
misled people must return and Pol Potist soldiers must 
surrender”. The politburo also decided that military 
units of the resistance “rallying with us can keep their 
units, but under our command”. 
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In the perspective of the diplomatic offensive, political 
campaigns must be organised in Kampuchea, and pro- 
paganda units “must reinforce their bases in the village” 
and convince people to fight the Pol Potists. 


Enemy networks must be detected, the PRK military 
structures must be reorganised and the safety of strategic 
points must be guaranteed. 


The politburo admitted there is no unanimity among the 
Kampuchean population. One faction is willing to fight 
the party, and could even use the period of talks “to 
destroy us”. 


On the “ideological” front, the politburo believes there 
are five major attitudes in today’s Kampuchea: 


“Everybody wants peace to reconstruct the country; 
monks, older people and merchants are convinced that 
Sihanouk’s return will bring peace. Others—outside 
Kampuchea—believe that if Vietnamese troops with- 
draw there will be peace and a political solution.” 


Some people, said the politburo, are convinced that if 
there is national reconciliation, the Pol Pot forces would 
“swallow the others”, while others feel the presence of a 
UN peacekeeping force would avert that danger. 


Finally, one faction of the population is convinced a 
Vietnamese military presence is nescessary to ensure 
peace. 


Hun Sen and his politburo colleagues did not express a 
more personal opinion about which tendency they 
favored. 


Views Politburo Decision 
BK080139 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
8 Jan 88 p 4 


[From the “Kampuchean Diary” feature by Jacques 
Bekaert: “Confessions of a Politburo”} 


[Text] For journalists and diplomats alike it is a rare 
opportunity to suddenly he access to a reliable tran- 
script of a politburo, any politburo, meeting; especially 
of a politburo where the Communist Party is in power, as 
is the case in the People’s Republic of Kampuchea 
(PRK). The document that was handed to us recently, 
while not exactly of the most precious nature, came close 
enough. It faithfully reported the explanations given by 
Mr Hun Sen himself, acting as Prime Minister, about a 
crucial politburo decision (codenamed | 7/SRMC) to his 
ministers and a few other high-ranking cadres of the 
PRK. 


It details the strategy to be followed by his country 
during the rest of the years. [sentence as published] A 
strategy that indeed has been unfolding since last June 
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and that has been at least partly precipitated, one may 
fairly assume, by Prince Sihanouk’s own decision to take 
his now famous leave of absence. 


While one may expect some people to see in the PRK 
document a confirmation of their firm belief that any 
communist regime can only be deceiving and perverse, 
what struck us most was not only the quasi-total absence 
in Mr Hun Sen’s expose of any serious Marxist referenc- 
es, but the sense of confusion and frustration that 
pervaded the politburo decision. | The politburo seems 
to have very little illusions about the PRK’s own 
strength. It admits that military victory is impossible and 
that PRK forces can not even match those of Pol Pot (the 
Khmer Rouge or National Army of Democratic Kampu- 
chea). It confesses the poverty of its intellectual resourc- 
es, the scarcity of reliable and competent cadres, the 
existence of a vast array of opinions among the Kampu- 
chean population. The politburo proposed a strategy that 
seemed logical, although some of it also sounded a bit 
naive. We cannot win the war, so let’s try to win the 
peace. But the party confesses that peace right now could 
only spell trouble for the regime, given its structural 
weakness. It also expressed the fear—shared by many in 
the West—that the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops 
could lead to everybody being wiped out by the Khmer 
Rouge. recognised as the most powerful military force. 


The document acknowledges the adverse importance of 
the coalition, and regrets that Sihanouk did not resign. It 
is precisely because he is acutely aware of the strength 
provided to him by the existence of the coalition—no 
matter how frustrated he felt within the CGDK frame- 
work—that Sihanouk did not resign but simply took a 
leave of absence. 


The PRK’s internal weakness is ironically illustrated by 
the fact that it was a senior PRK source who ensured that 
the document would be made available to Sihanouk. The 
prince mentioned for the first time the existence of this 
document in his own statement issued in France on 
December 29. 


That the politburo tries to get the best out of a problem- 
atic situation is only logical. The first round of discus- 
sions held by Prince Sihanouk and Mr Hun Sen in early 
December in Fere-en-Tardenois showed the extent of Mr 
Hun Sen’s diplomatic capacity. The young prime minis- 
ter—who recently also regained his previous job as 
Foreign Minister—came well prepared. He conceded 
nothing of substance but made a strong impression on 
his interlocutors. 


He found all the right words to tell Prince Sihanouk how 
much gratitude every Kampuchean should feel toward 
the former monarch. But nice words, while welcomed in 
the framework of a first contact, did nothing to bring 
Sihanouk to the side of the PRK. 
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“We will not accept a coalition government,” decided 
the politburo in June. But as a well-informed source 
remarked, “Many things have happened since June.” It 
makes the next round of talks between Sihanouk and 
Hun Sen ater this month all the more crucial. Substance 
will have t enter the game. Concrete proposals will have 
to be made. “The ball is now in Hanoi’s camp,” a senior 
Khmer nationalist source told us a few days ago. This 
indeed was explicitly expressed by Sihanouk’s most 
recent communiques. 


Nobody’s position is very comfortable. Mr Hun Sen, and 
his friends in Moscow and Hanoi, have to decide how far 
they are ready to go to achieve real peace in Kampuchea. 
The analysis of the international situation provided by 
Hun Sen’s expose of the politburo decision last June is at 
times unrealistic. It assumes that China, the US and 
Thailand are a lot more naive than they are. One can 
forgive the politburo: these were the days when a certain 
Col Oliver North was considered by a faction of the 
American public and even the man in the White House 
as a great hero. But damaging folklore is one thing. 
Serious politics is another. In recent weeks, the Ameri- 
cans have demonstrated their open support for Sihanouk 
and his initiatives. Maybe Washington has an Indochina 
policy after all. As for China, it knows Hanoi too well to 
content itself with manoevring it never trusted in the 
first place. The recent congress of the Chinese Commu- 
nist Party showed the line followed by Deng Xiaoping to 
be firmer than ever. China could be more flexible about 
Kampuchea (Beijing’s leaders have little personal or 
ideological sympathy for the Khmer Rouge old guard) 
but only if Hanoi and Phnom Penh are ready to offer 
substantial concessions. 


So Mr Hun Sen must return to France with something 
substantial to offer. As he was about to leave Fere-en- 
Tardenois, Sihanouk told him: “Next time come back 
with proposals regarding the nature of the future 
regime.”’ What Hun Sen will say in a few weeks will be 
scrutinised carefully by everybody, including those coun- 
tries which, like France, Australia, Sweden or more 
recently India, see themselves as friends of both Vietnam 
and Sihanouk. 


Sihanouk’s path is not an easy one either. He is at the 
centre of the great diplomatic game that could decide the 
future of his country. His passion for Kampuchea is well 
known. To call him “mercurial” —like all cliches—does 
not fully explain what he has been doing recently. He did 
not expect much substance from the first meeting. He is 
aware of his extremely delicate position. He needs the 
coalition, he needs the strength of the resistance, he 
needs the support of as many countries as possible and 
needs it before the next meeting. He must put antagonise 
the supporters of the coalition, especially those who 
provide his army with weapons and equipment. Siha- 
nouk knows that Phnom Penh and Hanoi will respect 
strength, not weakness. He cannot accept the framework 
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of the PRK but is fully aware of the need for any 
Kampuchean regime to keep good relations with both its 
more powerful neighbours. And that includes Vietnam. 


Without peace we cannot reconstruct our country, 
explains the politburo. Everyone can accept this. The 
question now is: What kind of peace? 


Sihanouk, Hun Sen To Meet 20 January 
BK090731 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0500 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] According to a report from the office of Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk’s representative in Cambodia and 
Asia, the talk between Prince Norodom Sihanouk and 
Mr. Hun Sen of the Phnom Penh regime will be held 
around 20 January, that is, a week earlier than formerly 
scheduled on 27 January. 


The report stressed that the schedule for the second talk 
between the prince and Mr. Hun Sen was reset at the 
request of Mr. Hun Sen. 


Following the first talk, Prince Norodom Sihanouk said 
that during the second talk he will discuss the schedule 
for the withdrawal of the Vietnamese troops from Cam- 
bodia and the formation of the Cambodian government 
in the future. 


Sihanouk Asked To Remain After Liberation 
BK 100330 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
9 Jan 88 


[Text] To Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, president of 
Democratic Kampuchea. Paris. 


Respected Samdech: On the occasion of the new year 
1988, ourselves and cadres and combatants of the Dem- 
ocratic Kampuchean side are very happy, along with our 
compatriots, to wish the samdech and Neak Mneang 
good health and longevity to carry on noble patriotic 
tasks and to lead the great united patriotic forces in the 
Struggle to liberate our Cambodia from the current 
Vietnamese enemy aggressors and to build and preserve 
the beloved fatherland. 


Even after liberating our country from the Vietnamese 
aggressors, we think that the danger of Vietnam annex- 
ing Cambodia will still not be eliminated. The Vietnam- 
ese will not easily abandon their strategy in this region. 
Therefore, great united national forces are a vital factor 
to ensure the country’s survival. This is why after Cam- 
bodia is liberated, we still ask that the samdech remain 
head of independent, unified, peaceful, neutral. and 
nonaligned Cambodia. This is our own and sincere 
request. And we are convinced that our Cambodian 
nation and people are also of the same cpinion. 
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Finally, we would like to, once again, wish the respected 
samdech and his fine wife, Neak Mneang, good health 
always and longevity. 


Please accept our highest greetings. With most rever- 
ence, 


[Dated] Democratic Kampuchea, 2! December 1987 


[Signed] Khieu Samphan, vice pres:.cent of Democratic 
Kampuchea in charge of foreign affairs 


Son Sen, minister of the Coordinating Committee for 
National Defense of the CGDK 


Indonesia 


Italy’s Goria, Delegation Depart 7 January 
BK080755 Jakarta ANTARA in English 
0S52 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] Jakarta, Jan 7 (ANTARA/OANA)}—Italian Prime 
Minister Giovanni Goria and entourage Thursday 
evening left here for India after completing a two-day 
official visit to Indonesia in an attempt at promoting the 
political and economic relations between the two coun- 
tries. 


At Halim Perdana Kusuma Airport the Italian premier, 
the youngest and the first to visit Indonesia so far, was 
seen off by Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja 
who told ANTARA that the visit was very impressive 
and brought fresh wind. 


Earlier, Prime Minister Goria took leave of President 
Suharto at the Merdeka Palace. 


Goria, in the company of a number of government 
officials, including Foreign Minister Giulio Andreotti, 
and 15 leading businessmen, had important talks with 
Indonesian leaders and entrepreneurs in an effort at 
expanding trade and investment relations between the 
two countries. 


During the two-day visit, Goria was in the company of 
15 leading businessmen, some of whom were engaged in 
Italy's huge chemical industry, Montedison, and from 
the Fiat automotive industry. 


Fiat had even expressed interest in manufacturing its 
cars (Uno), one of Europe’s cheapest cars with low fucl 
consumption (20 km for each liter of gas). They are now 
awaiting an approval from the Indonesian Government, 
Ambassador Giorgio Vecchi said Thursday. 


In the chemical industry, the Italians were also interested 
in investment in Indonesia. They also wanted to expand 
cooperation in work training and telecommunications, 
health, agriculture, and fisheries. 
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Earlier in the day at a press conference at Wisma Negara, 
the presidential guest house, Goria said that the ASEAN 
idea of turning Southeast Asia into a nuclear weapon free 
zone (NWFZ) is indeed very impressive, but deep 
thoughts were needed to materialize it. 


The idea for de-nuclearisation is very interesting, but it 
must not come from one side only. and it must have a 
strong foundation, the intensification in the materialisa- 
tion of the NWFZ, as a significant part of the zone of 
peace, freedom and neutrality (ZOPFAN), had been 
mentioned in the 1987 Manila Declaration, one of the 
important outcomes of the Third Manila Summit Con- 
ference held in the Philippine capital last month. 


With reference to Southeast Asia, Goria said this part of 
the world will in the next 20 to 30 years become a most 
dynamic area with the highest economic growth rate in 
the worid. 


It was for this rea_ on, he said, that Italy was interested in 
promoting its cooperation with the countries in this part 
of the world, particularly in trade and capital invest- 
ment. He was speaking of the background of his visits to 
Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia, which ended Thurs- 
day afternoon. 


In the meantime Foreign Minister Giulio Andreotti said 
12 foreign ministers of the European Economic Commu- 
nity member countries will be holding talks with their 
ASEAN counterparts at the end of March. 


With regard to his talks with Indonesian Foreign Minis- 
ter Mokhtar Kusumaatmayja, he said they discussed 
various matters on efforts at arms reduction between the 
East and West, in addition to some other regional 
problems. 


Referring to the Kampuchean conflict, Andreotti said he 
supported the efforts at reaching a peaceful solution 
made by ASEAN, and the Prince Sihanouk-Hun Sen 
negotiations to end the nine-year old dispute. 


As to Afghanistan, he said his government supported the 
attempts at effecting a withdrawal of Soviet forces from 
that country to bring about stability in that part of the 
world. 


- 


Netherlands Deputy Prime Minister Arrives 
BK101335 Jakarta ANTAPA in English 
1257 GMT 10 Jan 88 


[Excerpt] Jakarta, Jan 10 (ANTARA-OANA)—Nether- 
lands Deputy Prime Minister concurrently Minister of 
Economic Affairs Dr. R.W. de Korte and an entourage 
flew into the Sukarno-Hatta International Airport here 
Saturday afternoon on a KLM aircraft for a five-day visit 
to Indonesia or promoting bilateral relations, especially 
in the economy, between the two countries. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


On Monday morning R.W. de Korte 1s scheduled to meet 
with Indonesian cabinet ministers, including Minister 
Coordinator of the Economy, Finance and Industry Ali 
Wardhana, Minister of Industry Hartarto, Minister of 
Trade Rakhmat Saleh and Minister of Tourism, Post and 
Telecommunications Ahmad Tahir. 


After two-hour rest at the airport, De Korte who was 
welcomed by Minister Ali Wardhana, left for Bali on 
Garuda airliner and will be back in the capital on 
Monday morning. 


De Korte in his arrival statement to the press said he 
came here for the first time to meet an invitation of the 
Indonesian Government for promoting cooperation in 
bilateral development. 


With the participation of more than 25 leading Dutch 
entrepeneurs in the visit, he hoped the contacts between 
the two countries would be further developed. 


During his stay in this country, De Korte will pay a 
courtesy call on President Suharto and hold meetings 
also with Minister of Finance Radius Prawiro, Minister 
of State for Development Planning/Chairman of the 
National Development Planning Board J.B. Sumarlin, 
and Junior Minister for the Promotion of Domestic 
Products/Chairman of the Investment Coordinating 
Board Ginandjar Kartasasmita. 


He said he was interested in discussing the results of the 
recent ASEAN summit as the European Economic Com- 
munity liked to know more about the progress the 
regional grouping had made in the last couple of years. 
He was also interested in discussing with Indonesia 
matters relating to the drop in stock prices at interna- 
tional exchanges in October last year to see what the 
adverse effects are on this part of the world as well as on 
europe in general. 


De Korte will also visit Hong Kong and South Korea. 
[passage omitted] 


Mokhtar Supports UN Resolution on Israel 
BKO80805 Jakarta ANTARA in English 
0605 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] Jakarta, January 8 (ANTARA/OANA)—Foreign 
Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja stressed here Thurs- 
day, that Indonesia had welcomed the ‘JN Security 
Council resolution which opposed the israeli plan to 
expel nine Palestinian prominent figures from the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank which Israel had occupied since 
1967. 


After seeing off Italian Prime Minister Giovanni Goria 
at Halim Perdanakusuma Airport Thursday evening, the 
Indonesian foreign minister told ANTARA that the 
resolution was a very sound one indeed and “this is the 
kind of resolution that is expected from the UN Security 
Council”. 
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The 15 members of the UN Security Council, including 
the US, Tuesday adopted the resolution which opposes 
the expulsion of Palestinians as part of Israel’s harsh 
action to subdue the unrest in the two Israeli occupied 
territories. 


Since the outbreak of the disturbances on December 8, 
1987, as a protest from the Palestinian side against the 
Israeli occupation of the Gaza Strip and West Bank, 
eae 25 people had reportedly been shot dead by Israeli 
orces. 


The world condemned the Israeli actions, including its 
ally the US, which for the first time in six years has given 
a positive reaction on a resolution against Israel in the 
UN Security Council. 


The resolution was a reaction on the decision of Israel to 
expel nine Palestinian activists who were, according to 
Israel, the brains behind the disturbances and agitation. 


After seeing off Italian Prime Minister Giovanni Goria, 
Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja left for Cairo, 
Egypt, to chair the consultation meeting of Indonesian 
ambassadors in the African and Middle East regions. 


During his three-day visit to Cairo, the foreign minister 
will receive reports on implementation developments of 
Indonesia’s foreign policy in these regions in the efforts 
to determine Indonesia’s future foreign policy conduct in 
the African and Middle East regions. 


According to Foreign Minister Mokhtar, during his stay 
in Cairo he will also have talks with Egyptian top 
officials, including his Egyptian counterpart. 


Leaves for Cairo, Madrid Meetings 
BK080859 Jakarta International Service in English 
0800 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] Indonesian Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaat- 
maja left Jakarta last night for Cairo, Egypt, to chair the 
consultation meeting of Indonesian ambassadors in the 
African and Middle East regions, which will discuss and 
determine Indonesia’s foreign policy implementation in 
the two regions. 


Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja told reporters after 
meeting with President Suharto in Jakarta yesterday 
morning that Indonesia’s future foreign policy conduct 
in the African and Middle East regions, both regionwise 
as well as countrywise, will be determined after obtain- 
ing reports from the ambassadors on the later develop- 
ments in Indonesia’s foreign policy implementation in 
these two regions. 
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From Cairo, the Indonesian foreign minister will pro- 
ceed to Madrid, Spain, to chair a similar meeting of the 
Indonesian ambassadors accredited to European coun- 
tries. He will return to Jakarta on 17 January prior to the 
visit of the Papua New Guinean prime minister, Paias 
Wingti, to Indonesia scheduled for 18 until 20 January. 


Laos 
Further Developments in Thai Border Dispute 


Army on State of Alert 
BK101444 Hong Kong AFP in English 1425 GMT 
10 Jan 88 


[Text] Bangkok, Jan 10 (AFP)}—The Laotian Army is on 
a state of alert around Vientiane after recent border 
incidents between Thailand and Laos and a resurgence 
of anti-communist rebel activity, a reliable source here 
said Sunday. 


Vientiane residents have witnessed the unusual sight of 
armoured vehicles, helicopters and fighter planes, said 
the source, who recently returned from the city. 


At least two supply convoys were attacked by anti- 
communist guerrillas around Christmas-time and there 
were a number of casualties, the source told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE. 


There has been no official word from Laos about the 
alleged attacks. 


In one of the attacks, a convoy of about 15 trucks was 
ambushed December 25 on Route 13 between Vang 
Vieng and Luang Prabang. 


Vang Vieng is about 200 kilometres (124 miles) north of 
Vientiane. 


The attack was apparently carried out by Meo hill 
tribespeople, many of whom fought on the U.S. side in 
the Indochinese war. 


Three truck drivers were reported to have died in the 
attack. 


Few details were given about the other attack, east of 
Vientiane, between Paksane and Pakading. 


According to the source this revival of Laotian rebel 
activity, which included other, smaller operations in 
December, coincided with an eruption of the Laotian 
border conflict with Thailand, the source said. 


Thailand accuses Laos of occupying Thai hill territory 
500 kilometres (310 miles) north of Bangkok. 


Vientiane maintains that the area belongs to Laos and 
has protested to the United Nations about Thai military 
operations aimed at capturing the territory. 
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Thai Envoy Presents Aide-Memoire 
BK090303 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Text] On 4 January, Niran Phanuphong, Thai ambas- 
sador to the LPDR, handed an aide-memoire to the Lao 
Foreign Ministry. At the same time, he gave the follow- 
ing additional explanation: 


1. The Lao side is requested to thoroughly reconsider the 
Thai side’s proposals. 


2. The minimum requirement for the opening of negoti- 
ations with the Lao side is the end of the fighting through 
the withdrawal of Lao troops from Thai territory. The 
negotiations must be held at the same level. Two levels of 
negotiations can be held simultaneously if necessary: 


A. At the full ministerial level. Negotiations will focus on 
policy and technical issues in the areas of law, economy, 
local affairs, and military. 


B. At the technical level. The two sides should be 
mutually assured that the negotiations represent true 
negotiations, not verbal attacks against each other. Both 
sides must refrain from slandering each other when 
holding news conferences. The rules and agenda of the 
consultative meeting must be fixed in advance. If the 
meeting is held in both countries, the following rules are 
recommended: Two days in Vientiane with three work- 
ing sessions, or | and 1/2 days. Two days in Udon [Udon 
Thani Province] with three working sessions, or | and 
1/2 days. 


Thai Envoy Receives Aide-Memoire 
BK090431 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Text] At 1430 on 8 January, Sombat Chounlamani, 
chief of the Foreign Ministry’s Third Department, sum- 
moned Thai Ambassador Niran Phanuphong for a meet- 
ing to hand him the aide-memoire on the Lao-Thai 
border problem in the vicinity ofthe Nam Heuang River 
in Na Bonoi canton of Boten District, Sayaboury 
Province. 


The full text of the aide-memoire reads: 


1. During the past 80 years, from 1907 to May 1987, the 
area of the Nam Heuang River in Na Bonoi canton of 
Boten District was first under the French and later Lao 
protection. With the exception of 1941, when Sayaboury 
Province was handed over to the Thai side, the Thai side 
has never regarded the area as belonging to it in compli- 
ance with the treaty and protocol signed between France 
and Siam on 23 March 1907. However, in 1946, the Thai 
side returned it to France in accordance with the treaty 
and protocol of 1907, and no change has taken place 
since. However, since May 1987, Thai troops have been 
Stationed in the area to provide protection to a Thai 
logging company felling trees in the area. This led to 
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clashes with Lao regional forces. Since then, the Thai 
side has sent more troops to reinforce and fortify the area 
and unilaterally declared that the Nam Heuang Gna 
River is the borderline of the two countries, which 
contradicts the protocol of 1907 which specifies that the 
Nam Heuang Gna River is the borderline between the 
two countries. [sentence as heard] Similar to what the 
Thai side did with the three Lao hamlets in 1984, the 
said acts of the Thai side constitute a violation of Laos’ 
sovereignty and territorial integrity and have caused the 
present daily aggravated military clashes. Therefore, the 
Lao Government calls on the Thai side to end all of the 
said acts of aggression by withdrawing all military units, 
as well as the wood poachers from the area. The Lao 
people are determined to defend and safeguard their 
territory. 


2. The Lao side maintains that the correct solution to the 
problem compatible with the overall situation can be 
achieved through negotiations on the basis of equality 
without any preconditions. Thus, the Thai side’s call for 
the withdrawal of Lao troops from Lao territory does not 
correspond to reality and indicates that the Thai side has 
been not only insincere in seeking a solution to the 
problem through negotiations, but has also created con- 
ditions for another large-scale attack on Lao territory. 


3. The Lao side reaffirms that the previous consultative 
meetings were not acts of slandering one another as the 
Thai side has charged, but were aimed at seeking a way 
to solve the problem in accordance with reality in a 
rational manner. In this connection, the Thai side should 
not set any preconditions to obstruct the dialogue. 


4. Regarding the agenda of the meeting, the Lao side is of 
the opinion that every issue pertaining to relations 
between the two countries should be raised for consulta- 
tion and discussion. This includes the problems of the 
three hamlets and the present tension in the area of Na 
Bonoi canton. 


5. The Lao side is willing to hold the negotiations the 
sooner the better in either Vientiane or Bangkok, or 
alternately in Vientiane and Bangkok. 


6. Regarding the call for an end to the fighting, the Lao 
side maintains that the area of Na Bonoi canton border- 
ing the Nam Heuang River and the watershed of Phou 
Soi Dao Mountain is Lao territory. It demands the total 
withdrawal of the Thai infantrymen, artillery pieces, and 
timber poachers from the area and an end to all ground 
and air activities so as to prevent armed clashes. To 
demonstrate its goodwill and pave the way for the 
negotiations, the Lao side will also cease all military 
movements in the area. 


On the same occasion, Sombat Chounlamani also 
informed the Thai ambassador of the violent incidents 
on 6 and 7 January after the latter had handed an 
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aide-memoire to the Lao side. These incidents prove that 
the Thai side does not yet have any sincere desire to 
solve the problems through negotiations. 


Thailand Said To Continue Attacks in Sayaboury 


Report on 7 January Activities 
BKO80555 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] According to local news reports from Boten Dis- 
trict, Sayaboury Province, beginning 0500 yesterday [7 
January], the ultrarightist reactionaries from the 3d 
Army Region mobilized 125th Combined Battalion to 
launch an attack against a position of our Lao regional 
armed forces at Hill 1182 located some 3 to 5 km deep 
inside Lao territory in the Phou Soi Dao Mountain, Na 
Bonoi canton. They were counterattacked by the Boten 
District regional soldiers who exercised their right to 
self-defense. Fierce fighting continued until the evening 
when our brotherly regional soldiers repulsed them. As a 
result, a number of them were killed or wounded. 


Later, the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries turned to using 
105-mm and 155-mm artillery to fire a salvo to destroy 
various positions of our Lao brotherly regional soldiers. 
They fired 60 artillery rounds at the Phou Viang area, 70 
at Hill 1182, and 40 more at Hill 1370. 


Further reports said that on the same day, along with 
using the infantry to attack the positions of our side and 
using artillery to shell the various areas mentioned 
above, the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries also mobilized 
two F-5 jets to violate our Lao airspace over the Phou 
Viang area. 


Report on 9 January Shelling 
BK101334 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 10 Jan 88 


[Text] At 2100 on 8 January, as we reported earlier, 
troops of the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries fired 155- 
mm artillery shells at the Phou Viang area in Na Bonoi 
canton of Boten District, Sayaboury Province. This salvo 
continued until the morning of 9 January. Additional 
reports from Boten District said that at 1030 yesterday 
[9 January], the Thai ultrarightist troops fired 613 105- 
mm artillery shells at Hill 1182. At 1130 on the same 
day, they fired more 240 106-mm artillery shells into the 
said area before their infantrymen attacked Hill 1182 
and later were repulsed and forced to retreat by the 
regional armed forces of Boten District. At 1230, they 
fired more 215 155-mm artillery shells at Hill 1182. At 
1330, they fired [words indistinct] at the hill. At 1535, 
they again bombarded the hill with 630 DK-75 artillery 
Shells. 


In addition to 105-mm, 106-mm, 155-mm [words indis- 
tinct] and DK-75 artillery pieces which were used by the 
Thai ultrarightist troops during yesterday's attacks, three 
helicopters also fired many rockets at Hills 1428 and 
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1370. In other words, from 2100 on 8 January to 1530 
yesterday, 9 January, the Thai ultrarightist troops 
launched the continuous and most violent attacks 
against Hills 1182, 1370, and 1428 with the intention of 
seizing those hills which are inside Lao territory. How- 
ever, they met with the strong resistance put up by the 
regional armed forces and were forced to retreat. 


‘Artillery Bombardment’ Carried Out 
BK111258 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] Regional reports from Boten District said that 
from 1400 to 1600 [0700 GMT to 0900 GMT] yesterday 
[10 January], the Armed Forces of the Thai 3d Army 
Region fired some 30 155-mm artillery and 106-mm 
mortar shells against Lao soil at Hill 1182 west of Boten 
District, Sayaboury Province. The reports also said that 
at 1200 [0500 GMT] today [11 January], the Thai troops 
continued to use artillery to salvo the Phou Viang area. 
At 1300 [0600 GMT], the artillery bombardment was 
still continuing. 


Commentaries on Border Conflict With Thailand 


Newspaper Assessment 
BK091230 Vientiane KPL in English 
0914 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[‘“PASASON on Escalation of Border Tension”’—KPL 
headline; quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Vientiane, January 9 (KPL})—Commenting on the 
long drawn armed conflict at the Lao-Thai border, 
PASASON points out that the ever worsening hostile 
provocation against Laos is possible because such armed 
adventure directly involving the Thai 3d Army Region, 
is being backed by other military regions. 


“The entire business, of this harmful armed adventure, 
says’ PASASON, originates from the notorious pan- 
Thaist policy whose essence is to swallow up the Lao 
territory.” 


Pointing out the armed escalation on the part of Thai- 
land which has lasted more than 3 weeks now, the 
leading daily paper says that compared to the small scale 
armed operation at the onset of the fighting, now the 
Thai side has deployed several battalions of infantry 
troops, and on daily average, hundreds of Thai artillery 
shells are fired, chemical ammunition has been used, 
about nine flights over the Lao territory by jet fighter 
bombers have been recorded. And in the last three days, 
the Thai invaders have started a fresh attack on the Lao 
hilly area known as Phou Soi Dao, also in Boten District, 
(Sayaboury Province), adds PASASON 


Understandably, the paper says, the violation of the Lao 
territory [by the troops] under the command of Gen. Siri 
Tiwaphan, commander of the Thai 3d Army Region has 
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created a very dangerous tension in this boder area. “The 
Thai side,” says PASASON “‘is strongly determined to 
seize the hills 1370 and 1182 which are in the Lao 
territory.” 


To back up its argument, PASASON quotes the Armed 
Forces Chief-of-Staff Sunthon Khongsomphong’s state- 
ment made on January 2, 1988 as far as we are con- 
cerned, Thailand is out to attack and push the Lao troops 
out of the area. Negotiations, meanwhile, can be held. 
But should the (Lao) troops not be withdrawn, we will 
use all means to seize the area.** Along with such bellig- 
erent and arrogant statement of the armed forces chief- 
of-staff, other personalities in the Thai Army, of late, 
have voiced their opinions which pointed out their will 
to annex Lao territory by armed force. 


The leading Lao daily says that according to various 
news sources, the ultrarightist reactionaries in Thailand 
are busy directing the construction of a road to the 
fighting area and there are more troops massing in the 
area. “All these,” says ““PASASON” indicate that Thai- 
land is determined to further its armed aggression to 
annex Laos’ [as received] It adds, however, that should 
the Thai side stubbornly pursue its adventuristic policy 
of pan-Thaism, then, it should stand ready to bear all 
subsequent adverse consequences . 


“The best and safe option for both sides,” concludes the 
paper, does not lie in the use of armed force, but 
negotiations hence, the Thai side should come to the 
negotiation table in order to solve the Lao-Thai problem 
by peaceful means.“ 


Radio Blames Thai ‘Reactionaries’ 
BK091434 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0430 GMT 8 Jan 88 


{Unattributed commentary: “Thai Ultrarightist Reac- 
tionaries in 3d Army Region Intentionally Obstruct 
Lao-Thai Talks”’} 


[Text] Following the world’s call for the relaxation of 
tension and the refraining from the use of force to carry 
Out aggression against one another, the hope of mankind 
to coexist peacefully under the clear, blue sky free from 
smoke and the smell of war seems to be realized. Many 
countries with internal conflicts have turned to achiev- 
ing national reconciliation and seeking means to peace- 
fully settle the conflicts. But, the Thai ultrarightist reac- 
tionaries in the 3d Army Region circles have not 
appreciated this trend toward peace. On the contrary, 
they have even gone further on the path of adventure, 
ignoring progressive public opinion at home and the 
world which demands that they put an end to acts of 
aggression and hostility against Laos and then turn to 
holding talks to settle the problem through peaceful 
means in accordance with the Lao-Thai joint communi- 
ques of 1979 as well as with the aspirations of the Lao 
and Thai peoples and with the common trend of the era. 
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Since 15 December last year, the Thai ultrarightist 
reactionaries in the 3d Army Region have arrogantly and 
openly launched nibbling attacks and invaded Lao terri- 
tory west of Boten District, Sayaboury Province. They 
have mobilized infantry forces to continuously launch 
the attacks in coordination with artillery shelling and jet 
bombing. They have used 105-mm and 155-mm artillery 
to daily shell Lao territory. To date, They have altogether 
launched more than 50 episodes of the artillery shellings 
on Lao soil, some of which took place continuously for as 
long as 10 hours. Worse still, on 27 December last, they 
used 155-mm artillery to fire chemically-tipped shells at 
Hill 1428 and nearby areas in an inhuman manner. 


After the Thai side has advanced a proposal agreeing to 
an idea of holding the third round of talks between Laos 
and Thailand with a view to settling the problem of 
disputes of common concern, the ultrarightist reaction- 
aries in the Thai 3d Army Region circles have ceaselessly 
created tension, and there is an indication that the 
tension will become more intense. On 6 January 1988 
alone, Thai F-5 jets flew as many as 9 sorties to drop 
altogether 48 bombs on Hill 1370, Hill 1428, and other 
nearby hills. This was the third time that Thai jets 
bombed Lao territory, thus bringing to 21 the total of 
sorties and 91 the total of bombs flown over or dropped 
on Lao soil by the Thai jets, including those on two 
earlier occasions on 15 and 23 December 1987. 


The said acts of aggression conducted by the Thai 
ultrarightist reactionaries in the 3d Army Region are acts 
in violation of international law and the UN Charter. 
They are also considered acts of challenging and breach- 
ing world public opinion which is struggling to demand 
the banning on the use of chemical weapons and other 
types of lethal weapons. Such the acts have been also 
intended to obstruct the realization of the third round of 
Lao-Thai talks—the talks for which the governments of 
the two sides are jointly making efforts and to which the 
peoples of Laos and Thailand are hopefully looking 
forward—thus running counter to the aspirations of the 
Lao as well as the Thai peoples who want to see an 
improvement of the fraternal relations. They are also 
against the trend toward world peace, which has now 
apparently emerged. 


Thailand Accused of Using Poison 
BK071519 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Unattributed commentary: “Thai Ultrarightist Reac- 
tionary Group Must Immediately End Its Military Pres- 
sure on Laos’’] 


[Text] On 5 January, the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries 
shelled and destroyed Lao territory at Hills 1370 and 
1428 with some 15 rounds of 105-mm and 155-mm 
artillery. Later, on 6 January, beginning at 1100, they 
sent as many as nine sorties of F-5’s to viciously bomb 
and strafe Hills 1370 and 1428 in the Phou Viang area. 
Afterward, they continued to fire as many as 150 rounds 
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of 105-mm and 155-mm artillery shells at the same area. 
Earlier, they also mobilized artillery pieces and military 
planes to heavily fire and bomb that area again. Worse 
still, they sprayed neurotoxin poison on Lao soil. Further 
reports said that since the international new year, the 
Thai ultrarightist reactionaries have also dispatched 
many battalions of reinforcements to the border while 
stepping up building roads leading into Lao territory. 


The brutal acts of the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries 
with the hope of annexing Lao territory west of Boten 
District, Sayaboury Province, have deteriorated with 
each passing day. They are pursuing pan-Thaism aimed 
at swallowing up Lao territory step by step with a view to 
putting pressure on the Lao people to surrender to them. 


To deceive public opinion, they have carried out propa- 
ganda saying that they have intended to settle the prob- 
lem in the Thai-Lao relations through peaceful means 
while actually they have stepped up doing every possible 
means to annex Lao territory. The Lao people residing 
along the border, in particular those residents of Boten 
District, are of the view that under the present condi- 
tions it is impossible for the Thai ultrarightist reaction- 
ary group to achieve success in using military forces to 
put pressure on Laos with the hope of annexing Lao 
territory. The people see that such acts only create 
disturbances and contaminate the atmosphere of the 
fraternal Thai-Lao relations. 


The best thing for the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries to 
do is to immediately end their acts of shelling, bombing, 
and sending troops to attack and nibble Lao territory, 
totally withdrawing its troops and military equipment 
from the said areas, and then turning to holding talks to 
settle the problem in the Thai-Lao relations through a 
peaceful means and without any conditions. Only by so 
doing can they be praised and supported by the Thai and 
the Lao peoples as well as by peace-loving peoples 
throughout the world, or else they must be held fully 
responsible for all consequences that might arise. 


Philippines 


Preparations for U.S. Bases Talks Begin 
OW091207 Tokyo KYODO in English 1058 GMT 
9 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan. 9 KYODO—Foreign Secretary Raul 
Manglapus said Saturday the government of President 
Corazon Aquino has started top-level preparations for 
the review of Philippine-United States military bases 
agreement this April. 


Manglapus said the pivotal joint executive-legislative 
committee that will draft the ‘consolidated position” of 
the Aquino government on the fate of the two huge 
American naval and air bases in the country is already 
being organized. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


“We are now preparing to put together the preparatory 
committee that would be executive and legislative in 
content in order to prepare the position of the Philippine 
Government with regard to the periodic five-year review 
that is now called for in 1988,” he told reporters at the 
Malacanang Presidential Palace. 


Quoting Manglapus, a presidential palace statement said 
the “major thrust” that would be adopted by the Philip- 
pine Government during the review “would depend 
largely on the joint preparatory committee.” 


One of the major thrusts that is up for consideration is 
the condition under which the U.S. may use Clark air 
and Subic naval bases during “actual conflict,” the 
statement said. But Managlapus did not define the term 
“actual conflict.” 


Manglapus said one of the “obvious points” that could 
be studied by the joint committee is the possibility of 
shortening the scheduled 1991 expiration of the military 
bases agreement. 


Under the 1983 bases agreement, the United States 
grants 180 million dollars annually in military and 
economic aid to the Philippines for a five-year period, 
ending this year. 


This summer’s review of the military bases agreement 
may face tough sailing as criticisms against the contin- 
ued presence of foreign bases in the Philippines mount. 


Majority of Filipino senators filed last year two bills 
seeking to ban nuclear materials, believed to be stored in 
the two bases, and punish violators by cutting off diplo- 
matic ties. A new treaty extending the bases lease needs 
the ratification of the 24-seat upper house. 


The Senate subcommittee studying the future of the 
bases is considering “‘abrogation, renegotiation, and neu- 
trality” in deciding the fate of the U.S. installations. 


Communists Target U.S. Troops, Businessmen 
HK090135 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] Communists leaders in a document released yes- 
terday said they have targetted U.S. troops and business- 
men and described last year’s murder of three Americans 
as a [words indistinct] response to U.S. intervention. The 
warning came in a December issue of ANG BAYAN, the 
Central Committee of the banned Communist Party of 
the Philippines’ official publication. The fact that such a 
warning appeared in an authoritative Central Commit- 
tee publication showed targetting Americans had been 
approved by the party’s highest ranks. 
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28 Killed in NPA Attack on Military Camp 
BK100916 Hong Kong AFP in English 0905 GMT 
10 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan | (AFP)}—Twenty-eight people have 
been killed in a communist guerrilla attack in the north- 
ern province of Kalinga-Apayao, the official PHILIP- 
PINE NEWS AGENCY (PNA) reported here Sunday. 


Twenty-five New People’s Army (NPA) rebels and three 
soldiers were killed in a fierce 14-hour gunbattle which 
began Friday when a 300-member rebel formation 
attacked a military detachment in Balbagan town, PNA 
said. 


Nine soldiers were wounded in the clash, it added, citing 
a military report from the region. 


The detachment was outnumbered 10 to 1, but stood 
their ground until reinforcements arrived, PNA said, 
adding that the rebels burned down Balbagan town hall 
and seized three rifles, one mortar and a radio commu- 
nications set before fleeing. 


Heavy fighting broke out early Sunday between govern- 
ment troops and NPA guerrillas in Bulacan Province 
north of Manila, PNA said. 


The fighting was situated near Norzagaray town, the 
agency said without giving details. 


Military spokesmen in Manila could not immediately 
confirm the reports. 


Further on Attack 
BK101111 Hong Kong AFP in English 1055 GMT 
10 Jan 88 


[By Cecil Morella] 


[Text] Manila, Jan 10 (AFP)}—Twenty-eight Philippine 
soldiers and communist rebels died in a guerrilla attack 
on a military camp in a northern upland province, the 
official PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY (PNA) said here 
Sunday. 


Twenty-five communist New People’s Army (NPA) 
rebels died and three soldiers were killed and nine 
wounded in a 14-hour battle that began before dawn 
Friday when 300 guerrillas raided the camp in Kalinga- 
Apayao Province, PNA said. 


The military detachment was outnumbered 10-to-1, but 
the defenders stood their ground until reinforcements 
arrived, PNA reported, citing a report by northern 
Philippines military commander Brigadier General Felix 
Brawner. 


The retreating insurgents burned down the nearby Bal- 
bagan Town Hall and seized three rifles, one mortar and 
a radio communications set, PNA added. 
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On Sunday, heavy fighting broke out between the NPA 
and the military in Bulacan Province, north of here, 
while communist rebels set free two kidnapped local 
election candidates in Quezon Province, east of here, the 
agency said. 


Military spokesmen here could not immediately confirm 
the reports. 


PNA said the military engaged an undetermined number 
of NPA men in a clash near Norzagaray town Sunday. 
There were no immediate reports of casualties. 


Quezon gubernatorial candidate Eduardo Rodriguez and 
running-mate Robert Racelis were freed unharmed at 
dawn Sunday in a village near Mauban town, in the same 
area where five NPA guerrillas abducted them Friday, 
PNA said. 


At least eight other candidates in the January 18 provin- 
cial and municipal polls are still being held by the NPA. 


The military declared a ceasefire in five Quezon towns to 
allow negotiations for the men’s release. The candidates 
said they were kidnapped for not securing safe conduct 
passes from rebels to campaign in rebel-influenced areas. 


“Our abductors were apologetic and told us they were 
only obeying orders from higher officers,” Mr. Rodri- 
guez, a member of the UNIDO Party of Vice President 
Salvador Laurel, was quoted as saying. 


Armed Forces chief General Fidel Ramos said Saturday 
the rebels were offering protection to candidates across 
the political spectrum in exchange for guns, cash and 
material assistance. 


A total of 56 people have been killed in the tense run-up 
to the balloting. 


The NPA set ablaze three sugar cane farms on the central 
island of Negros Saturday, the paramilitary constabulary 
in the island capital of Bacolod City said Sunday. 


One of the farms is owned by pro-¢ ™% fil'! tion candi- 
date Alfredo Maranon, a spokesm.n sa’ The others 
belong to his brother and a brother-in-ii 


A vice mayoral candidate in the Manila suburb of 
Paranaque survived a murder attempt Saturday, the 
candidate said in a Manila Radio interview. 


Tomas Banaga said he had just parked his car in his 
garage when a black car approached and one of the 
occupants opened fire with an automatic rifle. He said he 
escaped with minor injuries by crawling beneath his car. 
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Aquino Orders ‘All-Out Campaign’ Against NPA 
HK080702 Hong Kong AFP in English 0657 GMT 
8 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan 8 (AFP)}—President Corazon Aquino 
Friday ordered the Armed Forces to wage an all-out 
campaign against communist guerrillas, government tel- 
evison reported. 


Mrs. Aquino ordered Armed Forces chief of staff Gen- 
eral Fidel Ramos to wage an all-out campaign against the 
communist New People’s Army (NPA) when he person- 
ally submitted a performance report of the military in 
1987, the television said. 


The order followed stepped-up insurgent attacks on 
remote towns. 


Local military officials said Friday that some 150 New 
People’s Army (NPA) guerillas disguised as government 
troops raided and sacked the Imelda town hall in the 
Bicol region south of here Thursday, but no casualties 
were reported. 


On the same day, a group of 200 NPA men had attacked 
an Army outpost in the Ilocos region north of here, the 
biggest insurgent offensive so far this year, sparking a 
six-hour gunbattle that left four soldiers and three rebels 
dead. 


- Gen. Ramos said in an interview with the television 


station that he told Mrs. Aquino of the military’s prob- 
lems, “which are mostly in our being very thinly spread 
all over the country, considering the population and the 
size of the Philippines.” 


The Philippines, with a 160,000-strong armed forces and 
57 million people, has the lowest soldier-to-population 
ratio in non-communist Southeast Asia, but is the only 
country in the region facing a large-scale insurgency. 


Military officials in the Bicol region Friday said the NPA 
took the local police chief hostage in Thursday’s raid on 
Imelda town, but the captives escaped while military 
reinforcements battled the raiders. 


The NPA ransacked the town hall, which houses the 
police station, and ran off with pistols, assault rifles, 
ammunition, typewriters and office supplies, the offi- 
cials said. 


Begins Campaigning 
HK110621 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino has began to campaign 
in Metro Manila. The president explained that she is 
involving herself in the political arena because of threats 
made by extremist forces, particularly against the local 
polls. She will begin her campaign to proclaim the 
administration’s candidates in Pasay, Paranaque, and 
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Pasig, beginning a |-week sortie that will cover eight 
areas in Manila. However, the president will not cam- 
paign in Quezon City because the candidate there is her 
relative, Mila Aquino-Albert. The president had said 
earlier that she will not campaign for her relatives. The 
chief executive will also not campaign in Valenzuela, 
Taguig, Pateros or Navotas because they have been 
declared free zones. 


Elections Postponed in Five More Provinces 
HK110303 Manila Far East Broadcastine Company 
in English 2300 GMT 10 Jan 88 


[Text] The Commission on Elections [Comelec], in an 
emergency executive session, decided to postpone the 
local elections in five more provinces. The Comelec, in a 
unanimous decision, reset the elections in Ilocos Sur and 
Abra in Region | from January 18 to February Ist; in 
Ifugao in Region | and Quezon in Region 4 to February 
8; and in northern Samar to February 15. 


At the same time, the poll body placed under its control 
five other provinces, one city, and three towns. These are 
the provinces of Ilocos Norte, Kalinga-Apayao, Masbate, 
Sorsogon and Isabela; the city of Caloocan; and the 
towns of Santo Tomas in Pangasinan and Santo Tomas 
and Balaoan in La Union. Chairman Ramon Felipe Jr 
reached the precedent-setting decision based on the 
recommendation of General Fidel Ramos to prevent the 
senseless loss of lives, massive electoral frauds, and to 
safeguard the sanctity of the ballot. 


The poll however was split on placing under its control 
the towns of Makati and Paranaque in Metro Manila. 


In a related development, the military yesterday [10 
January] listed more election hotspots. Gen Ramos said 
there are now 930 election hotspots out of 15,078 towns 
and cities. He said more than half of the 61 election- 
related incidents were perpetrated by the NPA. As of 
Saturday, 27 candidates have been killed since the cam- 
paign period began on November 19. 


Military Wanted Postponements 
OW091104 Tokyo KYODO in English 1036 GMT 
9 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan. 9 KYODO—Armed Forces Chief 
Gen. Fidel Ramos said Saturday the military has recom- 
mended that the Commission on Elections (Comelec) 
postpone balloting in six more provinces because of 
possible violence during the January 18 local elections. 


He identified the Provinces as Ilocos Sur, Abra, Ifugao, 
and Cagayan in northern Luzon and northern and west- 
ern Samar in eastern Visayas—-known strongholds of 
political warlords and the communist-led New People’s 
Army (NPA). 
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Earlier, Vice President Salvador Laurel called on Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino to use her powers as commander 
in chief to “suppress lawless violence”’ after his party's 
gubernatorial and vice gubernatorial bets were kid- 
napped Friday by suspected NPA rebels. 


He also asked for the postponement of elections in 
Quezon Province, 60 miles south of Manila, until 
UNIDO [United Nationalist Democratic Organization] 
gubernatorial bet Eddie Rodriguez and his running 
mate, Robert Racelis, were found and released by their 
captors. 


Ramos said the military’s recommendations were made 
during a meeting with the Comelec at the Armed Forces 
headquarters in Quezon City. 


Comelec has already deferred voting in five Moslem- 
dominated provinces and three cities in the southern 
Philippines and placed several provinces, cities and 
towns under its control. 


Voters choose 73 governors, 120 city and town mayors 
and at least 15,000 councilmen from about 150,000 
candidates. This is the second major elections to be held 
under President Aquino’s 22-month-old administration. 


Ramos said the military also wants three other prov- 
inces—Ilocos Norte, Kalinga Apayao and Masbate— 
Caloocan City, and the municipalities of Makati and 
Paranaque in the capital under the commission’s juris- 
diction. 


He said the level of violence in the present campaign is 
comparatively lower than those of past elections but said 
that the communist party and the NPA have been using 
the political exercise to beef up their finances and 
firepower. 


The Armed Forces chief said the number of “election 
hotspots” increased to 930 nationwide but pointed out 
that troops have already been fielded in these areas. 


Ramos said 56 persons have been killed and 27 wounded 
in 61 election-related incidents since the campaign began 
on December | last year. He said that the country had its 
bloodiest elections in 1971 when 905 persons were killed 
and 629 wounded in poll violence. 


Local Polls Pianned in Spratley Islands 
BK091425 Hong Kong AFP in English 1419 GMT 
9 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan 9 (AFP)—The Philippines will hold 
local elections in parts of the Spratley Island chain on 
January 18 to assert its sovereignty over eight of the 
disputed islands, officials said at a press conference here 
Saturday. 
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Commission on Elections (Comelec) official Haydee 
Yorac said eight of the islands located in the South China 
Sea are part of the western Philippine Province of 
Palawan, adding: “there will be elections for mayor, 
vice-mayor and councillors in the municipality of Kala- 
yaan.” 


Kalayaan (freedom) is the Philippine name for the eight 
islands. 


The Spratleys are also claimed by China, Vietnam, 
Taiwan and Malaysia. 


Elections have been held there since the Philippines 
asserted its sovereignty over Kalayaan, Miss Yorac said, 
without giving a date. 


Comelec Chairman Ramon Felipe has said there are only 
23 registered voters in Kalayaan, but armed forces chief 
General Fidel Ramos said there are “quite a number of 
military personnel” garrisoned in the islands who are 
eligible to vote. 


Comelec Expects Speedy Election Results 
HK080229 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0100 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] The Commission on Elections says it will take 
only 24 hours for election results to be known in Metro 
Manila and in the major cities and towns around the 
country. However, it will take a week for results for the 
gubernatorial race to be known. A speedy count of the 
votes is expected by Comelec Chairman Ramon Felipe, 
Jr, because he says national canvassing is not needed for 
this local poll. Tony Valencia has more details: 


[Begin recording] Felipe said a major role will be paid by 
the provincial, city, and municipal boards of canvassers 
which, according to the Omnibus Election Code, have 
the right to proclaim the winning candidates under their 
individual jurisdiction. The present election law stipu- 
lates that each board of canvassers should be made up of 
the following: In provincial boards—provincial election 
supervisor or senior Comelec lawyer as chairman, pro- 
vincial fiscal as vice chairman, provincial superinten- 
dent of schools and one member of the dominant ruling 
party as member. In city boards—city registrar as chair- 
man, city fiscal as vice chairman, superintendent of 
schools and one member of the dominant ruling party as 
member. In municipalities—municipal election registrar 
as chairman, municipal treasurer as district supervisor 
or principal, and one member of the dominant ruling 
party as member. [end recording] 


Candidate Denies Misuse of Public Funds 
BK111404 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
in English 1030 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] The administration’s mayoralty bet in Makati 
(Dechomar Binay), today strongly denied accusations of 
illegal disbursement and misuse of public funds amount- 
ing to over 120 million pesos. (Binay) told RPN News 
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that all the opposition candidates in Makati have 
mounted an orchestrated campaign either to discredit 
him or disqualify him from the mayoralty contest. 
Meanwhile, another candidate, Ricky Yabut, strongly 
urged the Comelec to immediately act on the charges 
against (Binay). 


[Begin Yabut recording in progress ] ...Furnish it with 
records of the audit, and for the past couple of months, 
the former OIC has always been hitting my father for the 
misuse of public funds. Well, it appears today that it has 
been the opposite. He has been the one that has been 
misusing public funds for his own benefit, for his own 
campaign and it shows, in the fact (?that’s) clear he has 
tripled the deficit of Makati and which is a very bad sign 
for the people of Makati. [end recording] 


Election-Related Violence Continues 


Ramos Comments 
HK110907 Hong Kong AFP in English 0600 GMT 
11 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan 11 (AFP}—Communist rebels have 
killed 38 people in the run-up to January 18 local 
elections in the Philippines, Armed Forces chief General 
Fidel Ramos said Monday. 


Gen. Ramos said during a weekly press forum that 57 
people had been killed since campaigning began on 
December |. The communist New People’s Army (NPA) 
was responsible for 38 of the deaths, the armed forces 
chief said. 


Gen. Ramos said the number of candidates killed during 
the election—27—was “unusually high.” Four candi- 
dates were among 100 people killed during congressional 
elections last year. 


The Armed Forces chief said that communist rebels were 
targetting anti-communist candidates and those who 
rejected extortion demands. 


Gen. Ramos has said the NPA has been offering “‘pro- 
tection” to candidates—issuing “‘safe-conduct” passes in 
exchange for “cash, materials and firearms.” 


Some of those who refused to pay were slain, kidnapped 
or harassed by the rebels, the general said. 


Gen. Ramos added that the NPA was using the elections 
to expand its influence and raise funds for the insurgen- 


cy. 


Three More Candidates Killed 
HK110221 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 10Jan 88 


[Text] A military report says four youths ambushed and 
killed mayoral candidate Agustin Quirao while he was 
campaigning in Sigma, Capiz. Quirao belonged to the 
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PDP-Laban [Partido Demokratico ng Pilipinas—Lakas 
ng Bayan—Democratic Party of the Philippines—Peo- 
ple’s Power] coalition of President Aquino. 


In another incident, an independent candidate for pro- 
vincial board member in Bataan and a political leader 
and a gubernatorial candidate were killed yesterday [10 
January] in an ambush by several gunmen in Orani and 
Samal towns in Bataan. Orani police chief Captain 
Herminio Bianzon identified the victims as Alfredo 
Gerado, a former vice mayor of Balanga and former 
provincial board member. The slain political leader was 
identified as Alfredo Cayabyab. 


Two Candidates Abducted, Killed 
HK080225 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] Two administration candidates—one for vice 
mayor and the other for town councillor—were kid- 
napped and executed Tuesday by unidentified gunmen 
believed to be communist hitmen in Matalom, Leyte. 


Vice mayoral candidate Tomas Pada and councillor- 
aspirant Teodito Odias, both of the Lakas ng Bansa 
[Nation’s Strength], were on a campaign sortie when they 
were kidnapped, along with mayoral bet Rosalio Guer- 
rero and their campaign manager, Tingting Quizon. 
Regional Command 8 chief Colonel Lorenzo Mateo said 
Guerrero was later released but Pada and Odias were 
executed. Their campaign manager escaped and reported 
the incident to the authorities. 


Pada and Odias were the first victims of election-related 
violence in Leyte since the start of the campaign for the 
18 January local polls last | December. With the double 
slaying, nationwide, the death toll in the current election 
campaign is now 62 killed, 29 of them candidates. 


Quezon Mayoral Candidate Killed 
BK111202 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
in English 1030 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] Another mayoral candidate was shot dead by 
armed men believed to be communist hitmen in 
Tayabas, Quezon. Former Tayabas Mayor Pepito Silang, 
the UNIDO [United Nationalist Democratic Organiza- 
tion] official candidate for mayor for the same town was 
walking along Quezon Avenue when four men 
approached him and suddenly whipped out guns and 
fired at him. 


Silang’s killing brought to 67 the total number of people 
killed in election-related violence. 
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Two Quezon Candidates Freed 
HK110255 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 10 Jan 88 


[Text] Two candidates kidnapped by communist rebels 
for their failure to secure a permit to campaign in the 
so-called guerrilla zones in Quezon were freed unharmed 
early yesterday [10 January] morning after 2 days in 
captivity. Ecuardo Rodriguez and Robert Racelis, 
UNIDO [United Nationalist Democratic Organization] 
official bets for Quezon governor and vice governor 
respectively, were released at 0500 in remote Barangay 
Liwayway, Mauban Town, the same place where five 
young NPA guerrillas seized them on Friday while they 
were Campaigning. Rodriguez and Racelis motored to 
the camps in Mauban and reported their release to 
Lagman [as heard]. Their release came before negotia- 
tions for their freedom could be started by the military. 
Following their capture, Lagman declared a unilateral 
cease-fire with the rebels in five towns in Quezon to 
ensure the safety of the two candidates. 


Danish Foreign Minister Begins Visit 
HK100826 Hong Kong AFP in English 0759 GMT 
10 Jan 88 


{Text} Manila, Jan 10 (AFP)}—Danish Foreign Minister 
Uffe Ellemann-Jensen arrived here from Burma Sunday 
for an overnight visit which is to include a meeting with 
President Corazon Aquino and other Philippine offi- 
cials. 


Mr. Ellemann-Jensen, accompanied by his wife Alice 
and four aides, is scheduled to call on Mrs. Aquino 
Monday to discuss Denmark’s 50 million-dollar conces- 
sional development loan to the Philippines this year. 


He told reporters he hoped his visit would be seen by 
Manila as a sign of “European solidarity.” 


He said the European Economic Community (EEC) had 
been following “with sympathy” Mrs. Aquino’s efforts to 
stabilize the government. 


Danish Embassy Minister Counselor and Charge d’Af- 
faires Gunnar Blaehr told reporters at the airport his 
country had extended a total of 40 million dollars in 
assistance to the Philippines in the form of soft loans 
since 1971. 


Meets With Aquino 
HK111211 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] President Aquino today announced she will not 
allow government funds to be used by administration 
candidates for the 18 January election. She made the 
announcement in two separate meetings with Danish 
Foreign Minister Uffe Ellemann-Jensen and Swedish 
Match Company officials. Here is Sel Baesa with more 
details: 
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[Begin recording] Although Mrs Aquino has assured her 
full support for the administration candidates, she has 
also emphasized that she will be the first president not to 
touch a single cent from the government’s treasury in 
order to assure the success of her candidates. According 
to Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno, the President has 
stated that the Philippines’ economic situation has 
greatly improved. He added that the President’s popu- 
larity has again increased due to the capture of Gringo 
Honasan and the successful holding of the ASEAN 
conference. [end recording] 


Aquino Rejects Charges of Rights Violations 
BK101300 Hong Kong AFP in English 1250 GMT 
10 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, January 10 (AFP)}—President Corazon 
Aquino, in a radio broadcast Sunday, rejected charges of 
human rights violations levelled at her 22-month gov- 
ernment in a radio broadcast Sunday. 


Mrs. Aquino said in a radio call-in programme that she 
was “not aware of the basis of the conclusion” reached 
by Philippine and Australian groups that her govern- 
ment violated human rights systematically. 


A so-called “International People’s Tribunal”—com- 
posed of Filipino civil rights leaders and a visiting 
Australian fact-finding team—said last month that the 
Aquino government was responsible for a number of 
killings, arbitrary searches and forced relocation of civil- 
ians in insurgency-torn areas. 


Mrs. Aquino said her government had a Human Rights 
Commission which promptly investigated and prose- 
cuted such cases. 


“I have fought and struggled to restore constitutional 
democracy to our country because I have always realized 
that democracy is the best protection of our human 
rights,” Mrs. Aquino told a caller during the pre-taped 
programme. 


MNLF Reportedly Lands Weapons Cache in South 
BK091326 Hong Kong AFP in English 1312 GMT 
9 Jan 88 


[Text] Zamboanga, Philippines, Jan 9 (AFP)}—Moslem 
separatists have landed a large cache of arms in the 
southern Philippines, the state-run PHILIPPINE 
INFORMATION AGENCY (PIA) said here. 


The separatist Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) 
took an undetermined number of Soviet- and Israeli- 
made rifles and ammunition from the Malaysian state of 
Sabah to the nearby Philippine provinces of Zamboanga 
del Norte and Cotobato on the southern island of Min- 
danao Wednesday, PIA said late Friday. 
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The military declined to confirm the report, vut said 
there was “a bustle of rebel activity” in two MNLF 
camps in nearby coastal towns. 


The military had earlier reported that the MNLF were 
planning a major offensive “in preparation” for the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) meeting in 
Jordan this March. 


The planned offensive is believed to be part of an MNLF 
attempt to gain full membership status in the 45-nation 
OIC, in which it currently enjoys observer status. 


Philippine and Malaysian security patrols foiled an 
attempt by the MNLF last Sunday to smuggle about |2 
million pesos (576,900 dollars) worth of arms from 
Malaysia to the Philippines. 


The MNLF waged a 14-year guerrilla campaign for a 
seperate Moslem state until a cease-fire was negotiated 
with the government in 1986 for negotiations on auton- 
omy. But talks in mid-1987 were inconclusive. 


Thailand 
Reportage on Lao Border Dispute, Fighting 


U.S. Asked To Convey Message 
BK080400 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 
1500 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] Thailand has called on Laos to cease military 
operations and immediately withdraw troops from Thai 
territory in an aide-memoire delivered in Vientiane on | 
July [as heard]. In the aide-memoire delivered by the 
Thai ambassador to Laos, His Excellency Niran Phanu- 
phong, the government repeated its call for Vientiane to 
reexamine the Thai peace proposal in consideration of 
the wish of the Laotian people to live peace and harmony 
with their Thai brothers. The government said Vien- 
tiane’s simultaneous occupation of Thai territory and 
proposal of key talks was unacceptable. It said the Thai 
side would be happy to hold such substantive talks with 
Laos but not for the sake of having such negotiations and 
allowing the further worsening of relationship between 
the two countries. 


Meanwhile, Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal Sitthi 
Sawetsila yesterday asked U.S. congressman [Chester] 
Atkins to convey to Laotian leaders that Thailand is 
sincere about holding bilateral talks to improve strained 
relationship. According to Mr Wit Rayananon, a Foreign 
Ministry deputy spokesman, Air Chief Marshal Sitthi 
made the call during his discussion with U.S. congress- 
man Atkins, a member of the House of Representatives 
Foreign Affairs Committee. Mr Atkins also serves on its 
subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs. 


Air Chief Marshal Sitthi also briefed Mr Atkins on the 
situation along the Thai-Lao border, especially the 
recent clashes in Phitsanulok Province, and the Thai 
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effort to improve the bilateral relations. [Bangkok THE 
NATION in English on 7 January on page 5 in a similar 
report adds: “Sitthi urged the U.S. to take more refugees 
from Thailand. Sitthi expressed concern about the 
increase of boat people and Laotian refugees,” Wit 
said.**} 


Mr Atkins is scheduled to visit Vientiane today to 
discuss with Laotian leaders the fate of Americans unac- 
counted for in Laos. 


Chemical Weapons Use Denied 
BK081156 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 
1030 GMT 8 Jan 88 


{Undated Foreign Ministry statement read by Sarot 
Chawanawirat, Information Department director gen- 
eral and Foreign Ministry spokesman—recorded] 


[Text] In connection with the Lao accusation that the 
Thai Army fired 155-mm howitzers with chemical war- 
heads on Hill 1428, and is planning new chemical 
weapons attacks on Laos, in contravention of interna- 
tional law and the UN resolution, and creating a threat 
to the safety of the Lao and Thai people and the 
environment of the area, the Foreign Ministry has the 
following explanation to give. 


Thailand is a member of the 1972 Convention on the 
Banning of Development, Production, and Stockpiling 
of Chemical and Bacteriological Weapons, and has 
strictly upheld its commitment to the convention. Thai- 
land, moreover, is a co-sponsor of the UN resolution on 
the drafting of a new convention on the banning of 
chemical weapons. On the basis of the convention men- 
tioned above, as everyone knows, the Thai Armed Forces 
have no chemical weapons whatsoever. The Lao accusa- 
tion that the Thai Army fired chemical weapons on hill 
1428 is therefore utterly groundless. 


Thailand demands that Laos stop such fabrications 
designed to slander Thailand. Such acts will only lay bare 
Lao ill intentions and bring more discredit on the entire 
Lao nation. Such acts are not conducive to efforts to 
improve relations between Thailand and Laos. 


Air Strikes Resumed 
BK080133 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
8 Jan 88 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Thai forces Wednesday resumed air strikes as part 
of an all-out attack to push Laotian intruders from a 
strategic hill in Phitsanulok, military sources said. 


The sources told THE NATION yesterday that eight F-5 
jets bombed Laotian positions on hill 1428 on Phu Soi 
Dao mountain near Chat Trakarn District. 


They said Thai gunners also pounded the area with 105 
and 155-mm artillery shells to back ground troops 
advancing to the hilltop. 
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But Radio Laos charged the attacks were made on the 
Lao side of the border. 


Thai and Laotian forces confronted each other from less 
than one kilometre on the disputed hill, the sources 
added. 


They said about 100 intruders have heavily fortified 
their post with tunnels and trenches, and have gained 
advantage from their higher position against the Thais. 


Thousands of Lao landmines and booby traps were a 
main obstacle to the Thai attempt to capture the hilltop, 
they said. 


The officers said Laotian troops were in a difficult 
Situation since the air strikes cut off most of their supply 
routes from Laos. 


The sources claimed that a Laotian field command, on 
Phu Wiang mountain about 10 kilometres from the 
border, has ordered its troops to withdraw from the area. 


They said the report was based on a Lao field radio 
exchange, intercepted by Thai troops. Laos last month 
filed a protest note to the UN, accusing Thailand of 
using aircraft to bomb the border area in Sayaboury h 
Province of Laos. 


Bangkok denied the accusation, saying that Thai planes 
bombed the Laotian position inside Thai territory. 


Senior Thai military officers had said earlier that Thai- 
land did not want to take drastic action against the 
Laotians since it considered Laos a fraternal nation. 


Maj Gen Narudon Detpradiyut, the army spokesman, 
said Laotian forces have suffered 22 killed and many 
wounded from the ongoing fighting. 


Narudon put the casualties on the Thai side at 15 killed 
and 255 wounded, 33 of them seriously. 


The Third Army Region continued ‘ish out the 
intruders from the last target area abo: n kilometres 
from RomKlao Village, or about on ...ometre from 


Heurng River, which marks the Thai-Lao border in the 
northern province, he said. 


So far the village, sheltering 619 Hmong hilltribe people, 
has not been affected by the border battle, which has 
raged for two months, added the spokesman. 


At parliament, Narudon yesterday briefed members of 
the House Committee on Military Affairs on the Thai- 
Lao border situation. 


Maj Thoetrit Bunyarit, the committee's spokesman, told 
reporters after the briefing that Vietnamese troops were 
assisting Laotian intruders against Thai forces. 
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He quoted Narudon as saying a series of Thai-Lao 
disputes in Phitsanulok began in May, when Laotian 
troops abducted Thai villagers in the area. 


The army next week will take the committee’s members 
and Bangkok-based reporters to observe the situation at 
the problematic border point. 


Narudon said the trip is aimed at allowing newsmen and 
the committee to obtain first-hand reports on the border 
dispute. 


Radio Laos charged that US-made F-5 jets of the Thai 
Air Force and Thai army artillery bombarded Laotian 
troops in Laos yesterday. 


“The ultrarightists reactionaries in the Thai ruling circles 
today sent F-5 jets to fly six sorties of shelling and 
bombing Lao territory,” said the Lroadcast. 


The Lao news agency KPL said Wednesday that the 
Thais fired 15 rounds of 105 and 155-mm artillery at 
Hills 1428 and 1370 in the disputed area. 


Later the Thais shelled three Lao villages and bom- 
barded them with “many barrages” of mortar rounds. 
the agency said. 


In Vientiane Tuesday, more than 20,000 residents held a 
mass rally at the Natiional Satadium to “denounce the 
ultrarightists for dispatching troops to nibble at Lao 
territory,” Radio Laos said. 


“The tense situation at the Thai-Lao border stems from 
the dark scheme of the Thais to gradually annex Lao 
territory until they occupy all of Laos,” it said. 


The two-month-old conflict over a 70-square-kilomeire 
area arose over the 1904 and 1907 Siam-Franco treaties 
in which the wording appears to differ from the border- 
line drawn on the attached maps. 


Thai officials base their claim on three independently 
produced maps, which all indicate the disputed area is 
within Thailand. 


The oldest is a French map made while Laos was still a 
colony, the second was produced by US army engineers 
during the Vietnam War, and the third is a 1987 Soviet- 
produced map use: by Laos itself. 


Laotian Ambassador to Thailand Kamphan Simmala- 
vong has said Vientiane has evidence, including a map 
attached to the 1907 Siam-Franco treaty, showing the 
area is in Laos. 


But Kamphan said Laos will disclose its evidence only at 
the third round of talks to seek solutions to the two 
countries’ mutu2. problems. 
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‘Heavy Fighting’ Reported 
BK 110039 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
11] Jan 88 p 1 


[Text] Heavy fighting for control of a strategic hill on the 
Thai-Laotian border in Phitsanulok has been going on 
with casualties reported on both sides, military sources 
in the border province said yesterday. 


The sources said the fighting erupted after Thai Govern- 
ment forces launched its second attack on the Laotian 
intruders on Dec 6. 


Fighting was reported in areas around Hill 1428 near 
Chat Trakan District where the Laotians are entrenched. 


The sources said the attack involved air strikes and 
art.llery bombardments. 


“The fighting since then has been continuing day and 
night,” one of the sources said but did not give details. 


He said the Laotians suffered “heavy casualties” but 
again gave no figures. 


The Thai force, he said, suffered “some casualties.” 


The air strikes, according to the Thai Army, had cut off 
most of the supply routes used by the Laotians, putting 
the Laotian force “in a difficult situation.” 


Maj Gen Narudon Detpradiyut, the army spokesman, 
said late last week that 15 Thai soldiers were killed and 
255 wounded in the months-long battle while 22 Lao- 
tians died. 


Meanwhile, a Laotian radio broadcast monitored in Loei 
yesterday said about 300 Laotian students in Vientiane 
had vowed to “put down their pens and pick up arms 
instead to fight Thai soldiers.” 


Sitthi Briefs Press 
BK110646 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 11 Jan 87 


[Text] Speaking to journalists this morning about a third 
round of talks with Laos to improve Thai-Lao relations, 
Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila said 
Thailand’s latest aide-memoire to Laos informed Laos 
once again that Ban Romklao in Chat Trakan District, 
Phitsanulok Province—the site of the current dispute 
with Laos—is in Thai territory. He said that Laos has 
rejected any negotiations with Thailand if Thai troops 
are not pulled out from the area first, claiming that the 
area where Thai troops are stationed belongs to Laos. 
For this reason, no conclusion is possible at this time. 
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In any event, the foreign minister gave assurances that 
the area where Thai troops are stationed is in Thai 
territory, about 2 km from the border. He said fighting 
still continues in the area because the Lao side often fires 
into the area. 


Lao Rejects Withdrawal Request 
BK110146 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 
0000 GMT 11 Jan 8&8 


[Text] Laos has rejected Thailand’s request for a troop 
withdrawal from the disputed area on the Thai-Lao 
border in the north. The rejection of Thailand’s peace 
overture was contained in a letter recently submitted to 
the Thai ambassador to Vientiane, Niran Phanuphong. 
The letter was in response to a note from the Thai 
Foreign Ministry delivered earlier to the Lao Foreign 
Ministry calling for Vientiane to cease military opera- 
tions and withdraw its troops from Thai territory. 


The Lao response said Lao troops would cease activities 
at the border after Thai forces were withdrawn from Ban 
Romklao, a border village in Chat Trakan district of 
Phitsanulok, containing a number of strategic hills. 
Ambassador Niran said he felt Laos had not softened its 
stand at all, nor had it seriously considered Thailand's 
latest peace overture. 


Lao Artillery Bases Set Up 
BK110725 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 
11 Jan 87 p 3 


[Text] According to a 10 January report from Loei 
Province, Thai and Lao forces clashed and exchanged 
artillery fire during the past 2 days near the site of the 
dispute at Ban Romklao, Chat Trakan District, Phitsa- 
nulok Province. 


In nearby areas, Lao soldiers set up two new 130-mm 
artillery bases in Lao territory opposite Ban Na Kha, 
Dan Sai District, Loei uprovince. Vietnamese soldiers 
have served as advisers to Lao soldiers in the area. 


The report says Laos tried to boost the morale of its 
soldiers by arranging a demonstration of about 800 Lao 
citizens in San Kham District, Vientiane Province, 
charging that Thailand violated Lao sovereignty. 


The report also said that at 1000 on 10 January, Loei 
Governor Chiwin Sutthisuwan inspected the Lao border 
at the Huang River and saw eight Lao soldiers observing 
his trip from the other side of the river: there were no 
hostile activities by the Lao soldiers. 


U.S. Warned Over Pressure on Copyright Issue 
BK090646 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 
1500 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] Thailand has told the United States it will do its 
best to solve the intellectual property rights problem but 
warned that drastic U.S. action could trigger a domestic 
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reaction detrimental to a mutually satisfactory solution. 
Thai Ambassador to the U.S. Asa Sarasin conveyed the 
message to Secretary of State George Shultz on Wednes- 
day when he delivered a letter from Prime Minister 
Prem Tinsulanon to President Ronald Reagan. The 
Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia, Gaston Sigur, 
and the Director of the Thai Desk at the State Depart- 
ment, Victor Tomseth, were also present at the meeting. 


During their 20-minute meeting, Mr Asa urged the State 
Department to work closely with other U.S. agencies to 
make them understand the degree of sensitivity of the 
issue in Thailand. 


The ambassador also raised the issue of the U.S. decreas- 
ing the acreage of rice production and called for a 
maintenance of the 35 percent reduction level. Plummet- 
ing world prices could hurt Thai as well as American 
farmers, Mr Asa said. 


Mr Shultz said the U.S. had no intention to hurt Thai 
farmers and would try to work against any decrease in 
the level of acreage reduction. The issue of acreage 
reduction is now pending in the Department of Agricul- 
ture awaiting a decision by Secretary of Agriculture 
Richard Lyng, who is expected to visit Thailand next 
month. A decision, expected before Christmas but 
delayed due to intense lobbying by the U.S. Rice Millers 
Association, 1s expected this month. 


In his letter, General Prem thanked President Reagan for 
bringing up the Kampuchean issue during his talks with 
Soviet Leader Mikhail Gorbachev during the Washing- 
ton summit. It also said ASEAN reiterated the call for 
withdrawal of Vietnamese forces and for the indepen- 
dence and a neutral Kampuchea. 


In his letter, General Prem emphasized that Moscow, 
because of its support of Vietnam, could influence Hanoi 
to withdraw from Kampuchea. 


Vietnam 


Foreign Ministry Spokesman Reviews 1987 
BK081652 Hanoi VNA in English 1457 GMT 
8 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA January 8—In 1987, Vietnam con- 
centrated its foreign affairs on the consolidation of the 
relations with the Soviet Union, Laos, Kampuchea and 
others in the socialist community, and other fraternal 
countries, and at the same time on the search for a 
satisfactory solution to the Kampuchean issue as well as 
to the issue of peace and stability in Southeast Asia, said 
Trinh Xuan Lang, spokesman for the Foreign Ministry, 
at a press conference here yesterday. 


Trinh Xuan Lang, who is also head of the Foreign 
Ministry's Information Department, noted that 1987 
brought the relations between the three Indochinese 
countries to a new period of development. The regular 
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meetings between leaders of these countries affirmed 
their unanimity of views in seeking a political solution to 
the Kampuchean issue and to peace and stability in 
Southeast Asia. 


The spirit of renovation of the Sixth Congress of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam and the 27th Congress of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union created 
favourable conditions for strengthening and consolidat- 
ing the relations between Vietnam and the Soviet Union, 
and brought about an unprecedented unanimity of views 
on renovation, restructuration and international rela- 
tions, as well as on the need of renovating their cooper- 
ative relations in from of aid and assistance to that of 
joint venture. 


On relations with other countries, Trinh Xuan Lang said: 
Vietnam attached importance to the role of India in the 
region. The cooperation between Vietnam and India in 
various fields, particularly economy, achieved new steps 
of development. We fully supported the policy of 
national reconciliation of the Republic of Afghanistan. A 
member of the Non-Aligned Movement, Vietnam 
actively supported the movement for national liberation 
and the struggle of the people of Palestine, Namibia and 
other frontline countries in Africa. We took the initiative 
in creating the atmosphere of peaceful co-existence in 
Indochina and Southeast Asia, ushering in a dialogue to 
solve the issue of peace and stability in Southeast Asia, 
helping remove the impass in the Kampuchea issue. 


Concerning China, Trinh Xuan Lang continued, we have 
always expressed our goodwill and readiness to normal- 
ize our relations with China, restore the long-standing 
friendship between the two countries, and solve all 
differences by negotiation. 


As regards the United Staivs. we have always looked 
forward to opening a new page i our relations. We think 
that with efforts and goodwi!l from both sides, the 
relations between the two countries will be improved 


step by step. 


USSR Politburo Briefed on Chebrikov's Visit 
BK081702 Hanoi VNA in English 1503 GMT 
6 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 8—The Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union stressed the need to continue consolidating 
the friendship and cooperation between the Soviet 
Union and Vietnam and Laos, between the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union and the Communist Party of 
Vietnam and the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party. 


This was affirmed at a regular session of the Politburo of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union in Moscow on Jan. 7. The session heard 
reports on the results of the Vietnam and Laos visits by 
General V.M. Chebrikov, chairman of the State Security 
Committee of the Soviet Union, and on his talks with 
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Nguyen Van Linh, general secretary of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee, and Kaysone 
Phomvihan, general secretary of the Lao People’s Revo- 
lutionary Party Central Committee and chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, and other senior Vietnamese and 
Lao officials. 


Article Looks Back at U.S. Bombing Raid 


Report on Intelligence Gathered 
BK010929 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
14 Dec 87 p 3 


[First installment of “introductory part” of memoirs by 
Major General Tran Nhan, former deputy commander 
of the air defense force defending the capital and cur- 
rently commander of the VPA’s Air Defense Corps: 
“The Aerial Dien Bien Phu’’] 


[Text] At 0500 on 18 December 1972, our General 
Staffs information gathering network intercepted a 
query sent by the carrier ““America:” “Where will heli- 
copters be sent on rescue mission today?” This piece of 
information was urgently relayed to all units. 


At noon on 18 December, the General Staff again 
relayed other bits of information, including the follow- 
ing: “While flying over Hanoi, an RF-4C reported to 
base that weather conditions around Hanoi permit oper- 
ations.” 


At the headquarters of the Air Defense Corps, Air 
Defense Division, and subordinate regiments and battal- 
ions, all the comrade commanders found on the maps a 
curious phenomenon: Enemy activities in the air 
reduced abruptly. All over Indochina, only two squad- 
rons of B-52’s were reported to have carried out bombing 
missions along Route 12, west of the Truong Son. 


All of these commanders shared the same thought: This 
state of calmness could be the signal of a violent storm. 


At the Air Defense-Air Force Command post, Comrade 
Commander Le Van Tri noted: “Enemy activities have 
reduced sharply today, and this is an abnormal phenom- 
enon. According to the information we have gathered 
and the notices received from the higher echelons, the 
enemy would launch a major attack on Hanoi tonight. 
We must take precautions against possible attacks by 
B-52’s right from nightfall.” 


The standing body of the corps’ party committee unan- 
imously agreed with this judgment. 


By order of the General Staff, since 17 December 1972. 
the Air Defense Corps and Air Force were put on the 
highest state of combat readiness. Faced with new devel- 
opments in the situation, the important issue at this 
moment was inspection and supervision work. 


51 
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On the afternoon of 18 December, the atmosphere at the 
headquarters of the Air Defense Command in Hanoi had 
become unusually solemn. After a long wait filled with 
tension, the telephone that linked to the higher com- 
mand headquarters suddenly rang. As division Chief of 
Staff Nguyen Dinh Son answered the phone, there came 
from the other end of the line the firm voice of corps 
Deputy Commander Nguyen Quang Bich: “There ts a 
possibility that the enemy will launch a surprise attack 
on Hanoi tonight and that the attack will include the use 
of B-52 strategic aircraft. Faced with this seriously 
urgent situation, we must urge troops to make prepara- 
tions more carefully in all aspects while working out 
consistent plans for the supply of missiles to units 
responsible for firepower. We must also ensure that 
signal and liaison activities are smooth and that weapons 
and war materials are available in the highest state of 
combat readiness. 


The standing body of the division’s party committee 
then held a special session with the participation of the 
comrade chief of staff and deputy chief of staff of the 
division and heads of the combat operation, missile, and 
reconnaissance sections. The participants devoted much 
time to discussing and further seeking an identity of 
views on the assessment of the enemy situation as well as 
to predicting the direction of intrusion of B-52’s and 
possible adverse circumstances and countermeasures. In 
fact, all these issues had been discussed over and over 
again by us earlier and had been specified in the combat 
plans of the division and its subordinate regiments and 
battalions and rehearsed at all the three levels. However, 
on the afternoon of 18 December 1972, before predicting 
that “the B-52’s would attack Hanoi tonight,” we felt 
that these issues suddenly become many times more 
important. Although we saw the map of Hanoi hanging 
at our headquarters almost everyday, on the afternoon of 
18 December this map suddenly appeared before us with 
an expression of sacredness and unusualness as we 
realized that it is in Hanoi where Uncle Ho rests in 
peace; the historic Declaration of Independence is kept; 
the Ba Dinh Square, the Hoan Kiem Lake, and the 36 
wards are located; and the traditions of Thang Long and 
Dong Ho are maintained. Tonight, all of these would be 
drowned under the enemy’s blanket bombing of B-52’s. 
Never before had the members of our Air Defense Force 
defending Hanoi realized that their responsibility was as 
heavy as at this moment. And all of a sudden, all of us 
had the same thought: We must act and act most urgently 
to deal in due manner with the enemy as soon as he 
enters the vicinity of Hanoi. 


Following the meeting, three combat readiness inspec- 
tion teams led by Comrades Deputy Commander Le 
Huy Vinh, Dep Commander Tran Xanh and Deputy 
Chief of Staff Do Phuc immediately left for the various 
units. 


At 1400 in the afternoon of 18 December 1972, all 
missiles and antiaircraft artillery regiments and the var- 
ious Organs and units belonging to the Air Defense 
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Division guarding Hanoi reported to the command 
headquarters: “All is ready.” 


Recently, some comrades posed the following question: 
“Were we caught by surprise during the |2-day-and- 
night air blitz in late 1972?” This question is both 
appropriate and interesting. It is appropriate because it 
reflects our party’s concept of looking squarely at the 
truth as well as our desire to clarify a major historical 
event that took place 15 years ago so as to draw useful 
lessons for today. This question is interesting because it 


raises a series of diverse issues relating to the art of 
conducting air defense campaigns—notably the issues of 


correctly assessing the enemy and gaining the initiative, 
the issue of deploying forces for battle and readjusting 
the battle array during the course of the campaign.... 
However, I would like to defer these issues to you for 
discussion at scientific seminars. In my capacity as a 
grass-roots commanding cadre participating in that cam- 
paign, I can only affirm one thing: “There was totally no 
suprise for the Air Force-Air Defense Corps, including 
the Hanoi Air Defense Force and particularly the missile 
force defending the capital. All these comrades directly 
participating in that “aerial Dien Bien Phu battle share 
the same impression that they anxiously waited through- 
out the day of 18 December 1972 for the enemy to show 
up. So when night came, everyone entered the battle fully 
prepared. 


It was the enemy, not we, who were caught by surprise. 


At the Pentagon, the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
Strategic Air Command did their best to keep this 
criminal bombing campaign a secret to the last minute. 
Even after noon on 18 December 1972, when the bandit 
pilots in Guam were given at the mission to start the blitz 
that night, the B-52 bandit pilots at U-Taphao (Thai- 
land) still remained totally unaware; and they were only 
summoned to the “conference room” in the afternoon to 
receive their orders. 


At the Hoa Lo Prison in Hanoi the very next day, 19 
December, Captain (Henry Charles Barrow), the B-52D 
pilot who had been captured on the night of 18 Decem- 
ber 1972, told journalist Thanh Tin about the “pre- 
battle” scene which was full of apprehension on that day: 


“A very large number of us were summoned for the 
mission. Yes, never before during the entire war had so 
many of our pilots participated in a single flying mission. 
Thtre were some 40 flight crews of 6 persons each, 
totaling almost 250 in all. We were ordered to report to 
the conference room in full! flight gear and left for the 
mission immediately after the meeting. without return- 
ing to our rooms.” 


(Henry Charles Barrow) recounted in details the mission 
assignment meeting: “There was a large map on the wall. 
Set up on a raised platform to the right was a wooden 
table on which rested an amplifier. Seated in the middle 
of the front row was I-star General (Sullivan), 48. 
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commander of the U-Taphao Air Base. With brown hair 
and heavily built, he was sl.orter than I am and was said 
to weigh over 180 pounds (one pound equals almost half 
a kilogram). To his left sat Colonel (David), commander 
of the 307th Detachment; and farther left were 3-4 other 
staff colonels. The faces of (Sullivan) and (David) looked 
very serious. The staff officers took turns outlining the 
mission, plans for taking off, and flight paths. A colonel 
spoke particularly about things that should be watched 
for during night-time flying sorties. A lieutenant colone! 
reported on tise weather conditions of those areas we 
would overfly. Another lieutenant colonel pinpointed 
the threatened areas. They spoke for much too long, so 
long that we felt impatient. We thought how could 
anyone remember anything after being crammed with so 
many details now that only about 20 minutes remained 
before take-off time. 


Finally, (Sullivan) stood up and said very briefly. | could 
not remember every word of his statement. It was 
something like this: It is a very special and very impor- 
tant mission. Direct order from President Nixon. Gen- 
eral (Voight), commander of the 7th Wing and deputy 
commander of MACVI [Military Assistance Command 
Vietnam] Saigon, stressed the need to carry it out suc- 
cessfully. As a last instruction, he said: “You'd better be 
careful; there is nothing to worry about, anyway. We will 
operate at night time. Good escort. Everyone will come 
back. That’s for sure. Let’s hope that everyone will come 
back.’ The conference room was wrapped in silence. His 
words did not make anyone feel one little bit more 
secure. 


The sending-off ceremony at Anderson Base on Guam 
Island was presided over by three-star General (Giron 
Johnson). The bandit pilots were assured by their com- 
manders: “There is nothing to worry about. Just follow 
the tail of the plane in front on your way there and back, 
and you all will come back.” 


At exactly 12 noon, the bandit pilots swarmed over the 
air strip like a multitude of ants. They wearily climbed 
up many bomb-loaded “flying fortresses’ and would 
have to stay there for hours, reading novels or comics 
and eating sandwiches or taking a nap at their conve- 
nience while flying to North Vietnam. They would 
follow a predetermined flight path to reach their desti- 
nation. Upon arrival, the radar operator would make a 
few more calculations on wind velocity and then push a 
red button just as lightly as he would when releasing the 
catch of a ball-point pen. Then, the bomb compartment 
would open up and hundreds of bombs would fall out at 
a 3 or 10-second rate according to the nature of the 
targets. They hoped that a 30,000-foot flying altitude, 
darkness, and bad weather conditions would make MiG 
aircraft unable to do anything against them. Besides, 
they would let F-4’s conduct tactical or intercept maneu- 
vers and F-105F’s and F-105D’s release chaffs and 
control the situation... Tonight, they would be escorted 
by a large number of tactical aircraft. They would not 
have to be on their own even at a 10-kilometer flying 
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altitude and in the middle of the night. North Vietnam's 
airspace would be under their complete control. The 
overall strength of the U.S. Air Force in Southeast Asia, 
which comprised various air force units and different 
kinds of aircraft, would be committed to this initial 
contest of strength. 


Radar Companies Actions Recounted 
BK011455 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
15 Dec 87 p 3 


[Second installment of “introductory part” of memoirs 
by Major General Tran Nhan, former deputy com- 
mander of the air defense force defending the capital and 
currently commander of the VPA’s Air Defense Corps: 
“The Aerial Dien Bien Phu’’] 


[Text] On the night of 18 December 1972, it was 
chillingly cold, and a slight drizzle was falling. As early as 
dusk, the air defense units of Hanoi had been informed 
of the enemy movement. 


Between 1910 and 1915, the 16th and 45th Radar 
Companies strategically stationed in Nghe An accurately 
detected many flights of B-52’s flying north along the 
Mekong River. Enemy aircraft had on previous occa- 
sions flown along this course and invariably turned off 
before reaching Position 300 to attack the Plain of Jars, 
Xieng Khouang, Thanh Hoa, and Nghe An. Today, 
however, they continued flying due north after passing 
Position 300. “It is possible that they will attack Hanoi.” 
This thought suddenly occurred in the minds of “the 
soldiers guarding the skies.”’ Over the previous few days, 
the situation had become tense, and they had been well 
informed of the enemy’s schemes. Attacks on Hanoi by 
B-52’s had been expected by the higher echelons. The 
thought they arrived at today resulted from a combina- 
tion of the political sensitivity of soldiers having a high 
degree of awareness and their firm technical and tactical 
knowledge. 


While continuing to monitor, analyze, and clearly grasp 
their heavy responsibility toward the fatherland at this 
crucial moment, all the members of the 45th Company’s 
combat element—comprising company Commander 
Dinh Huu Thuan, Political Commissar Do Trong Hien, 
station chief Nghiem Dinh Tich, and radar trackers 
Pham Hoang Cau and Nguyen Van Xich—reached an 
agreement to report their observation to the higher 
echelons: B-52’s are flying on a course set for Hanoi. The 
report transmitted by the company immediately trig- 
gered alarm at command headquarters at various levels; 
subsequently, it was sent directly to the Central Com- 
mand Headquarters. Fully trusting in the lower echelons, 
the General Staff decided to raise the B-52 alert through- 
out the north. 
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B-52’s are flying on a course set for Hanoi. This report 
was quite brief and simple. Nevertheless, on the night of 
18 December 1972, it was of special importance. The 
time then was 1915; and exactly 25 minutes later, Hanoi 
opened fire, starting off the historic “aerial Dien Bien 
Phu” battle. 


In warfare, especially in modern air defense combat, 
every second and minute gained against the enemy is 
another guarantee for ensuring victory or for reducing 
losses and even averting failure. It is perhaps necessary 
for us to recall a historical event over 40 years ago to 
realize even more clearly the value of the information 
sent by soldiers of the 45th Radar Company to Hanoi at 
1915 on 18 December 1972. On 6 June 1945, Japan’s 
radar network failed to detect the U.S. B-29 flying 
fortress carrying an atomic bomb for its criminal mission 
against Hiroshima. At the same moment when the city’s 
alarm sirens went off, the atomic bomb, which had been 
dropped by parachute, exploded some 800 meters above 
the ground. Due to untimely warning, the Air Defense 
Force could not open fire, nor could the people evacuate, 
resulting in a tragic disaster: Some 240,000 innocent 
Japanese were killed, and the city was completely 
destroyed. Having overcome untold difficulties and 
hardship, our “soldiers guarding the skies” outstand- 
ingly fulfilled their duty toward the fatherland at that 
crucial moment on the night of 18 December 1972 in 
strict conformity to the motto: “The fatherland must not 
be taken by surprise.” 


While the soldiers manning the missiles of the 82d and 
84th Battalions and the 238th Regiment are known as 
the first scorers of the “victory over B-52’s,” members of 
the 45th Company, 29Ist Radar Regiment, are those 
who raised the curtain for the “aerial Dien Bien Phu” 
battle which brought to a climatic finale our Vietnamese 
nation’s “victory over B-52’s.”. During his visit to the 
radar control center on 22 December where he was told 
that information about the coming of the B-52’s on the 
night of 18 December had been provided to Hanoi 25 
minutes in advance, Comrade Premier Pham Van Dong 
movingly said: ““Thank you, comrades.” The party and 
state indeed appreciate the work of the heroic radar 
force. 


Before the B-52’s came, many flights of fighter aircraft 
had been sent to prepare the way, especially the very 
formidable low-flying F-111A’s. Anti-aircraft artillery 
units of the 361st Division and the Hanoi self-defense 
forces opened fire fiercely. 


At 1940, the first strings of bombs dropped by B-52’s fell 
on the Hoa Lac and Noi Bai Airfields, and then on Dong 
Anh and the Kep Airfield. During their first encounter 
with the B-52’s, Hanoi missile units quickly realized that 
they were in a very complicated situation. The first few 
minutes of the battle were particularly tense. The Air 
Defense Headquarters repeatedly asked the Air Defense 
Division Command: “Have any battalions opened fire 
yet?” Meanwhile, the air defense regiment headquarters 
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asked the air defense battalion command: “Have you 
seen the B-52’s yet?” Not yet! No battalions have opened 
fire yet. Even jamming signals released by the B-52’s 
have not been seen yet. Some questions showed a lack of 
calm: “Why haven't they opened fire yet? The B-52’s 
have already come and dropped bombs.” The radar 
screens of all nine missile battalions in charge of Hanoi 
defense were completely blank. The enemy’s overall 
jamming system was causing difficulties for our combat- 
ants. It was not by chance that Nixon and his cohort 
bragged they had enough means to blindfold North 
Vietnam’s SAM-2 missile launching pads. Surely, at this 
moment, Nixon was happily waiting for news of victory 
at his weekend vacation site on the other side of the 
ocean. 


Right from the outset of the battle, from his office, 
Comrade Commander in Chief Vo Nguyen Giap 
instructed the General Staff to report on the situation 
every 5 minutes. He paid special attention to what was 
going On in underground radar control bunkers where 
the fighting, although silent, was of a fierce nature. The 
outcome of the battle now depended on the intelligence, 
bravery, and good eyes and hands of various combat 
units sitting in front of radar screens. 


So far, we have mentioned plans for September and 
November, and the determination for early December. 
We have also mentioned orders and directives given by 
various echelons. Nevertheless, everything would be 
meaningless if missiles were not launched from the 
battlegrounds and then continued to be guided toward 
targets, the B-52’s, and when it came to handling this 
task no one could replace those combatants sitting in 
front of radar screens. They were indeed the true heroes 
and heroines of the battle. This is further proof of the 
eloquence of Lenin’s famous statement: “In the final 
analysis, war victories depend entirely on the bravery 
and sacrifices of troops on the battlefields.” 


While string after string of bombs dropped from the 
B-52’s were exploding at Hoa Lac, Noi Bai, Dong 
Anh,...and were shaking even downtown Hanoi, com- 
manders at the General Staff and the air defense head- 
quarters, air defense division headquarters. and regi- 
ment command posts impatiently waited for ne »'s from 
the various battlegrounds. It was a cold and rainy winter 
night. All nine missile launching sites, which were far 
from enough for the defense of Hanoi, turned on their 
truck engines noisily. Radar trackers were sitting silently 
in front of their radar screens and looked extremely 
tense. Never before had they felt so incapable as tonight. 
A big burden was weighing them down. The explosions 
of bombs dropped by the B-52’s were continuously 
reverberating in their trucks. The missiles were already 
in place but they could not launch them. Then, words of 
strong encouragement came loud and clear: “The cruel 
and barbarous U.S. imperialists are sending their B-52’s 
to annihilate Hanoi capital, the fatherland’s heart. The 
fatherland is waiting for the feats-of-arms of radar com- 
batants!” 
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The 78th Battalion’s combat team—which was made up 
of control officer Nguyen Van Luyen, range tracker Dinh 
Trong Duc, obtuse angle tracker Nguyen Van Hien, and 
position tracker Tran Dinh Ap—was now struggling 
frantically with the various types of signals just as other 
friendly battalions were doing. Although enemy fighter 
aircraft of different types were making screeching passes 
overhead in search of missile launching sites and pouring 
down suppression fire to ensure safety for the B-52’s, 
Commander of the 78th Battalion Nguyen Chap decided 
to activate radar equipment. All the combat team mem- 
bers supported this decision even though they knew that 
once their radar signals were sent up, they would become 
the target of enemy rockets any minute. They, neverthe- 
less, thought not of losing their lives but only about the 
fatherland, Hanoi, and Uncle Ho’s teachings. There 
existed in their hearts now only the vow: “The American 
bandits’ B-52’s must be vanquished.” But even after the 
radar signals had been sent up, B-52 signals did not 
become any clearer; they kept fading in and out faintly 
among the dense mass of decoy signals like all-powerful, 
cunning devils. Though it was winter, the radar trackers 
were drenched with sweat on their brows. Filled with 
anger and hatred, they had to resort to three-spot approx- 
imation, a tracking method that is used when the target 
cannot be clearly spotted on the radar screen. This 
situation had been covered in the combat plan, and the 
radar trackers had been carefully trained to cope with it. 
Nevertheless, the most important thing was that the 78th 
Battalion could distinguish B-52 signals from among 
other types of signals. This first step was a major success; 
and the battalion decided to launch its missiles. These 
were the first missiles sent up by Hanoi toward the 
enemy’s B-52’s. Nguyen Dien, commander of the 257th 
Regiment, reported to division Commander Tran Quang 
Hung: 


—The 78th Battalion fired two missiles at the flight of 
B-52’s at Position 566. 


The time then was 1944 on 18 December 1972. 


This was also a historic moment. Sighs of relief could be 
heard at command headquarters at all levels. Though 
there was no accompanying report saying that enemy 
aircraft had gone down or set ablaze, the missiles fired by 
the 78th Battalion were held in high appreciation by 
commanders at all echelons. First, this was a beginning; 
and every beginning has its own significance. Second, the 
news that the 78th Battalion had been able to identify 
B-52 signals and fired their missiles at a flight of B-52’s 
spread rapidly, infusing great confidence in the various 
battalions and further strengthening their determination 
to shoot down B-52’s over Hanoi. And third, the missiles 
sent up by the 78th Battalion were a necessary warning 
for the enemy. It can be said that they were our first reply 
to the insolent memorandum of Nixon who had hoped to 
force our surrender. The first missiles that were launched 
by the 78th Battalion at 1944 in the evening of 18 
December 1972 heralded that the victory of the cam- 
paign would surely be ours. 
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Fate of U.S. Pilots Reported 
BK021445 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
16 Dec 87 p 3 


{Third installment of “introductory part” of memoirs by 
Major General Tran Nhan, formerly commander of the 
air defense force defending the capital and currently 
commander of the VPA’s Air Defense Corps: “The 
Aerial Dien Bien Phu”’} 


[Text] The launching of “Thang Long’s fire dragons” in 
concert with the firepower unleashed by the 22Ist, 
260th, 220th, 212th, and other antiaircraft artillery reg- 
iments of the 36Ist Division and with the low-level 
gunfire of various calibers opened up by the Hanoi 
Militia and Self-Defense Forces gave the fight a majestic 
splendid characteristic of a great, historically unprece- 
dented ground-to-air people’s war. In particular, contrib- 
uting in an extremely stalwart manner to the combined 
air defense firepower of Hanoi’s three armed branches to 
counter the U.S. bandit’s B-52°s were four 100-mm 
artillery companies. Right on the first night, young 
workers of both sexes from Hanoi manning the gun 
emplacements situated at Phuc Loi, Xuan Dinh, Mai 
Dong, and Thuong Dinh kept sending up steady barrages 
of shells that exp! i ? a\ an altitude of 9-10 km; and this 
had the effect of stre..’ | aing the Hanoi people’s con- 
fidence at the start of the battle. 


More than ever before, those days and nights of fierce 
and heroic national trials further testified to the truism: 
The people are those who make history and gain all 
victories and glory. 


Following the opening salvo of the 78th Battalion, the 
various missile launching pads of the Hanoi Air Defense 
Force belched fire thunderously. Captain (Robert 
Wolfe), a B-52 pilot who survived the night of 18 
December 1972, aptly described this as “a formidable 
welcome by ground-to-air missiles” in recalling his 
frightening experience. He wrote: “As the first B-52’s 
entered the small airspace over Hanoi, ground-to-air 
missiles soared up like fireworks toward our planes. 
Since our arrival at the target area, my friend the 
bombardier had counted 32 SAM missiles aiming for or 
passing close by our plane. We lost communications with 
the second plane of our flight, but no one had the time to 
find out what had happened to it.” 


(Robert Wolfe) and his fellow raiders flew in from the 
northwest; and they were “welcomed” by none other 
than the combatants of the 26Ist Missile Regiment 
manning the missile launching pads situated on the left 
bank of the Red River. 


Only 2 days before, on 16 December 1972, the 26lst 
Regiment had received an official order postponing its 
departure for “B” [South Vietnam]. Therefore, when the 
battle took place, many cadres and soldiers who had 
been granted furlough were not present, among them 
Tran Minh Thang. commander of the 94th Battalion. In 
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spite of this, combatants of the heroic 261st Regiment 
joined the battle with calmness and self-confidence. The 
various combat teams clearly displayed their marvelous 
fighting prowess as well as their bravery and a high level 
of tactical and technical proficiency. Some radar track- 
ers, when assuming duty as control officers, were able to 
fulfill their tasks in an Outstanding manner thanks to 
basic preparations that had been made well in advance. 
It was not until the afternoon of 18 December that a car 
was dispatched by the 261st Regiment to take Tran Huu 
Tao, its commander, back from his furlough to the unit. 
Later on, Tran Huu Tao sometimes joked: 


—]I almost missed that historic battle. 


As soon as he put down his knapsack, Tran Huu Tao 
immediately took command. From the very first min- 
utes, he felt totally calm, trusting in his capable staff 
cadres who had undergone rigorous training and passed 
through trials—such as Lam Chue, Tran Cong Tien.... 


The battle positions manned by the 57th, 59th, 93d, and 
94th Battalions formed an arc north and northeast of 
Hanot. In particular, the missile launching pads of the 
59th Battalion were set up at a mythically rich historical 
site—Co Loa, the place where dreaded brass arrows had 
been fired in olden days at the invaders from the north. 
On his own battleground, Battalion Commander Nguyen 
Thang had often told his men: “Our nation is rich in 
heroic traditions. Since the party has entrusted us with 
modern weapons, we have no right to make our forefa- 
thers fee! ashamed of us.” 


And from this battleground, combatants of the 59th 
Battalion, 261st Missile Regiment of the Hanoi Air 
Defense Force, recorded a historic feat-of-arms: At 2013 
on 18 December 1972, they nailed on the spot the first 
B-52 in the “aerial Dien Bien Phu” battle. This was the 
first B-52 shot down in Vietnam and naturally, also in 
the world. History really favored Hanoi when Co Loa 
was chosen as the launching site for “dragons” of the Ho 
Chi Minh era to soar into the Thang Long skies and bring 
down the monsters of the 20th century by their necks, 
signaling the start of a glorious exploit comparable to 
those recorded at Bach Dang, Chi Lang, and Dong Da. 
(Because of this feat-of-arms, the 261st Missile Regiment 
is known as the Missile Group of Loa Fortress). It is 
certain that in the future, unless we will have already 
done so, our children will build a “monument of victory 
over B-52°s” over there. 


The Chuom field of Phu Lo village, Dong Anh District in 
the suburbs of Hanoi where a B-52G aircraft from the 
other side of the ocean was downed, should probably be 
preserved in some way for posterity to commemorate 
annually the “Dien Bien Phu aerial battle” and to revere 
a great national armed exploit just like our people 
commemorate the “Dong Da battle” every year. 
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The wonder was that the B-52 crash site was only 3 kms 
from the emplacement of the firing launchpad at the foot 
of Co Loa citadel. In the 8 years of struggle against the 
destructive war, we could hardly find such a victory of 
adequate and absolute “on-the-spot” significance, espe- 
cially with respect to such an aircraft as the B-52, with a 
flying altitude of more than 10 kms. Could it be that the 
cadres and combatants of 59th Battalion had wanted to 
create something convenient for visitors later on. After 
coming to the former battlefield where a “memorial 
monument of victory over the B-52’s” was built, visitors 
have to drive for a few minutes or walk for a dozen 
minutes to reach the B-52G crash site. Such a distance 
has enhanced the already extremely great victory many 
times. 


When the monument is built, I think the names and ages 
of those who were directly involved in this victory 
should be engraved on the epitaph. They were battalion 
commander Nguyen Thang, fire control officer Duong 
Van Thuan, range tracker Ngo Van Tu, elevation tracker 
Le Xuan Linh, and direction tracker Nguyen Van Do. 
Like millions of other beloved children of the nation who 
set out to the battlefield during the years of struggle 
against the United States for national salvation, these 
combatants never thought of the decorations and hero 
titles which they could have received nor did they think 
of having their names engraved on an epitaph. After this 
armed exploit, they should have been recognized for 
their meritorious contributions to such a great victory 
and for their marvellous courage and intelligence. 


I therefore would like to stop here together with the 
readers for a few minutes to direct our thoughts toward 
those who created such a resounding victory in the first 
battle. 


On the night of 18 December 1972, Nguyen Thang 
together with his combat crew had to go through a great 
ordeal. The battle was fierce all along. The dark black 
F-111 planes were skimming along bamboo tree tops. 
F-4 and F-105 aircraft were fiercely searching for and 
bombing or rocketing missile emplacements. Bombs 
blanketed the whole battlefield, coming from F-type and 
B-52 aircraft. The truck ramps were shaking noisily. 
Bomb and rocket lights were flashing continuously, like 
lightning in a thunderstorm. Dirt and gravel was blown 
up then showering down over the truck tops and missile 
launch pads. In such a situation, the 59th battalion was 
charged by the command post with eradicating the B-52 
flight bearing number 671 which was coming from the 
Northwest. Like other battalions, trackers Linh, Tu, and 
Do of 59th Battalion had to strain their eyes and 
concentrate to recognize the B-52 silky crepe strip on the 
radar screen. 


Battalion commander Nguyen Thang decided to fire and 
attack, using the three-point method. 


Amidst gloomy bomb smoke, missiles were launched 
from the pad, ripping through the air toward the enemy. 
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Now, the fate of these missiles depended on the “golden 
hands” of trackers who were guiding them. A mere 
uneven rotation or a mere jerky movement because of 
lack of calmness could cause the missiles to deviate from 
the target by thousands of meters or even go off in the air 
or fall down onto the ground like they had done in many 
previous cases. It is difficult enough to guide the missiles 
under normal conditions in which the targets are clearly 
seen. It is even more difficult looking at the silky crepe 
strip of B-52 aircraft on the radar screen. However, here, 
the 59th Battalion’s tracking crew composed of Linh, Tu, 
and Do not only had to accept a fight without being able 
to see clearly the target but also had to fight amidst the 
explosion of bombs bursting all around the battlefield. 
Although their own lives were being seriously threatened 
they resourcefully and bravely guided the missiles to the 
target, eradicating the enemy aircraft. This was really an 
heroic act of heroic people. Revolutionary heroism was 
raised here to a new higher stance. This is bravery finely 
combined with intelligence and high technological 
knowledge. 


Together with the first B-5S2G aircraft downed on the 
spot, the first three enemy B-52 pilots were captured by 
the local militia and self-defense forces, including the 
two captured right in Dong Anh District only a kilometer 
from the B-52G crash site while three others were burned 
to death because they could not parachute in time. 


Article Recounts ‘Victory’ Over U.S. Air Raids 
BK31429 Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in 


Vietnamese 
15 Dec 87 P 3 


[Article by Xuan Mai: “Meeting Again Those Who 
Vanquished ‘the Flying Fortresses’ in the ‘Aerial Dien 
Bien Phu’ Campaign” } 


[Text] It is impossible to know exactly how many people 
had contributed to the historic victory of the 12 days and 
nights in late December 1972. In this great national 
people’s war, all of our people fought the aggressors, and 
heroes could be met as soon as we walked out of an alley. 
Even those who stayed most closely to various missile 
launching sites during the |2 victorious days and nights 
have now been dispersed to all parts of the country with 
different positions and living conditions. We had to 
grapple with quite a lot of difficulty until we could find 
and meet with some of these typical people again. 


After traveling through a section of laterite road covered 
withh coal dust, we moved deeper toward the bush. 
Here, we had to climb over a flight of stairs built with 
rocks then turned left before we could reach the head- 
quarters of the Quang Ninh Air Defense Division. On 
hand to receive us at the mountain slope was Colonel 
Nguyen Van Phiet. 


Although 15 years have elapsed, the colonel has not 
changed at all. His eyes remain as bright as ever, and he 
still wears that gracious smile and speaks with the 
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harmonious tone of the past, when he was a captain and 
commander of the 57th Battalion—one of Hanoi’s out- 
standing missile battalions. He was eager to learn and 
brave in combat and was a firm and creative leader. 
During the 12 days and nights in late December 1972, 
his battalion fought 20 battles and downed five U.S. 
aircraft, including four B-52’s—two of which were 
downed on the spot. In particular, during the battle on 
the night of 20 to 21 December, his battalion downed 
two “B-52 flying fortresses” with only two missiles. On 3 
September 1973, he had the honor to have the noble title 
of Hero of the People’s Armed Forces conferred on him 
by the National Assembly and government. 


He said: “I still remember well the scenes of heroic 
fighting of our people and cadres and combatants. Our 
great anti-U.S. national salvation struggle, which 
includes the 12 days and nights of heroic fighting, was 
indeed a learning experience for all of us to further 
improve our combat skills...” 


He is now in charge of the air defense division protecting 
the airspace over the border area covering the northeast- 
ern pari of the motherland. Unlike 15 years ago when it 
had only one control center and six missile launching 
pads, his division now comprises many missile, radar, 
and antiaircraft regiments, some of which are located 
hundreds of kilometers away. He introduced to us the 
new combat organization of his division, the achieve- 
ments in building “determined-to-win” battlegrounds, 
and typical units and individuals under his charge who 
are enthusiastically undergoing training day and night to 
stand combat ready. He concluded his talk with a short 
but meaningful statement: “The glorious traditions and 
valuable experience of the “‘aerial Dien Bien Phu battle” 
of 1972 still remain concrete lessons for our cadres and 
combatants to learn today. This is reflected through our 
due efforts to study the enemy and understand thor- 
oughly the situation and tasks, and to stand ready for 
combat. We are always ready and determined to imple- 
ment the motto of "detecting and annihilating the enemy 
when he comes...” 


We met Colonel Duong Trinh Thao, head of the Air 
Force party Control Committee, during the Hanoi-Tan 
Son Nhat flight. He is 60 years old and has a lot of gray 
hair. Nevertheless, we still called him “brother” because 
he seemed very active and young at heart. Our talk took 
place during the whole course of our flight at a 3,000- 
meter altitude. 


In 1972 he was a political officer of the Thanh Loa 
Missile Regiment, which earned its fame by downing 13 
B-52’s, 8 of them on the spot, thus topping the list of 
regiments that shot down B-52’s during the 12 days and 
nights of historic fighting. 


He said: “I have been away from the beloved Thanh Loa 
Regiment for 14 years now. Nevertheless, I still remem- 
ber very well the combat experience and performances as 
well as personnel of that regiment that has contributed to 
the “aerial Dien Bien Phu Battle in 1972....” 
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He recalled many battles, mentioned the names of many 
cadres and combatants and wondered why missile 
assembly units have seldom been mentioned in books 
and press articles. They have scored countless feats-of- 
arms in silence. During the 12 days and nights in 
December 1972, the technical battalion of the Thanh 
Loa Regiment had to increase the number of assembly 
lines from three to five, displaying much love and 
determination while assembling more than 100 missiles 
and making certain that “once launched, our missiles are 
sure to bring about victory by hitting the targets.” They 
have made very worthy contributions to the historic 
feats-of-arms. 


As we were about to land, he suddenly held our hands 
tightly and said in a voice choked with emotions: “The 
time has come for the party to let me retire. But | will 
never forget the dear comrades who once fought side by 
side with me against the Americans. Recently I was lucky 
enough to see many former comrades of the regiment 
again at a traditional get-together. | also met many new 
comrades. They, both cadres and combatants, are now 
very young and intelligent. | am very happy about the 
new generation of today; from the men to their equip- 
ment, everything is more powerful than what we were 
issued 14 years ago. I hope that you, comrades, will 
always be the victors and that the Thanh Loa Regiment 
will forever be the hero regiment....” 


The daily duty hand-over ceremony closed. We saw 
Lieutenant Colonel Dinh The Van right in front of the 
Air Defense Service Headquarters. In 1972 he was 
commander of a missile battalion equally famous for its 
achievements in fighting against B-52’s: the hero 77th 
Battalion. On the night of 18 December, the battalion, 
which was defending the western gateway of Hanoi, shot 
down on the spot one B-52 and during the 12 days and 
nights of fighting blasted out of the sky a total of four 
B-52’s, three of which were on the spot. 


After we touched on the question of the lessons drawn 
from these victories, Dinh The Van replied without 
hesitation: ““To me the most profound lesson was the 
determination to fight and to win! Motivated by this 
determination, by the very first night we had already set 
our aim right on the targets, devised an appropriate 
fighting method, and shot down one B-52 on the spot. 
Also, it was thanks to this determination that even when 
its positions were subjected to fierce enemy attacks 
which caused casualties, set ammunition on fire, and 
wrecked equipment, the entire battalion stayed firm, 
displayed courage and staunchness, and quickly over- 
came the aftermath to continue fighting and shooting 
down B-52’s.... To us, the most memorable fact was that 
on the night of 20 December and in the early morning of 
21 December, we fought three battles with six missiles, 
shooting down two B-52’s on the spot...” 


Today Lt Col Dinh The Van was one of the chiefs of the 
standby section at the Air Defense Service command 
post. He said: “In the face of the weighty tasks of the air 
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defense forces, I would like to remind the missile com- 
batants to bring into full play the tradition of the heroic 
missile troops, study actively, and train ceaselessly to 
enhance their standards in all respects. Especially they 
should firmly maintain discipline and constantly uphold 
vigilance and readiness. 


The command post of the To Hieu Radar Regiment 
perched on top of a hill in Hoang Lien Son Province. 
Comrade Major Nghiem Dinh Tich received us right in 
his office. Behind him was a map on which was marked 
the deployment of his regiment’s radar network. 


In the anti-US. war of resistance, Sergeant Nghiem Dinh 
Tich, chief of a radar station, was credited with numer- 
ous amazing achievements in his study of ways to detect 
B-52’s through jammed radar signals. The notebooks in 
which were recorded B-52 flight paths and his experience 
in spotting these aircraft through jammed signals have 
become a precious asset because during the 12 days and 
nights of December 1972, they served as a handbook of 
victory. In those days, his radar station was set up on the 
western slope of the Truong Son Range. Utilizing the 
experience accumulated throughout the previous 5 years 
in front of the radar screen, on the night of 18 December 
1972, Nghiem Dinh Tich, together with his radar track- 
ing team, accurately detected the first B-52 flights to raid 
Hanoi and notified the central command post 35 min- 
utes in advance, thereby fulfilling the radar troops’ 
determination “not to let the fatherland be caught by 
surprise.” 


Today Nghiem Dinh Tich has become the commander of 
a radar regiment whose radar stations were deployed in 
several northern border provinces. His daily duties con- 
sisted of directing the regiment's radar grid in a constant 
watch of the border airspace and organizing troop train- 
ing. He said: “To the radar troops, the lessons of expe- 
rience drawn from their victories over B-52’s are still of 
great value for both the present and future. First of all, 
there was the lesson *’Never let the fatherland be caught 
by surprise.“ At present, our enemies are still actively 
using various jamming methods which are even more 
sophisticated than the ones practiced during the war 
against the Americans. Having the capability to detect 
and distinguish each type of enemy aircraft through 
jammed signals is currently the target to attain in the 
training of our radar troops. With the experience gained 
in the war against the Americans, we have the responsi- 
bility to train several generations of radar operators 
capable of detecting quickly and accurately all types of 
enemy aircraft from afar under the most difficult cir- 
cumstances and situations....” 


Nguyen Van Hoang, former leader of Company |. Bat- 
talion 57, was now director of Ho Chi Minh City Tool 
Manufacturing Joint Enterprise. He was busy when we 
came to see him at the enterprise. Therefore, we made a 
date to go and see him at his apartment house one 
Sunday. 
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The director’s apartment house occupied some 20 square 
meters on the second floor of an apartment house at Le 
Van Si Street and offered no fancy appearance at all. One 
could tell at a glance that no female partner was living 
there. Indeed, he was still a bachelor as he used to be 
while serving in the Army. The whole apartment was full 
of books, most of them technical books and books about 
economic management experience from fraternal coun- 
tries. He was still interested in doing research... 


Hoang was a native of Gia Dinh and regrouped in the 
North in 1954. Upon completion of a radio course at the 
Polytechnic College, he joined the armed forces in 1967 
and quickly fell in love with missile guiding technique. 
In our view, he was truly a company leader guiding 
missiles in the victorious year 1972. 


He recounted: The technical equipment of Battalion 57 
functioned improperly and frequently broke down fol- 
lowing a flood in 1971. We were provided with new 
technical equipment. Since we all wanted to “save” the 
new technical equipment, the whole company worked 
day and night, trying to repair the old one. We fought the 
enemy while doing repair work and it was that old 
technical equipment that helped with guiding the missile 
trajectory and downing four B-52’s, two of them were 
downed on the spot. 


He recalled the battle on the night of 20 to 21 December 
in which his unit shot down two B-52’s with only two 
missiles. He said: “This was unprecedented since 
nobody could believe that a single missile could bring 
down a B-52. Only two missiles were left. Therefore, to 
save missiles, in both counters, we conducted close range 
attacks. It could be said that close range tactic was good 
and brought about high results...” 


A radio engineer and outstanding missile company 
leader he has now become a director. We tried to learn 
something about his new position but he shifted the 
conversation to the anti-U.S .struggle. We learned that 
he had engaged in economic activities after being 
wounded twice. He had the chance to learn more about 
economic management. His enterprise was now the 
city’s key force in fulfilling tool manufacturing plan 
norms for both local and export demands. His message 
to today’s combatants said: “It is necessary to pay more 
attention to acquiring technical knowledge and to 
improving combat skills.” In whatever position, he was 
always interested in learning and doing research. He 
said: “The tradition of victory over B-52’s is always a 
source of pride and encouragement for me in my current 
difficult position.” 


We came to the Hanoi Metereological and Hydrological 
General Department to meet Duong Thi Van, a girl 
combatant who marked down the flight path of the first 
B-52 on the intelligence map at the Thanh Loa Regiment 
Headquarters on the night of 18 December 1972. Duong 
Thi Van's accurate line has helped leading cadres decide 
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the right moment to give combat orders. The line 
marked the flight path of the first B-S2 downed on the 
spot at a ricefield at Do Phuc District. 


That girl from Ha Bac of those old days looked very 
much like a Hanoi girl today. Nevertheless, the way she 
behaved and acted was still very much military-like. In 
the past, she was an information provider and flight path 
marker for the armed forces, directly supporting combat. 
Now, she was in charge of weather forecast, directly 
serving daily life and production. 


Duong Thi Van, now a mother of two—a son and a 
daughter—said good-humoredly: ““We have just used up 
our quota.” Her husband, a field field-grade army offic- 
er, was currently performing his international duties in 
the friendly country of Cambodia. In December 1972, 
she was one of the only two veteran women soldiers of 
her squad who were highly experienced flight plotters. 
They had to remain on duty and to plot enemy aircraft 
flight paths continually for 12 days and nights. She said: 
“At 1900 [1200 GMT] on 18 December, there were 
signals that B-52’s were flying toward Hanoi. To be 
honest, I was very nervous at first. But one flight, then 
two... then several flights were coming like a swarm. The 
entire command post was seething with activities and 
only a soldiers’s sense of responsibility helped me regain 
my composure.”’ She recounted many memorable stories 
which would never fade from the memory of those who 
had been soldiers in those 12 days and nights of Decem- 
ber 1972. She drew a parallel: “If the crew members who 
guided the missiles had to train painstakingly to make 
their hands deft enough to turn the wheels to guide the 
missiles toward their targets accurately, then we flight 
plotters had to train both our ears and our hands to 
obtain a fine sense of hearing and steady flight plotting 
skills. We had to practice the art of plotting the flight 
paths of up to 10 and sometimes 20 flights simulta- 
neously on a plastic map, always holding three pencils of 
different colors in our hands...”’ Her greatest joy was that 
following those 12 triumphant days and nights, she was 
admitted into the party. After 5 years and 2 months of 
service in the Army, she was transferred to the General 
Meteorological and Hydrological Department. Personal 
reasons had prevented her from staying on in the Army 
longer although she loved the Army very much. This is 
why, despite the fact that she left the military ranks 15 
years ago, she still maintained a completely soldier-like 
bearing and way of life. 


Article Recalls Hanoi’s Air Defense 
BK310700 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1400 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Part 2 of Thanh Vien’s Article: “Hanoi Air Defense 
Division Develops Its Old Fighting Traditions”; por- 
tions recorded] 


[Text] These days, at whatever combat positions of the 
Hanoi Air Defense Division which we visit, there is an 
enthusiastic and urgent mood for combat readiness 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


training. Slogans such as “Develop the tradition of the 
aerial Dien Bien Phu” and “Strive to train the troops 
with a determination to fight victoriously” together with 
the many posters portraying the downing of B-52’s and 
F-111°s by us over Hanoi 15 years ago are found dis- 
played all over these positions. This has been a source of 
more encouragement for troops to undergo training 
enthusiastically. Although the 1987 training program 
now is already over, cadres and combatants of various 
missile battalions, antiaircraft companies, and radar 
Stations are continuing to race against time in military 
dr‘lls and combat fitness training. At various missile 
emplacements, missiles are seen rising high above their 
launching pads in a ready position. The sounds of 
engines roaring, radio chatter, cadres’ teaching lessons, 
and soldiers moving equipment create an unusually busy 
atmosphere. As for the antiaircraft gun emplacements, 
the atmosphere there is somewhat more quiet because 
there is no sound of engines roaring. Troops are quietly 
and manually operating various kinds of weapons and 
equipment as part of their training to intercept aerial 
targets. Not far from their drilling ground are radars and 
shinning long-barrel guns loaded with strings of bright 
copper-colored bullets which are in the ready-to-fire 
position. 


Comrade Pham Uy, a VPA “hero” title winner and 
deputy commander of the Hanoi Air Defense Division, 
who accompanied us, said: “Our Air Defense Corps, be 
it in peace or at war, are always combat ready. We may 
Stay ready for 1,000 days just to fight victoriously for | 
second. As you can see, in the aerial Dien Bien Phu 
battle, we had undergone combat training and had been 
put on combat standby for decades before we had 12 
days and nights during which we shot down 32 airplanes 
of the U.S. aggressors, including 25 B-52’s. The enemies 
were very crafty in the past and they are now even more 
so. Through our radar tracking and our national intelli- 
gence system, we have learned that all types of their 
aircraft have been engaging in troop airlift missions near 
the border and conducting training and provocative 
flight missions that have encroached upon our airspace. 
As it is not far from the border to our country’s capital, 
cadres and combatants of our division, ranging from 
division headquarters to grass-roots units always have to 
remain in a state of combat readiness. But combat 
readiness here does not mean only having troops sit by 
the side of their missile pads or on their gun emplace- 
ments. Instead, they have to undergo military training 
and to have experience with various combat plans, thus 
having two purposes fulfilled with one move. For our 
Hanoi Air Defense Division, training and combat readi- 
ness are always combined into one.” 


I asked if the aerial Dien Bien Phu victory had left him 
a lot of experience with which to organize training and 
combat readiness for troops. “Yes but we are not allowed 
to adopt a subjective attitude,” Comrade Pham Uy said, 
“transfering military knowledge and combat readiness 
intentions from cadres to combatants is a long process 
and we cannot achieve high results without a good 
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methods. At our division, the majority of the command- 
ers of missile battalions, antiaircraft companies, and 
radar stations are still young both in age and in military 
service while their combat personnel are mostly new 
recruits who, though well educated and capable of 
acquiring scientific and technical knowledge quickly, 
lack combat experience. Meanwhile, a number of young 
officers and new recruits only want to admire or feel 
weapons and equipment out of curiosity. They do not 
want to learn how to use the equipment skillfully. That is 
why in training, we have paid attention to providing 
additional training to the contingent of cadres at various 
echelons, technical workers, and combat personnel at all 
levels. Our training motto is basic, uniform, harmoni- 
ous, and comprehensive with the emphasis placed on 
technical aspects. This is to make it possible for every 
member in each combat echelon to master their weapons 
and equipment and to achieve combat coordination in 
synchronization with high combat efficiency.” 


We learned that during the process of training and 
combat readiness, apart from complying fully with those 
programs stipulated by the higher echelon, the com- 
manders at various echelons of the Hanoi Air Defense 
Division also use the experience they acquired during 
the fight with the U.S. aggressors’ aircraft for 12 days 
and nights in the later part of December 1972 to train 
their troops. In 1987 alone, the staff section of the 
division has compiled |! training documents and dozens 
of lessons which, being suited to the current combat 
Situation and integrated from lessons for fighting B-52’s 
and other kinds of enemy jet fighters, are designed for 
various training courses for cadres and combat personnel 
at all echelons. 


It is worthy of note that the training of troops has been 
very effective thanks to the presense of a number of 
cadres and combatants belonging to various missile, 
antiaircraft, and radar units that once took part in the 
downing of various airplanes of the U.S. aggressors and 
who now have become key cadres of the division. I met 
comrade Pham Kim Chi who, 15 years ago, was the 
commanding cadre of the 59th Missile Battalion which 
contributed to the shooting down of 30 B-52’s of the U.S. 
imperialists, who now has become deputy chief of staff 
and also chief of the combat section of the division, and 
who is known for many contributions to organizing 
combat-readiness training for troops. Standing in front 
of our tape recorder, he said: 


[Begin Pham recording] As we see it, after 15 years, the 
equipment, namely weapons and missiles, of our Hanoi 
Air Defense Division has now been considerably mod- 
ernized. Its personnel strength has also grown substan- 
tially. Thanks to its contingent of young, educated, and 
knowledgeable cadres, our division is known for its very 
good record in organizing training and building up its 
fighting strength. Alongside efforts to make scientific 
and technical studies on new equipment, we have paid 
great attention to guiding and disseminating our combat 
exeprience, especially in fighting the B-52’s. Our staff 
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section has always stuck closely to training requirements, 
regarding training as central task. In light of the current 
Situation, we attach importance to the training of the 
contingent of cadres and to the forging of fighting 
strength. 


All our detachments have always concerned them- 
selves with building up their fighting strength, regard- 
ing this as a target to be achieved. As for the question 
of ensuring combat readiness, we have regularly exam- 
ined and revised our combat plans and closely main- 
tained the 10 regulations on combat readiness. Our 
staff organ has always striven to make sure that the 
firepower of our standby detachments, which accounts 
for 30% of the unit’s total firepower strength, can 
defend the airspace without leaving any gaps unguard- 
ed. This is especially true for the Hanoi Air Defense 
Division because at no time over the years has the 
airspace been left unguarded. 


All standby units have always been placed under 
combat alert. One hundred percent of cadres and 
combatants are noted for having been present for duty 
during their monthly standby missions, during which 
time they have been trained in various combat plans 
and have strengthened themselves with those condi- 
tions capable of ensuring that their combat readiness is 
maintained permanently and uninterruptedly regard- 
less of whether it is their day off, nighttime, or dawn. 
Regular inspections of various detachments have been 
conducted by the staff sections of the division and its 
subordinate regiments and brigades. Priority inspec- 
tions have been given to evaluating the state of combat 
readiness of weapons, of the defensive network, and of 
ammunition and then to examining the level of fight- 
ing strength, the ability to understand combat plans, 
and the skills of combat teams while in operation. This 
has been done by us on a regular basis. For those 
standby detachments of the Hanoi Air Defense Divi- 
sion, it is their constant duty to remain combat ready 
to defend Hanoi’s airspace and to be ready to open fire 
to destroy all objectives. [end recording} 


It has been learned that the Hanoi Air Defense Divi- 
sion concluded its 1987 training program and held a 
technical demonstration to evaluate the training 
results of various groups, namely missiles, anti-aircraft 
guns, and radar, as well as of various professional 
branches. The results were that over 80 percent of these 
groups and branches were rated good and excellent 
both tactically and technically with various missile 
units of the H-36 Brigade and the H-77 and H-58 
Regiments scoring high achievements in handling their 
weapons and equipment and in intercepting aerial 
targets. The division also selected five missile battal- 
ions and four antiaircraft artillery batteries from vari- 
OuS grass-roots units for inspection of their fighting 
practice with the use of live ammunition. This time the 
targets were not only helium-filled balloons flying in 
midair but also those modules which, designed and 
manufactured by the air defense corps to resemble a jet 
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fighter in shape and speed, were used as targets for air 
defense units to shoot at. Gunners would have failed to 
fulfill their duty if they had been slow in handling their 
weapons and equipment as these target modules 
appeared in the sky for less than | minute. But with 
their flawless technical skills, the five missile battal- 
ions, namely the 62d, 63d, ISist, 172d, and 198th 
Battalions, were able to destroy their aerial targets 
within 30 seconds with their very first shots. 


Emulating these missile battalions, the four antiair- 
craft artillery batteries, namely the 31st, 53d, 54d, and 
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73d Batteries, were also able to hit their aerial targets 
with their first salvo, fulfilling their mission outstand- 


ingly. 


These achievements were not scored by accident, but 
they have their origin in the arduous training undergone 
by the cadres and combatants of the entire division with 
a determination to defeat the enemy of all colors to 
contribute to defending firmly the airspace of our 
beloved capital. 


